COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND PROFICIENCIES

Delaware Military Academy Concert Choir
Mr. Darrin Peters, Choral Director
Darrin.Peters@dma.k12.de.us
I. Course Description
This course will focus on the aspects of singing, sight reading, listening, carrying an individual vocal part and using musical notation, terminology, and symbols while collaborating with other musicians in a choral setting. Cadets will work every day during mini block on vocal technique, sight singing, reading and singing with solfege syllables and hand signs, blend and balance, proper vocal technique, breathing, and posture. Cadets will work together and collaborate as a team to achieve the highest quality of music.
DMA Concert Choir is composed of pupils who have a genuine desire to be an active participant in choir. Each year the choir prepares a repertoire that includes all styles and types of music representative of the various styles, genres, and periods of music history. Some vocal selections are rendered in the original language of the composition.
During Choir, cadets will perform various vocal and physical exercises to warm-up the body and the voice. Choral repertoire will be rehearsed in class for performances at different venues throughout the year as well as expanding musical knowledge and understanding. Cadets will have the opportunity to prepare and audition for Delaware All-State Choir, which will require practice and preparation for the singer during class, outside of class and at home.
To succeed in this class, students must use a very good work ethic in learning the music, cooperating with the teacher and all other students, participating as required in rehearsals and concerts, having needed materials, and being ready to sing at prescribed times. Understand that performances/concerts are required as scheduled during and outside of school time for this performance ensemble and would also include DMA graduation.

DMA Concert Choir will have two major performances: a Winter Concert and a Spring Concert. During both semesters, the choir will have several performances outside of the school day. Every performance is mandatory as this is a performance based class. DMA will occasionally provide transportation, however, for evening and weekend performances, cadets may be asked to provide transportation or carpool with another cadet. If a cadet has a conflict, a written excuse must be received no later than two weeks after receiving the performance date.  
II. Proficiencies
At the end of the year, students will: 

1. Develop, through performance, a better understanding of the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and modern styles of choral literature.

2. Sing a variety of types of vocal literature including folk, popular, classical, Broadway, gospel, spirituals, and sacred songs.

3. Become familiar with composers and arrangers of vocal literature.

4. Understand the importance of music terminology and notation of vocal music as a means of gaining vocal independence. 

5. Develop one’s vocal resources to maximum potential for self-expression.

6. Develop the ability to perform while singing and dancing simultaneously.

7. Understand the voice mechanism and how to use it properly with breath control, vocal placement, and correct diction.

8. Understand the importance of ensemble singing and how to best blend one’s voice in that ensemble.

9. Be very aware of how proper performance etiquette enhances the enjoyment of the listener. 

10. Develop critical listening skills when evaluating ours and other’s choral performances.

11. Recognize that skills learned in high school can carry on to college, community, and church choirs as a vocation or an avocation for life.  
III.
Classroom Management Plan
A. General Instructions: 
1. All students are responsible to have the following items at each rehearsal:   

~ Choir folder (provided)

~ Choir music (provided)



~ Pencil




~ Student Planner

2. Choir folders may be stored in a cabinet at the end of each rehearsal. However, the students may take them home to practice the choir music.
3. Assigned seating will be made by the instructor.

4. Each rehearsal will begin promptly with a period of time used for vocal and physical exercises. 

5. Each member of the choir holds an equal responsibility for the musical outcome during rehearsals and performances.

6. Rehearsals are to be conducted in an orderly fashion with a give and take rapport between student and teacher to offer the best possible musical experience. 

7. Student input will be encouraged during class discussion, however the director makes the final decision. 

B. Attendance (See School Policy) 

C. Course Requirements

1. Students are expected to master all music to be performed.  To this end, home practice will be necessary.
2. Since concerts represent major culminating/evaluative activities in the curricular program, student attendance is required at all events, in school and out. This concert/performance requirement shall include the following:
a. DMA 9/11 Ceremony

b. DMA Open House – Saturday, October 28, 2017
c. DMA Homecoming Football Game – Friday, September 29, 2017
d. DMA Winter Concert, December 19, 2017
e. DMA Spring Concert - TBD
f. DMA Graduation ceremony – June 8, 2018
3. Students are responsible for keeping their folders up to date and in good condition. This is also true of the music contained therein.

4. Students are responsible for the financial reimbursement of music lost or manipulated.

D. Grading Policy
The student’s grade will be determined through evaluation of:

40% Formative
60% Summative

1. Performance in the rehearsal situation

2. Performance in the concert situation

3. Evidence of musical growth.

4. Growth in understanding and use of vocal mechanism.

5. Rehearsal and performance demeanor. 

6. Warm-ups and Journal Questions

7. Written classwork

8. Quizzes and Tests

