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Smokey Road Middle School
965 Smokey Road, Newnan, Georgia 30263 * Phone: 770.254.2840 * Fax: 770.304.5933
Welcome to 6th Grade On-Level Science,  
Topics of Study
Science process skills (data collecting, measuring, controlling variables)

1st Nine Weeks- Lab Safety, Geology (Rocks and Minerals, Fossils, Geological Time, Plate Tectonics)
2nd Nine Weeks- Geology continued (Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Weathering, Soil Formation,  Erosion) 

3rd Nine Weeks- Hydrology (Oceanography, Atmosphere, Weather and Climate)
4th Nine Weeks- Astronomy, CRCT Review, Family Life/Decision Making
Textbook/Workbooks 
Prentice Hall- Science Explorer


This science book is one resource among many that we will be using, so I will not be sending one home with your child unless you specifically request one or need to check one out on a nightly basis. The cost of a lost/damaged book is 48.93. A guided reading workbook will be issued for students to use and fill in notes. It may be kept in the designated area in class should the student choose to keep it in class.
Attendance/Tardies 
Regular student attendance is vital to academic success. Students should be punctual and in their seats before the tardy bell rings. Frequent tardies will result in consequences such as lunch detention or an office referral for chronic offenders.  Those students who are at school all week with no absences or tardies will be recognized on Fridays. Please see the policy on missing work for unexcused and excused absences.
Materials Needed for Class 
To be successful in class, your child will need to be prepared and bring the following items to class every day: paper, pencils or blue/black pens, agenda, guided reading workbook for notes, and composition book of assignments. For your student’s convenience, the guided reading workbook and composition book may be kept in designated areas of the room but are  the responsibility of the student. Please check with your child periodically during the year to ensure that he or she has necessary materials for class each day. 

Class Work/ Homework/Participation/Make-Up Work
Students should come to class ready to learn and should actively participate in class lessons.  Participation includes respectfully acknowledging each other’s contributions/view points and responding in an appropriate manner. Notes are given to students to place on the right sides of their composition books to be completed in class lecture and reading assignments. It is the responsibility of the student to complete the left side of the composition books for homework nightly. Quizzes and assignments are completed in class the next day and turned into the teacher prior to the student leaving class. Graded assignments should be attached in the student’s composition notebook with the corresponding page of notes/homework. Missing assignments and grades that students are dissatisfied with (except homework completion grades and post tests) may be redone during lunch or homeroom on the following Wednesday. Once the redo/makeup date has passed, a grade of “0” will be placed in the graded book and may not be completed. Class assignments and homework will be written on the board each day, and your child will have time to write unfinished class assignments/ homework into the agenda each class period. It is your student’s responsibility to use the agenda to keep up with assignments, complete them, and return all assignments by the due date. 
Communication of Assignments/Homework 
Assignments and homework will be written on the board daily. Students will be given time each day to write the day’s assignments/homework in their agendas. Assignments/grades should be attached in their composition notebook for parents to see grades. Parents are encouraged to utilize Parent Portal on Infinite Campus for the most up-to-date information. Parents are also encouraged to use our school website www.cowetaschools.org/srms  for weekly lesson plans to aid in student accountability. (click on the Faculty/Staff tab at the top, click on Team 3- Gayle Butler, click on the Class Notes tab under the profile)
Grading Scale
0% Pre Test (to assess student’s knowledge prior to discussing content; used to measure growth; does not affect student’s grade)

10% Presentation of Content (completion of homework/left sides of composition notebook)- CAN NOT BE REDONE
50% Practicing Content (in-class assignments and quizzes to assess mastery prior to tests)

40% Post Test (4 total each nine weeks- 3 content tests, 1 cumulative nine weeks exam)- CAN NOT BE REDONE
Restroom Procedures 

The 6th grade has established a system for using the restroom during the day. Students will be given a set number of passes to use the restroom during their academic classes. These color-coded passes should be used wisely, as no others will be issued during the nine weeks. Students may also use the restroom during homeroom and lunch If your child has a medical condition that necessitates more frequent restroom use, please let teachers know.
Student's Responsibilities 

1. Follow all school rules including dress code.

2. Be in your assigned seat when the tardy bell rings.  If not, you are late.

3. Come prepared to class.  

4. Write all assignments in your agenda; record grades on your grade sheet; complete warm-ups as a CRCT study guide.
5. Clarify any questions about assignments ahead of time.

6. Complete all assignments on time.

7. Be responsible for making up assignments within 3 days of an excused absence.

8. Do your own work, and do your best! Copying other’s work will result in disciplinary actions.
9. Turn in neat, legible assignments in pencil or blue/black pen with your name in the appropriate location.

10. Whenever leaving the classroom, you must sign out, take your agenda, and sign in when returning.

Parents' Responsibilities

Parents are the key to making homework and assignments a positive experience for their children. We ask that you check your child's agenda daily and monitor your child’s class progress on Infinite Campus by checking for any missing assignments. It is also helpful if you make homework a top priority, provide necessary supplies and a quiet homework environment, provide praise and support, and contact us if you notice a problem. 
Teachers' Responsibilities 

I will check  assignments and keep a record of work completed and not completed in Infinite Campus. Should I notice a pattern of incomplete or missing assignments, I will contact you.  I will make every effort to enter grades into Infinite Campus in a timely manner; if you have any concerns, please let me know. I am committed to helping your child succeed.  I welcome parent conferences; if you would like to set up a meeting time with your child's team, please call at 770-254-2840 ext. 262, or e-mail.
Teacher Contact Information 
S. Gayle Butler


gayle.butler@cowetaschools.org 
770-254-2840 ext. 262
Please sign below stating that you have read and understand the expectations and outline for this class.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call or email.  I look forward to working with you and your student this year!

Student Signature ___________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Parent Signature ____________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Top copy: Sign, date, and return to school with your child; Bottom copy: Keep for your records

