Media & Pop Culture (Semester 1)

Grades 10, 11, 12
Mr. Ed Thornton
Ext. 392
ethornton@unioncatholic.org
Classroom 227
Course Description: 

Media & Pop Culture is a one semester course designed for sophomores, juniors and seniors.  Students in this interdisciplinary, elective course will examine the impact that American pop culture has on their everyday lives. Some issues that will be discussed will be how pop culture both reflects and shapes reality, including the way the U.S. is perceived globally, and how consumerism and pop culture are closely related. Students will analyze the role that television, radio, the news, entertainment, sports, etc. play in today's culture, as well as that of recent decades.  

Prerequisites:  

None

Text Books and Materials:

· Supplemental handouts.  
· A folder to organize in-class handouts.
· A blue or black ink pen; #2 pencils
· Laptop computer – It is your responsibility to charge the battery each night.  Your laptop MUST be brought to class every day!
Grading: 
Homework 25%

Quizzes 35%

Tests 40%

Laptops must be brought to class, as well as the any handouts or assignments needed for the day’s work.  This is part of your preparedness grade.  All writing assignments must be submitted in printed form with your name, the date, and your section color in the upper left-hand corner of the assignment. Tests will be announced; quizzes may not be announced.  Class participation and discussion are essential to this course and will count as one test grade.  All students will complete a research assignment in place of a mid-term exam; no students will be exempt from this assignment.
Absences:

If you are absent, check EdGate and see me the day of your return.  You are responsible for obtaining and completing missed work by the assigned deadline.  Please email me through EdGate or ethornton@unioncatholic.org if you have any questions or if you are absent for an extended period of time.  

Classroom Procedures:

1) Arrive on time and be prepared to work as soon as you are seated.  You must have your laptop and all required texts for that day.
2) Headphones  and ipods are NOT permitted in class.
3) Be respectful of others and their ideas.  Reading and responding to the writing of our peers is one way to improve our own writing skills.  Remember to do so, not only with criticism, but also with praise.
4) Class participation is essential, but, please, raise your hand when you have a contribution or a question.

5) Access daily homework assignments and other important class news through School Notes.  If you are absent, you are responsible for finding out what you have missed and talk to the teacher about missing assignments and due dates upon your return to school.  Also any announcements, information or changes for class will be announced on School Notes.  If you are absent on the day of a quiz, but you were present when the material was covered, you will take the quiz/test upon returning to class.

6) Try your best at all times.  Your focus should not be to get ahead of other students; your focus should be to get ahead of yourself.  

7) Welcome to Media & Pop Culture!    
Printing Policy:

1. All printing must happen before you walk into class.  

2. You are not permitted to print out homework at the beginning of the period. 

Headings: (MLA Format)
All work that is handed in must have the same heading in the upper left corner

Your Name

Teachers Name

Course and Section

Mr. Thornton

Date

