The CCSS Academic Word List
Stephanie Bakonyi

Gena Magrino

(a list of high-frequency and high-utility academic
 word families for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade)
Rationale:   
As part of the new Common Core State Standards, there will be a requirement for ELA Academic Vocabulary.  This vocabulary is based upon words that are considered part of high-incidence and high-utility word families.  As part of the CCSS, the state suggests each school district select specific Academic Vocabulary words to be covered on each grade level from a list based upon research associated with the most frequent 2,000 words of English, but which occur reasonably frequently over a wide range of academic texts.  These words, grouped by grade level reflect a wide variety of word frequency and come from a list of 570 words originally developed by Averil Coxhead, who researched and created the original most frequently used Academic Word List.  The words on the list contain the most frequent form of a word from a specific family.  For example, the word analyze would also include analyst, analytic, analytical and analytically in the word family.
As per the research in the field and the requirements of the new CCSS, the Academic Word List is not restricted to a specific field of study.  That means that the words are useful across the curriculum in various subjects such as literature, science, social studies, etc.  As required by the new CCSS, vocabulary need not be studied only within context, but also as isolated, domain vocabulary.  As such, these word lists do not contain subject area words such as amortization, onomatopoeia, cartilage, petroglyph, etc.  The state has said, and research proves (Coxhead 2000) knowledge of these words will significantly boost a students comprehension level of any school-based reading material and help students achieve mastery level of academic material with more confidence and efficiency, wasting less time and energy in guessing words or consulting dictionaries than those students who are equipped with the most basic academic words.
Gena Magrino and I (Stephanie Bakonyi) have compiled the list for use in the department of ELA in the MS as per the research based instruction we received at a recent conference for CCSS Academic Vocabulary Across the Curriculum. In an effort to make this transition a little easier for all, and to help the department meet the requirements for the new school year and the CCSS, we decided to compile the grade level list and share them.  
These words are to be covered slowly and effectively, taking 1-3/week (6th) 2-4/week (7th), and 3-5/week (8TH), in addition to content vocabulary.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact either one of us.
SOURCES: Coxhead, Averil. (2000). A new academic word list. TESOL Quarterly, 34, 213-238.

Coxhead’s website http://language.massey.ac.nz/staff/awl/index.shtml

*all material presented is based upon research and studies performed by Coxhead, Marzano, Beck and Hieberts and was presented at the conference for CCSS Academic Vocabulary*
6th Grade Academic Word List
Analyze

approach

area

          assume



Authority

available

benefit

concept

Consist

context

constitute

contract

Data

          define

          derive

          distribute


Economy

environment

establish

estimate

Evident

factor


finance

formula

Achieve

acquire


administrate

affect

Appropriate

aspect


assist


category

Chapter

commission

community

complex

Compute

conclude

conduct

consequent


Construct

consume

credit


culture

Design


distinct

equate

element

Evaluate

7th grade academic word list
Alternative

circumstance

comment

compensate

Component

consent

considerable

constant

Constrain

contribute

convene

coordinate

Core


corporate

correspond

criteria


Deduce

demonstrate

document

dominate

Emphasis

ensure


exclude

fund

Framework

illustrate

immigrate

imply

Initial


instance

interact

justify

Layer


link


locate


maximize

Minor


negate

outcome

partner

Philosophy

physical

proportion

publish

React


register

rely


remove

Scheme

sequence

shift


specify

Sufficient

task


technical

technique

Technology

valid


volume

access

Adequacy

annual


apparent

approximate

Attitude

attribute

civil


code

Commit

communicate

concentrate

confer

Contrast

cycle


debate

despite

Dimension

domestic

emerge

error

Ethnic


goal


grant


hence

Hypothesis

implement

implicate

impose
Integrate

internal

investigate

job

Label


mechanism

obvious

occupy

Option


output


overall


parallel

8th Grade Academic Word List
academy

adjust


alter


amend

aware


capacity

challenge

clause

compound

conflict

consult

contact

decline

discrete

draft


enable

energy

enforce

entity


equivalent

evolve


expand 

expose

external

facilitate

fundamental

generate

generation

image


liberal


license


logic

margin 

mental

medical

modify

monitor 

network

notion


objective

orient


perspective

precise

prime

psychology

pursue

ration


reject

revenue

stable 


style


substitute

sustain 

symbol

target


transit

trend


version

welfare

whereas

abstract

acknowledge

accuracy

aggregate

allocate

assign


attach


author

bond


brief


capable

cite

cooperate

discriminate 

display

diverse

domain

edit


enhance

estate

exceed

expert


explicit

federal

fee


flexible

furthermore

gender

ignorance

incentive

incorporate

incidence

index


inhibit


initiate


input

instruct

intelligence

interval

lecture

migrate

minimum

ministry

motive

neutral

nevertheless

overseas

precede


presume

rational

recover

reveal

scope


subsidy

tape


trace

transform

transport

underlie

utilize

adapt


adult


advocate

aid

channel

chemical

classic


comprehensive

comprise

confirm

contrary

convert


couple


decade

definite

deny

differentiate

dispose

dynamic

equip

eliminate

empirical

extract

file

finite


foundation

globe


grade

guarantee

hierarchy

