Theatre Arts

Play Critique


Each paragraph includes 5 to 6 high school sentences.  Use specific references to the play that support your comments. It is to be written in essay form, 1 ½ pages, double spaced in Times New Roman 12 pt. font.  This is the form to use.  You will write two this semester.  One critique may be a full length play you have read (approved by me in advance), and one critique must be of a live performance that you have watched.  You may check out a play with me from the Theatre Arts Library. There are many chances to see a local production at a high school or community theatre. You must include your ticket stub and copy of the program.  Both Items will be returned. Please come to me if you have any questions, as late papers and exceptions will not be accepted.
Intro Paragraph-
Discuss your initial impression of the play.  If the play could remind you of a shape or a color, what would it be?  This is the only paragraph for opinion.  What is your overall opinion of the play?  Did you like it? Did you think the acting was believable? 

Plot - 
Describe the plot.  Does the plot have a twist?  Describe the turning point/crisis in the play?  What is the major conflict?  How is the conflict/climax resolved?  
 

Character Description-
Describe the main character/characters and his or her/their importance in the play.  Describe the relationships between the characters.  Discuss any peculiar or special relevant personality traits the characters possess.
 

Setting/ Set Design-
Describe the setting of the play.  Where does the action take place?  Does the setting change?  If so, how does/could the change happen technically?   How does the change indicate the progression of the plot?  How does the setting/design reflect the characters?  What are the main colors to be used/that should be used in the set design?  How does/would the setting/set design reflect social status and relationships?
 

Conclusion-
Discuss the overall thematic implications of the play.  What message is the playwright sending?  Who is the target audience?  Despite opinion, state how the play is relevant to modern life.  Even if the play is a period play, the theme can still be relevant to modern audiences.  End the paper with a quote which best describes the overall mood and message of the play.
