Honors Biology                                                  Teacher: Mrs. johnson

                                  
2010-2011
TEXT:      Biology Concepts & Connections   (6th edition)
MATERIALS:


Binder  w/ paper and dividers (Sections in binder should include: Test/quizzes, Labs, Homework, 
                Notes/Class work, Projects)


2-two pocket folders





Pen and Pencil


Bound Notebook

*Ruler
*Colored pencils (Not necessary but may be beneficial to have)
Additional materials needed later in the year for science research project include a three-sided display board with title, flash drive (to back up all science project reports).
COURSE OVERVIEW:


This course introduces you to the basic principles of molecular and cellular biology, genetics, heredity, evolution and ecology. This course is designed to teach you to understand and appreciate the unity and diversity that characterizes life.  In this course you will be required to go beyond gaining knowledge of biological concepts, and will practice applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating that knowledge.  You will also learn to reason effectively, think critically, and solve problems.  In addition to developing an appreciation of current social issues that involve science and technology, this biology course is designed to increase scientific literacy and prepare students to be successful on CAPT.

Formal labs will be performed in order to complement the material discussed in class.  Labs take place once a week, during your scheduled lab period.   In order for you to communicate effectively in writing, lab reports will be written after each lab is performed.

Daily Expectations:


It is expected that you, the student:

· are in class on time. (see handbook for tardiness policy)

· behave appropriately during class time and lab time.

· are respectful of the classroom and the people in it.

· are prepared each day by bringing essential materials to class.

* Safety is top priority in a lab setting.  Lab expectations and guidelines will be discussed at a later date, and  

   students will be asked to sign safety contracts and are required to pass a safety quiz.

EVALUATION:

                      Tests/Projects 
45%

           Labs/Projects
30%

                     Quizzes
15% 

           Homework

10%

HOMEWORK:


All homework should be completed and ready to hand in on the assigned day.  Late homework will not be accepted.  Students need to stay up to date with all of their work.  Late homework results in a grade of zero. If you are absent on the day homework is assigned, according to school guidelines, you have two days to make up the work.  If specific circumstances arise you must speak with me to make other arrangements.  Remember that it is your responsibility to find out what you missed when you are absent.   ** If you know you are going to be absent, please pick up the assignments you will miss beforehand.                 

            Homework calendars will be used for homework. Students will receive a calendar at the beginning of each month.  Each completed assignment receives a stamp on the calendar.  Students will keep these in their binders until they are collected at the end of each month, and given a grade for the work they completed.  Details will be discussed in class.

LABS:


Lab work is an integral part of Biology.  Lab work helps to assess the application and synthesis of knowledge. You must always be prepared for lab by reading the procedure ahead of time. You will be given an adequate amount of time to complete the lab.  Additional time outside of class may be required occasionally.  Lab reports are usually due one week after the experiment has been completed.  (more information to follow)  Late Labs: Ten points will be deducted from your grade for every day a lab report is late.  When you pass in a late lab you must personally hand it to me.  * Missed labs must be made up at a scheduled time within one week of your return to school.

TESTS/QUIZZES/PROJECTS:


Quizzes are given frequently; they may be announced or unannounced.  Tests are given at the end of each chapter(s), and are always announced.   Tests will be announced roughly a week ahead of time so you have sufficient time to study.  ** If you are absent on the day of a test/quiz you must make it up when you return to school, or see me immediately to make other arrangements.  Make-up tests/quizzes are taken at an arranged time outside of class.


Projects are assigned each quarter.  You will always be given adequate time to complete these projects.  Occasionally class time is allotted to work on the assignment.  Specific guidelines, rubrics and due dates are distributed when the project is introduced so that you can manage your time wisely. 


The major project for the year is the Science Research Project.  It will be completed over the first three quarters of the school year.  Details for this and other projects will be discussed in class. 
PARTICIPATION/BEHAVIOR:


Learning is an interactive process, so participation in all activities is required.  Oral participation is a must!  Students must learn to communicate effectively and so it is stressed that every student orally communicates his/her ideas, opinions or answers to questions during each class period.  In addition, every student must show respect for each other and me each day.  Be attentive and courteous to others as they share in the classroom.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated!

EXTRA HELP:


If any student finds that he/she is struggling, has questions, or is in need of extra help, please come and see me immediately - We will set up a convenient time to meet.   Please do not hesitate to come and speak with me.  *** It is important to me that everyone understands the material.

Plagiarism:


To plagiarize, as defined by The American Heritage College Dictionary, is to use and pass off as one’s own (the ideas or writings of another).  Plagiarism of any kind, whether on homework or a project, will not be tolerated.  Any student who plagiarizes, or who assists in plagiarizing will receive a grade of zero for the work, (meaning if you let someone copy your work you also receive a zero).

Honors Biology Classroom Procedures & Expectations

Students:  Please sign on the line below to indicate that you read and understand the biology class expectations and policies.

__________________________________


_______________

(student signature)



           (date)

Parents/Guardians:  Please sign on the line below to indicate that you have read and understand the expectations of your child in biology class.

___________________________________


________________

(parent/guardian signature)                                                (date)

