Hyde Park Middle School
2009-2010 Choral Curriculum

Ms. Alison J. Aquila

Quarter 1

Week One:

Essential Question: Can you assess the value or importance of classroom procedures?

Language Objective: Students will write their own classroom procedures.

Content Objective:

The student will…

-learn the procedure for entering, obtaining materials, and leaving the classroom

-begin to develop an understanding of the ensemble through getting to know you activities (12.2) (NS6)

-identify and demonstrate the correct postures for singing (1.1, 1.2, 1.3) (NS1)

-become aware of the vocal mechanism and begin to understand how to care and use the voice (1.3) (NS1)

-demonstrate knowledge level through the use of a pre-test

-recognize the opportunity to audition for district honor choir (11.4) (NS1)

Week Two:

Essential Question: How could you determine the best way to sit or stand when singing?

Language Objective: Students will identify proper sitting positions and discuss appropriate use of the different positions.

Content Objective:

The student will…

-review classroom procedures

-identify posture positions by number (1.1)

-begin to demonstrate proper breathing techniques (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.2c)

-incorporate proper breathing, phrasing, and intonation awareness while warming up (1.6, 4.6a, b)

-develop a musical vocabulary

Week Three:

Essential Question: Based on what you know, how would you explain classroom procedures to a new student?

Language Objective: Students will aurally review procedures.  Students will begin to develop a music vocabulary through use of the classroom “Word Wall”.  

Content Objective:

The student will…

-identify course requirements regarding behaviors, participation/performance (12.1) (NS1)

-develop an understanding of how to follow notated music (3.11) (NS 2, 5, 6)

-learn a round

-begin to develop a music vocabulary

Week Four:

Essential Question: Can you identify the high and low pitches in your music?

Language Objective: Students will compare and contrast different musical pitches, writing whether or not they are a high or low pitch.  Students will begin reading and singing choral literature.

Content Objective:

The student will…

-review procedures

-demonstrate proper vowel placement (1.5) (NS1)

-listen to and assess intonation discrepancies (1.6) (NS1)

-demonstrate correct posture, breathing support, and vocal placement to solve intonation problems (1.7) (NS1)

-sing a round, unison song, or 2-part song musically (1.9) (NS1)

-read and clap basic rhythmic notation (3.6) (NS5)

Week Five:

Essential Question: Based on what you know, how would you explain to a new singer what consonants are?

Language Objective: Students will define consonant.  Students will continue reading and singing their choral literature.

Content Objective:

The student will…

-demonstrate the ability to sing consonants “t”, “d”, “k”, “s” (1.8) (NS1)

-continue to work on uniform vowel placement (2.1) (NS1)

-sing at various dynamic levels using supported breathing and tone quality (1.10) (NS1)

-demonstrate ability to follow a conductor (2.5) (NS1)

-recognize movement in music as step, skip, or same (1.4) (NS1)

-recognize time signature and what they indicate (3.1) (NS5)

Week Six:

Essential Question: Based on what you know, how would you explain to a new singer what vowels sounds are?

Language Objective: Students will define vowels.  Students will continue reading and singing their choral literature.

Content Objective:

The student will…

-demonstrate the ability to sing consonants “t”, “d”, “k”, “s” (1.8) (NS1)

-continue to work on uniform vowel placement (2.1) (NS1)

-review vocal technique- attacking and releasing notes (1.8) (NS1)

-sing intervals and develop aural awareness of the relationship to “Do” (3.7) (NS1)

-continue to work on adjusting volume, utilizing proper breath, using p, mf, f (3.5) (NS5)

Week Seven:

Essential Question: How would you rate the different dynamic and tempo markings found in your music?

Language Objective: Students will identify by reading the different dynamic markings found in their music.  Students will continue to read and sing their choral literature.

Content Objective:

The student will…

-identify the dynamic and tempo markings found in their music (3.4, 3.5) (NS5)

-sing patterns containing various intervals (3.7) (NS1)

-explain time signature and clap and count 2-4 measures in 2/4, ¾, and 4/4 time (3.6) (NS5)

Week Eight:

Essential Question: What information would you use to demonstrate correct articulation, proper breath support, and vocal placement when singing?

Language Objective: Students will discuss and write about the importance of proper vocal production. Students will continue to read and sing their choral literature.

Content Objective:

The student will…

-recognize A B and A B A form in their music (4.2, 4.3) (NS 6)

-speak and clap simple rhythmic patterns (3.6) (NS5)

-recognize whole, half, eighth and sixteenth notes and their equivalent rests (3.2) (NS5)

-employ correct posture, breath support, and vocal placement to solve intonation problems (1.7) (NS1)

-demonstrate correct articulation of beginning and ending consonants while maintaining uniform vowel placement (1.8) (NS1)

Week Nine:

Essential Question: How would you rate your vocal performance?

Language Objective: Students will evaluate their performance aurally and through the use of a written critique.  Students will begin to read and sing next semesters choral literature.

Content Objective:

The student will…

-continue to work for uniform supported tone as student make the transition from high to low register and back (1.5) (NS1)

-continue to analyze and identify characteristics of good choral tone in their singing as well as recorded examples (10.1) (NS 6, 7)

-continue to work for awareness of pitch while listening to the other sections (2.2) (NS1)

-write dictated measures of rhythm (6.1) (NS4)

-recognize and identify notes of the treble staff (3.3d) (NS5)

-demonstrate knowledge of postures, clefs, terms, symbols, and notation through a vocal and written quiz (1.1-10) (NS1)

-demonstrate vocal technique and knowledge of music through ensemble performance (2.1) (NS1)

2nd Quarter
Week Ten:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-demonstrate the proper use of staggered breathing (2.4) (NS1)

-sing simple melodic phrases utilizing various rhythmic patterns (3.8b, d) (NS1)

-sing diatonic intervals with proper intonation (3.7) (NS1)

Week Eleven:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-be able to identify notes of the treble clef  (3.3d) (NS5)

-recognize whole, half, quarter, eighth, and sixtheenth notes and their equivalent rests (3.2) (NS5)

-identify notation symbols (3.11) (NS 2,5,6)

Week Twelve:

Essential Question:

Language Objective

Content Objective:

The student will…

-be able to sight sing simple melodic phrases (3.8) (NS1)

-identify the treble clef ledger lines (3.3d) (NS5)

-clap and count four measure phrases of basic rhythmic notation (3.6) (NS5)

-sing simple melodic phrases utilizing diatonic intervals with various rhythmic patters (3.8) (NS1)

-begin to understand the role that sacred and secular music has played in the development of western music (5.1, 5.2) (NS 2,8,9)

-discriminate the quality of a musical performance (10.1) (NS6,7)

Week Thirteen:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-continue to sight sing diatonic melodies (3.8) (NS1)

-work in cooperation with the director and other students to produce cohesive musical sound (12.2) (NS6)

-interpret dynamic markings (3.5) (NS5)

Week Fourteen:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-be exposed to a variety of performance settings (11.3) (NS7)

-continue to practice appropriate concert behavior (11.6) (NS 2,6,7)

-participate in scheduled performance of their ensemble (12.1) (NS1)

-will recognize and interpret dynamic markings (3.5) (NS5)

Week Fifteen:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-explore the basic components of music including style, interpretation, dynamic levels, phrasing, and articulation while rehearsing concert literature (11.1) (NS4)

-expand on his/her musical repertoire through performances in the school setting (11.2) (NS1)

-explain and compare the roles of creators, performers and others involved in the production and presentation of the arts (8.2) (NS8)

Week Sixteen:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-compose a rhythmic composition using quarter, half, and whole notes, and equivalent rests (6.1) (NS4)

-demonstrate an awareness of the variety of styles of folk music (5.4) (NS2)

-demonstrate an awareness of the variety of styles of classical music (5.5) (NS2)

Week Seventeen:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-review the procedures for entering, obtaining materials and leaving the classroom

-demonstrate proper breathing techniques (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4) (NS1)

-identify posture positions by number (1.1) (NS1)

-interpret dynamic markings (3.10) (NS2,5)

-recognize whole, half, eigth, and sixteenth notes and their equivalent rests (3.2) (NS5)

Week Eighteen:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective

The student will…

-review for the semester exam

3rd Quarter
Week Nineteen:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-employ correct vocal registers 91.5) (NS1)

-employ correct posture, breath support, and vocal placement to solve intonation problems (1.7) (NS1)

-discriminate the quality of a musical performance (10.2) (NS6,7)

Week Twenty:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-demonstrate correct articulation of beginning and ending consonants while maintaining uniform vowel placement (1.8) (NS1)

-sing musically with proper phrasing (1.9) (NS1)

Week Twenty-One:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-utilize matching vowel sounds to enhance ensemble blend (2.1) (NS1)

-demonstrate how to attack pitches accurately without scooping or sliding (2.3) (NS1)

Week Twenty-Two:

The student will…

-sing at various dynamic levels while maintaining correct breath support and tone quality (1.10) (NS1)

-be exposed to a variety of performance settings through performances in the community (11.3) (NS7)

Week Twenty-Three:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-compose a rhythmic composition using quarter, half, and whole notes and equivalent rests (6.1) (NS4)

-explain ways in which the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts are interrelated with those of music (8.3) (NS8)

Week Twenty-Four:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-write a melodic composition using quarter, half, and whole notes and equivalent rests that is played aurally (6.1) (NS4)

-begin to understand the concepts of program music (9.2) (NS6)

-identify time signatures (3.6) (NS6)

Week Twenty-Five:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-continue review from previous months

-recognize the instruments of the orchestra in a given aural example (9.1) (NS6)

-continue to identify and understand time signatures (3.6) (NS5)

Week Twenty-Six:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-participate in scheduled performance of their ensemble (12.1) (NS1)

-work in cooperation with the director and other students to produce a cohesive musical sound (12.2) (NS6)

-continue to work with and identify time signatures (3.6) (NS5)

-continue to work with and identify key signatures (3.9) (NS5)

Week Twenty-Seven:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-compare performance styles (10.2) (NS 6,7)

-analyze recorded examples of choral ensembles (10.1) (NS 6,7)

-begin to work in small groups singing unison or two part pieces listening for blend and intonation (2.1b) (NS1)

4th Quarter
Week Twenty-Eight:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-demonstrate correct articulation of beginning and ending consonants while maintaining uniform vowel placement (1.8) (NS1)

-sing musically with proper phrasing (1.9)(NS1)

-sing at various dynamic levels while maintaining correct breath support and tone quality (1.10) (NS1)

-utilize matching vowel sounds to enhance ensemble blend (2.1) (NS1)

-compose a rhythmic composition using eighth, quarter, half, and whole notes and equivalent rests (6.1)

-participate in scheduled performances of their ensemble (12.1) (NS1)

-work in cooperation with the director and other students to produce a cohesive musical sound (12.2) (NS6)

Week Twenty-Nine:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-continue to identify and work with musical form (4.3) (NS6)

-compare performance styles (10.2) (NS6, 7)

-continue to identify musical notation symbols (3.11) (NS2, 5, 6)

Week Thirty:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-recognize the sixteenth note and sixteenth rest (3.2) (NS5)

-count and clap 4 measures phrases of basic rhythmic notation that includes the sixteenth note (3.6) (NS5)

-describe the use of vocal music in the performance of various styles of contemporary music (5.6) (NS2)

-listen to recorded examples and identify form “AB” or “ABA” (4.2, 4.3) (NS6)

Week Thirty-One:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-recognize the sixteenth note and sixteenth rest (3.2) (NS5)

-count and clap 4 measures phrases of basic rhythmic notation that includes the sixteenth note (3.6) (NS5)

-describe the use of vocal music in the performance of various styles of contemporary music (5.6) (NS2)

-identify sharps and flats and their necessity in music (3.9) (NS5)

-asses “AB” and “ABA” form (4.2, 4.3) (NS6)

Week Thirty-Two:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-recognize the sixteenth note and sixteenth rest (3.2) (NS5)

-count and clap 4 measures phrases of basic rhythmic notation that includes the sixteenth note (3.6) (NS5)

-describe the use of vocal music in the performance of various styles of contemporary music (5.6) (NS2)

-identify and demonstrate various tempi (3.4) (NS5)

Week Thirty-Three:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-Work in cooperation with the director and other students to produce a cohesive musical sound (12.2) (NS6)

Week Thirty-four:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

- Work in cooperation with the director and other students to produce a cohesive musical sound (12.2) (NS6)

-participate in scheduled performances of their ensemble (12.1)

Week Thirty-five:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

- Work in cooperation with the director and other students to produce a cohesive musical sound (12.2) (NS6)

-identify various career opportunities in the field of music (13.1) (NS8)

-review for final exam

Week Thirty-six:

Essential Question:

Language Objective:

Content Objective:

The student will…

-identify various career opportunities in the field of music (13.1) (NS8)

-recognize his/her role as a consumer of music (13.2) (NS8)

-give examples of continued opportunities for musical participation (13.3) (NS8)

-review for final exam

