8th Grade Reading Questions:  The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien  (answer in complete sentences)
Chapter 1 - “An Unexpected Party”
1. Where do hobbits live?  Describe their houses.

2. Where were the best rooms located?  Why?

3. Why were the Bagginses considered respectable?

4. Describe a hobbit.  Give characteristics of this being.

5. How old is Bilbo when the journey begins?
6. What season is it?  How is this significant?

7. Why were the Tooks less respectable?  How does this make Bilbo different from other hobbits?

8. Who came to visit Bilbo one bright – sunny morning?

9. Who was Bilbo’s mother?

10. What did Gandalf do after Bilbo went inside the hole?

11. Who arrived for tea instead of Gandalf?

12. Who arrived after the dwarves?

13. How did Bilbo feel about all this unexpected company?

14. Who cleaned the dishes after tea?

15. What effect did the music have on Bilbo?  What is revealed about the dwarves in this song?
16. What part was Bilbo to take in the adventure?  What will his job be?

17. Who made the map which Gandalf produced?
18. What else did Gandalf give Thorin?

19. Why didn’t Gandalf engage a hero to accompany the dwarves?

20. What had happened to the mountain where Thorin’s grandfather ruled as king?

21. Where and by whom was Thorin’s grandfather killed?

22. What happened to Thrain, Thorin’s father?

23. Was Bilbo decided about the adventure when he went to bed that night?

Chapter 2 – “Roast Mutton”
1. What did Bilbo find in the morning?

2. What were the terms of Bilbo’s contract with the dwarves?

3. From where did the company plan to leave?  At what time?

4. Who disappeared from the journey as the going got worse?

5. What happened which caused them to lose most of their food?

6. What creatures were roasting mutton at a huge fire?  Describe these creatures.

7. Why were they complaining?

8. Why was Bilbo detected by the trolls?

9. What did Bilbo tell the trolls he was?

10. What did Bilbo mean when he said, “I am a good cook myself, and cook better than I cook if you see what I mean?”

11. What happened to the dwarves?  How did Gandalf save the dwarves?
12. What did Bilbo find on the ground where the trolls had their fight?

13. What did they find in the cave?

14. What did they do with the pots of coins?

15. Where had Gandalf disappeared to?

16. What hobbit qualities are challenged in these chapters?

Chapter 3 – “A Short Rest”
1. Where was the next stop on the journey?
2. How long did they stay at the last Homely House?

3. What did the travelers learn about the swords?

4. What was the name of Gandalf’s sword?  Of Thorin’s?

5. What are moon – letters?

6. What did the moon – letters say?

7. Who was Durin?  What is Durin’s Day?
Chapter 4 – “Over Hill and Under Hill”

1. What did Fili and Kili find for shelter from the thunderstorm?

2. What part of Bilbo’s dream came true?

3. What came out from the crack?  Who escaped in time?

4. Describe the characteristics of goblins.  What is their purpose in the story?  What does their song reveal about them?

5. Who was the leader of the goblins?

6. What name did the goblins call Orcrist?

7. What caused the great goblin’s death?

8. What did the goblins name Glamdring?

9. How was Bilbo left behind?

Chapter 5 – “Riddles in the Dark”
1. What did Bilbo discover in the dark tunnel? 
2. What happened to Bilbo’s dagger when he drew it out in the tunnel?  
3. Where did the dark tunnel lead?

4. Describe Gollum.  What makes him so memorable?  What do his appearance and his home reveal about him?

5. What did Gollum call himself?  Why was his name Gollum?
6. What does Gollum suggest as a way to see who will get what he wants?  What will happen if Bilbo wins?  What will happen if Gollum wins?

7. What riddle stumps Gollum?

8. Was Gollum prepared to keep his part of the bargain?

9. How did Bilbo find that the ring made him invisible?  Why is finding the ring seen as Bilbo’s “turning point in his career”?

10. Why did Bilbo follow Gollum?

11. What did Bilbo lose as he slipped through the back door?

12. What was Bilbo’s response to Gollum’s outrage and pain?  What does that suggest about Bilbo?
Chapter 6 – “Out of the Frying-Pan into the Fire”
1. What were Gandalf and the dwarves discussing when Bilbo approached them?  What is Bilbo thinking when he is momentarily alone?

2. What part did Bilbo leave out as he told them about his adventures underground?

3. What indicates that Gandalf knows about the ring?

4. What proverb did Bilbo invent when they encountered the wolves?

5. How did Gandalf suggest they avoid the Wargs?  Why were the Wargs meeting in the clearing?
6. How did Gandalf harass the Wargs?

7. Who heard all the commotion in the woods?

8. What characteristics did the eagles of the northern mountains possess?

9. How were the goblins and the Wargs trying to kill the company?

10. What saved the company from the fire?

11. How did Bilbo keep himself from being left behind?

12. What did the eagles bring the company to eat for dinner?

Chapter 7 – “Queer Lodgings”
1. Where did the eagles take the company?

2. What is Carrock?

3. What did Gandalf forewarn the company about?

4. How did Gandalf propose to introduce the dwarves to Beorn?

5. What is unusual about Beorn? What did Beom hate as much as the dwarves?
6. Which animal set the table for dinner?

7. What warning did Beorn give the group before he left?

8. Where had Gandalf been all day?  Where had Beorn been?

9. What was Gandalf fond of doing after he ate?

10. What did Beorn do with the goblin and the Warg he captured?

11. What essential warning did Beorn give the group?  What else does he give them?

12. What would be the only wholesome food the travelers might find n Mirkwood Forest?

13. Who left the group at the edge of Mirkwood Forest?  Why is this important to the story?
Chapter 8 - “Flies and Spiders”
1. What was Mirkwood Forest like?  List all things black Bilbo and dwarves encounter here.  What does Tolkien communicate through this imagery?

2. Why did they give up lighting fires at night?
3. What ran across their path?  Why couldn’t they slake their thirst from this?  What would happen if they fell into this stream?

4. How did they get across the river?

5. What happened just as the last dwarves were disembarking from the boat?

6. Why couldn’t Bilbo see that they were nearing the end of Mirkwood Forest when he climbed the tree?

7. What was the weather like above the forest?  What creatures did he see?

8. What dream did Bombur have while he was asleep?

9. What did Balin spy in the forest?

10. What happened each time they approached the feasting?

11. Bilbo became separated from the dwarves and fell asleep. What did he discover when he awakened?

12. What incident gave Bilbo the self confidence he had lacked?

13. What did Bilbo name his dagger?

14. What happened to the dwarves?

15. How did Bilbo get the spiders to come after him?

16. What happened to Thorin?

17. Why was Thorin imprisoned by the king of the Wood – elves?

18. Who do the dwarves begin to rely on once Gandalf leaves the group?

19. The dwarves recognized that Bilbo possessed three essential qualities for success.  What were they?

Chapter 9 – “Barrels Out of Bond”
1. What happened to the dwarves before they found the path?

2. Why did Bilbo escape capture?  Why does he accompany the prisoners?
3. What did Bilbo do while the dwarves were in the dungeons?

4. What other door did Bilbo find which led to the outside?

5. What plan of escape did Bilbo devise?

6. How were they almost intercepted?

Chapter 10 – “A Warm Welcome”
1. Who had heard of Bilbo’s predicament and intended to come to help when he finished his business?

2. Where was the Laketown built?

3. How did Bilbo help the dwarves escape the barrels?  In what condition were the dwarves?

4. Who went to Laketown first?

5. Where was the master of Laketown?

6. How did the people of Laketown treat the company?  How long do they stay here?

7. What do  the Laketown inhabitants’ legends reveal about them, and how do these relate to Bilbo and the dwarves?

8. How did the Wood-elves learn about Thorin’s arrival in Laketown?

Chapter 11 – “On the Doorstep”
1. Who finds the steps leading to the secret door?

2. How did they get supplies to their third camp?

3. Who did they leave behind at the second camp?

4. What reminded Bilbo that the keyhole would be revealed on Durin’s Day?

5. What did Thorin have to supply to open the door?

6. Who was the inhabitant of Lonely Mountain at this time?

Chapter 12 – “Inside Information”
1. What does Balin do to make Bilbo more secure as he enters the tunnel to the dragon’s lair?

2. What security measure did Bilbo use before entering the dragon’s cavern?

3. Describe Smaug.

4. What did Bilbo steal from Smaug’s treasure?

5. Was Smaug awake the first time Bilbo entered the mountain?

6. How did Smaug react to the theft?

7. Where did the dwarves hide from Smaug?

8. Describe the Arkenstone.  Discuss its function and delve into its symbolic significance.

9. What proverb does Bilbo quote before he visits Smaug?

10. Who does Smaug believe is responsible for this intrusion?

11. What advice does Smaug give Bilbo?

12. How does Bilbo trick Smaug into revealing his weak spot?

13. What does Bilbo mean when he says, “Never laugh at live dragons…”?

14. Why is Bilbo cross with the thrush?

15. Why was Bilbo fortunate in requesting that the secret door be closed?
Chapter 13 – “Not at Home”
1. What was the only way out with the secret door closed?

2. What did Bilbo find in the mountain of treasure?

3. Who led the way out of the mountain?

4. Where did they travel to after they left the front gate of  Smaug’s stronghold?

5. What is cram?

Chapter 14 – “Fire and Water”

1. Where does Smaug go while the dwarves are exploring his mountain?

2. Who shoots and kills Smaug?

3. How did the thrush know about the missing scale?

4. Where did Smaug land when he fell?

5. Who objects to Bard becoming king?

6. Why does the Elvin king march toward the Lonely Mountain?

7. Who is Bard’s famous ancestor?

Chapter 15 – “The Gathering of the Clouds”
1. How do the dwarves learn of Smaug’s death?

2. Who was Carc?

3. What does Roac adviser Thorin?

4. Who does Thorin send for?

5. How did the dwarves prepare for the battle?

6. Which two armies came to claim a part of the treasure?

Chapter 16 – “A Thief in the Night”
1. Why does Bilbo volunteer to take the watch for Bombur?

2. Who is among the men and elves?
Chapter 17 – “The Clouds Burst”
1. What does Thorin offer for the Arkenstone?
2. Who was Dain’s father?

3. What happens just as the dwarves are about to begin the battle against the men and elves?

4. Who unites the dwarves?

5. Who are their enemies?

6. What flies in the air above these enemies?

7. Who is Blog?

8. Does Bilbo join the fighting?

9. Who joins the battle to  help the dwarves?

10. Why doesn’t Bilbo know about the rest of the battle?

11. What is the battle called?

Chapter 18 – “The Return Journey”
1. What type of creature finds Bilbo and why was it so difficult from him to be located?

2. What happens to Thorin? Who rescued Thorin from Bolg?
3. What happened to Bolg?

4. Who is the new King under the Mountain?  Where do they bury Thorin?
5. Which two dwarves dies along with Thorin?

6. How much treasure was given to Bard?

7. What did Bard do with his share?

8. How much treasure did Bilbo accept?

9. Who accompanied Bilbo home?

Chapter 19 – “The Last Stage”
1. How did Bilbo learn that Gandalf had been at a council of wizards during the time the dwarves and Bilbo were in Mirkwood Forest?

2. What did they stop for on their return home near the place of their first adventure?

3. What was happening at Bilbo’s hobbit hole when he returned home?
4. What did Bilbo lose besides his silver spoons?

5. Who came to visit Bilbo in later years?
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