Environmental Science 





    Mrs. Johnson  10-11
TEXT:  

Environmental Science      (Holt, Rinehart and Winston)
MATERIALS:


Binder  w/ dividers ( sections: homework, activities & projects, tests & quizzes, 
             notes & class work)    



Loose leaf paper for notes

                 


Bound notebook (to be kept in the classroom)




Pencil and Pen
COURSE OVERVIEW:
Students in environmental science will learn about the various aspects of our environment and how interdependent life on Earth is.    Topics in environmental science include the major biomes of the world, populations, biodiversity, water, air and land issues, energy resources, and waste management.  This course is also designed to help students develop an awareness and understanding of current environmental issues.   Emphasis will be placed on decision-making skills as students consider the risks and future consequences of human actions. Students will be challenged to develop and discuss their own possible solutions to the problems at hand.  
  In this course, students will apply, analyze, synthesize and evaluate scientific knowledge; they will learn and practice effective reasoning, critical thinking and problem solving skills.  In addition, students will develop an appreciation of current social issues that relate to the environment.


Environmental topics will be explored through a variety of means: class discussion and notes, case studies, long and short term projects, textbook assignments, laboratory experiments and investigations, library and computer research and writing exercises.  

DAILY EXPECTATIONS:
Students are expected: 
•  to come to class on time and be prepared to learn.
•  to follow directions the first time they are given.

•  to bring necessary materials to class each day.
•  to treat each other, the teacher, and school equipment with respect.

•  to behave appropriately 
GRADING POLICY:
	     Tests and major projects
	        40 % 

	     Quizzes , Lab reports and small projects
	        25 % 

	     Class work
	        15 % 

	     Graded homework
	        10 % 

	     Homework calendar 
	        10 % 


HOMEWORK:


All homework should be completed and ready to hand in on the assigned day.  Late homework will not be accepted.  Students need to stay up to date with all of their work.  Late homework results in a grade of zero. If you are absent on the day homework is assigned, according to school guidelines, you have two days to make up the work.  If specific circumstances arise you must speak with me to make other arrangements.  Remember that it is your responsibility to find out what you missed when you are absent.   ** If you know you are going to be absent, please see me for the assignment(s) beforehand.                 

TESTS/QUIZZES/PROJECTS:


Quizzes are given frequently; they may be announced or unannounced.  Tests are given at the end of each chapter(s), and are always announced.   Tests will be announced roughly a week ahead of time so you have sufficient time to study.  ** If you are absent on the day of a test/quiz you must make it up when you return to school, or see me immediately to make other arrangements.  Make-up tests/quizzes are taken at an arranged time outside of class.


Projects are assigned from time to time.  You will always be given adequate time to complete these projects.  Occasionally class time is allotted to work on the assignment.  Specific guidelines, rubrics and due dates are distributed when the project is introduced so that you can manage your time wisely.  

PARTICIPATION/BEHAVIOR:


Learning is an interactive process, so participation in all activities is required.  Oral participation is a must.  Students must learn to communicate effectively and so it is stressed that every student orally communicates his/her ideas, opinions or answers to questions during each class period.  In addition, every student must show respect for each other and me each day.  Be attentive and courteous to others as they share in the classroom.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated!

EXTRA HELP:
 If any student finds that he/she is struggling, has questions, needs to make up works or is in need of extra help, please come and see me immediately.  We will set up a convenient time to meet.  Students can get a pass to get out of their study hall to make up work if possible or they will have to stay after school.
Plagiarism:


To plagiarize, as defined by The American Heritage College Dictionary, is to use and pass off as one’s own (the ideas or writings of another).  Plagiarism of any kind, whether on homework or a project, will not be tolerated.  Any student who plagiarizes, or who assists in plagiarizing will receive a grade of zero for the work, (meaning if you let someone copy your work you also receive a zero).

_______________________________________________________________________
Environmental Science Classroom Procedures & Expectations

Students:  Please sign on the line below to indicate that you read and understand biology class expectations and policies.

__________________________________


_______________

                             (student signature)



          (date)

Parents/Guardians:  Please sign on the line below to indicate that you read and understand the expectations of your child in biology class.

___________________________________


________________

                   (parent/guardian signature)                                                (date)

