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I.  CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT 
AND LEARNING

What kind of Learner Are You?

[image: image4.wmf]     As you look around our classroom, you may notice people who are similar to you in various ways.  Some may dress like you, or have the same color hair or eyes.  However, you’ll also notice that there are thousands of differences between you and the others in our classroom that make you stand out as different and special.  Everyone is created with special talents, abilities and skills that help shape us as the unique individuals we are.  
[image: image5.wmf]     The same thing stands for the way in which we learn.  Not everyone can learn the same material in the same way.  Some people have obvious strengths (Chances are you know someone who loves one subject, but completely hates another).  Some people seem to learn without ever studying!  How UNFAIR!  The point, however, is that we all learn differently.  So how do you know how YOU learn?
[image: image6.wmf]By answering the questions below, you will be able to determine what type of learner you are.  It may help to show you new ways in which you can successfully study, and it may help to improve the way you feel about school.

DIRECTIONS:

In each section, put a CHECK MARK (  [image: image7.png]


  ) next to the description that applies to you.  Leave the other spaces blank.  At the end of each section, total the number of check marks you have made in each. 

SECTION A

_____  If I need to spell a word correctly, I write it down to see if it “looks” right.

_____  I can remember names if I see them written on name tags.

_____  I enjoy reading books and looking at the pictures.

_____  I would prefer to read the directions or look at the illustrations before beginning 
a project.

_____  To remember what the teacher says in class, it helps me to take notes.

_____  I usually write down all of my assignments to help me remember them.

_____  A good way for me to practice vocabulary words would be to use flashcards.

_____  I like my desk and locker to be neatly organized.

_____  I can sit still to watch TV or work on the computer for a long time.

_____  I can understand things better when I read them than when I listen to them.

_____  I like my family to make a list of the chores they’d like me to do rather than just   

tell me.

_____  I can picture things easily in my mind.

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHECKS IN SECTION A: ______

SECTION B

_____  If I hear someone’s name, I remember it easily.

_____  I prefer to listen to a book on audio tape or MP3 rather than read it.

_____  I can pay attention and remember easily when my teacher reads aloud to us.

_____  I use jingles and songs to help me memorize things.

_____  If I were lost, I would stop and ask someone for directions rather than look at a 
map.

_____  In class, I can best remember a story if we have a discussion about it.

_____  I remember songs after hearing them only a couple of times.

_____  I often read and study by repeating information aloud to myself.

_____  I am distracted by background noise (like pencil tapping) when I am taking a test.

_____  I like to study for tests by having someone quiz me aloud.

_____  I like to talk and listen.

_____  I work math word problems by talking them through aloud.

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHECKS IN SECTION B: ______

SECTION C

_____  It is difficult for me to pay attention when I must sit still for an entire class 
period.

_____  I enjoy sports and being active.

_____  I count on my fingers or with other objects to do math problems.

_____  My favorite classes are those where I can move around a lot.

_____  I would almost always choose to play outside rather than sit inside, read or watch 
TV.

_____  I have a hard time staying neat and organized.

_____  I am good at skills that require precise movements like walking on a balance beam, 
serving a volleyball or tennis ball, or playing ping pong.

_____  I prefer to learn a new activity by being shown how to do it rather than reading 
about it or being told the directions.  

_____  I would like to act out stories in class rather than talk about them or read them 
alone.
_____  I have a good sense of balance and rhythm.

_____  I can learn dance steps or athletic skills after only trying them a few times.

_____  I would like to study my multiplication tables by saying them in rhythm while I dribble 
a ball.

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHECKS IN SECTION C: ______

IF YOU SCORED HIGHEST IN SECTION A…

You are most likely a visual learner.  [image: image8.wmf]
Visual people learn and recall best the things that they see.  Some visual learners remember pictures best, some words and some numbers.  Visual learners can picture in their mind things that are described to them; they memorize how things look.  They can understand material better when the read it by themselves.  When they must listen, they like to take notes to help them recall information later.  Visual learners should write assignments down to help them remember what to study.  Most visual learners would prefer to use directions (either words or pictures) to put something together rather than just “figure it out.”  Many are very organized, neat and attentive to details.

STUDY TIPS FOR VISUAL LEARNERS:

· Highlight or underline key ideas in reading passages whenever possible.

· Use outlining to help make sense of reading assignments.

· To study for tests, do something you can see:  draw pictures, make time lines, copy your notes, spelling words, definitions or math formulas.

· Use index cards to make flash cards.  You can color code or categorize them, separate them into “know” and “don’t know” piles, or have someone quiz you using them.

· If you are bored with taking notes on paper, write or draw on a computer, chalk board or dry erase board as you study.

· ALWAYS write down your assignments in one central assignment book.

WARNING:  Visual learners can be tempted to watch too much TV because it’s so visually stimulating.  Be careful that you don’t, particularly when you’re studying, as it will distract your attention from the task at hand.
IF YOU SCORED HIGHEST IN SECTION B…

You are most likely an auditory learner.  [image: image9.wmf]
Auditory learners remember best by listening.  Auditory learners tend to be good talkers and listeners.  They remember discussions and remember easily what the teacher says in class.  They usually only need to hear the directions once before they can jump in and get to work.  Auditory learners would much prefer listening to a book read aloud or on tape than to sit and read it themselves.  Because they learn through listening, they can often remember a song or a name after hearing it only one or two times.  When reading or studying, auditory learners like to repeat the information aloud to themselves, and can easily be distracted by background noise.

STUDY TIPS FOR AUDITORY LEARNERS:

· Listen attentively in class in order to help you understand material that you may have to read later on your own.

· Read difficult passages aloud instead of silently whenever possible.

· Tape record your notes, vocabulary, math facts or any material that you need to learn.  Play the tape at home and when you are riding in the car.  When you think you know the material, recite it along with your tape.

· Use music to help you learn.  Put the information to a tune you already know, or make up your own song or jingle.  If you prefer, you can create rhymes or poems to help you.

· Have someone quiz you or study with a partner and go over the information aloud.  

WARNING:  Auditory learners often enjoy talking or listening to music.  When studying, this can be highly distracting.  Be sure to study in a noise-free environment whenever possible.

IF YOU SCORED HIGHEST IN SECTION C…

You are most likely a kinesthetic learner.  [image: image10.wmf]
Kinesthetic learners need movement or activity while they study in order to remember well.  They can concentrate best when they are physically active.  They often find it difficult to sit still for long periods of time and are most successful when they can practice or do what they are learning.  Many kinesthetic learners like to work with their hands; many like sports and can learn new athletic skills easily.  Class projects and group work are among their favorite activities because it allows them to do something instead of simply reading, writing or listening.  Organization skills are sometimes a challenge for kinesthetic learners.

STUDY TIPS FOR KINESTHETIC LEARNERS: 

· Use concrete objects (like coins, beans, blocks, etc.) to help you understand math concepts.

· With spelling and vocabulary, trace your words in salt or sand, or use magnetic letters to spell out the words.

· Use maps, globes and puzzles to study history and geography.

· “Teach” the information you learn to your family or friends by using a chalkboard to write or draw the concepts.

· Have someone talk through the information with you while you do something active:  shoot baskets, jump rope or simply walk around.

· Have a parent or friend help you develop a system and stay organized.  Find a “study buddy” so that you can get any missing materials you might need in the event that you misplace them.

WARNING:  Kinesthetic learners can usually only sit still and be productive for a certain amount of time before becoming distracted (by tapping a pen, doodling, etc).  Make sure you schedule small (five minute) breaks in your study time and homework time so that your attention will be focused and you will be productive.
Multiple Intelligences
Circle all the ways you like to learn and activities you enjoy:
	Intelligence
	these learners might like to
	learning activities could be



	Verbal Linguistic:
Word Smart
	Write; read; tell stories; do word puzzles; learn rhymes; memorize facts; tell jokes
	Debates; role play; reading; writing speeches, lyrics for songs, prayers; word games and crosswords; use mnemonics to remember facts

	Mathematical/Logical:
Logic Smart
	Solve problems; do logic puzzles; work with numbers; play strategy games; experiment to test ideas; ask questions; reason things out; explore patterns
	Puzzles; timelines; comparisons using Venn diagrams; debates; putting information onto a mind map; seeking patterns in information; creating outlines, storyboards

	Spatial:
Picture Smart
	Do art and design activities; draw accurate representations; build and create models; read maps and charts; look at pictures; think in visual images; do jigsaw puzzles
	Concept mapping; artwork; looking at and interrogating photographs; cartoons and storyboards; jigsaw puzzles; making charts and posters; constructing floor plans

	Bodily-Kinesthetic:
Body Smart
	Move around; act things out; have hands on learning; do craft work; be tactile; dance
	Role play and dance; co-operative tasks; creating clay objects; painting words, sentences; constructing floor plans; manipulating words

	Musical:
Music Smart
	Sing and hum; remember melodies and rhythms; listen to music; study with music playing; play instruments
	Raps, jingles and rhymes; draw visual images to music; rewrite a story to a familiar tune; use music to remember facts

	Interpersonal:
People Smart
	Be with others and socialize; lead and organize groups; resolve conflicts; empathize with others; co-operate with others;
	Co-operative tasks; make group murals; group story writing; interviewing; conferences and debates; role play and dance;

	Intrapersonal:
Self Smart
	Work alone; be independent; set personal goals; reflect and think; pursue their own in interests; be individual
	Make a diary for a character; make a personal collage; listen to audio tapes; record ideas on audio tape; reflective journals; independent reading or research

	Naturalist:
Nature Smart
	Learn about nature; identify, categorize and classify things; look after pets; know about the world and how it works; show concern for the natural environment

	Outdoor investigation; naming and classifying; making collections and lists


© St Gabriel's Programme 2004. 
HABITS OF MIND

These good habits make it easier for you to learn new things!  For each good habit, write your answers to each question in the boxes provided.

	Good

Habit
	What does this mean to you?  (Use the dictionary to look up unfamiliar terms)
	What are some synonyms that could be used in place of this term? (Use the thesaurus, if necessary)
	What does using this strategy look or sound like?
	Why is this strategy so important in a productive community?

	Questioning and Posing Problems
	
	· 
	
	

	Thinking Inter-dependently
	
	· 
	
	

	Gathering Data Through All of the Senses
	
	· 
	
	

	Managing Impulsivity
	
	· 
	
	

	Applying Past Knowledge
	
	· 
	
	

	Striving For Accuracy
	
	· 
	
	

	Thinking About Your Thinking (Reflecting)
	
	· 
	
	

	Finding Humor (appropriate, of course!)
	
	· 
	
	

	Listening To Others With Understanding And Empathy
	
	· 
	
	

	Persisting
	
	· 
	
	

	Imagining, Creating, And Innovating
	
	· 
	
	

	Taking Responsible Risks
	
	· 
	
	

	Thinking and Communicating With Clarity And Precision
	
	· 
	
	

	Remaining Open To New Learning
	
	· 
	
	

	Thinking Flexibly
	
	· 
	
	

	Responding with Wonderment and Awe
	
	· 
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II.  GRAMMAR, USAGE AND FORMAT

BASIC WRITING RULES

Name










Date

Period








Assignment

Title

1. Write your name, the date, the period you have English, and the assignment on every paper, as shown above.  

2. If you have given your work a title, it should be centered and capitalized, as shown.

3.  Avoid contractions in formal writing (ex. use "can not" instead of "can't"), UNLESS it is part of a direct quotation.

4. Avoid most abbreviations in formal writing (ex. use "New York" instead of NY).

5. Write out numbers less than ten.

6. Place commas and periods INSIDE QUOTES!

7. Avoid the most common verbs in the English language:


BE - am, is, are, was, were, been, being


HAVE - has, had, having


COME - come, coming


GO - went, gone, going


GET - got gotten, getting


DO - did, done, doing

unless they are used as helping verbs.  They may also be used in dialogue, as they reflect the manner in which we speak.  In order to avoid them, use more specific words.  For example, "There was a flashlight in the distance," changes to "A red light flashed methodically two hundred yards ahead."  

8. Avoid qualifiers like sort of, kind of, I guess, just, really, in a way, pretty much, a lot, In this paper I will, In my opinion, or I think.  These make you sound unsure of the information you are presenting.

9. Avoid idioms and other overused constructions (ex. "the fact that," "all they could do was," "he let the cat out of the bag.").

10. TOTALLY avoid started to, started, or began to, began, to keep your writing precise.  For example:


"I began to search for Jay-Z.  When I found him, he started weeping."


Instead, use "I searched for Jay Z.  After I found him, he wept."

11. Tighten phrases and clauses when they are wordy.  For example:


"My sister went shopping.  She took my mother and me with her."


Instead, use "My sister, my mother, and I went shopping."

12. Put statements in positive form.

Harold is not honest.


[image: image12]
      Harold is dishonest.

Shelly and Joe did not remember.

[image: image13]            Shelly and Joe forgot.

Gerry has a consistently bad habit of not listening. 
[image: image14]   Gerry consistently fails to listen.

© 2002 R. Wilson.  Revised with permission.
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LITERARY TERMS & DEVICES,

PUNCTUATION AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE


         LITERARY TERMS - vocabulary used when talking about literature

Allegory - a literary work in which the author uses characters (sometimes animals) to express an idea or belief about the human condition or society.

Anecdote - a brief account of some interesting event or incident.

Antagonist - the opponent of the main character in any story.

Anthology - a collection of the writings of various authors.

Author's Purpose - why an author writes in the way that they do.  The author's purpose for writing can be to explain something, to persuade others to their way of thinking, to describe an object or event, to narrate or tell a story to entertain, or to simply express feelings, as with poetry or journalizing.  

Autobiography - a usually written history of a person's life, narrated by the person, him/herself
Biography - a usually written history of a person's life, told by an outsider
Characterization - the method(s) an author uses to acquaint the reader with his/her characters.  These include physical traits and/or personality, speech and behavior, thoughts and/or feelings, or the opinions and reactions of other characters toward this individual.

Climax - the high point of a story in which the conflicts of the main character(s) are resolved or addressed in some way.

Conflict - a struggle between opposing forces, either internal or external to a character.  A conflict can include a clash of actions, values, ideas, or desires.
     While a work of literature can include seven main types of conflict, only one can be considered the central or main conflict:


A. Man vs. Man – One character is in conflict with 


another character.


B. Man vs. Self – A character has in inner conflict.


C. Man vs. Society – A character is in conflict with the 


rules or beliefs of society in general.


D. Man vs. Fate – An outside force controls what happens 

     
to a character.


E. Man vs. Nature - A character is in conflict with any natural element or animal.

F. Man vs. The Unknown - A character is in conflict with an unknown 
force/entity.

G. Man vs. Machine/Technology - A character is in conflict with some form of 
technology.
Epilogue - the end of a narrative or a dramatic poem.

Farce - a play filled with ridiculous or absurd happenings.

Fictitious - created or formed by the imagination.

Figurative Language -a literary technique that an author uses to express an idea in an indirect or implied manner (metaphor, symbolism, etc.) 

Flashback - an interruption in the action of a story, play or work of non-fiction to show an episode that happened at an earlier time.  A flashback is usually used to provide background. 

Foreshadowing - hints or clues from the author about events which will occur later in the narrative.

Ironic - resulting in an unforeseen and opposite outcome from what is expected.


A. Irony of Tone – Extends verbal irony to include lengthy passages or even an 
entire work in which an author expresses an attitude that is the opposite of what 
he/she feels.


B. Irony of Situation – An event that is contrary to that which is expected or 
appropriate.


C. Dramatic Irony – The reader or audience has important information that the 
character lacks.


D. Verbal Irony – The contrast of purposefully saying the opposite of what is 
actually meant.

Inferential level - the reasonable and intelligent conclusions about the story that the reader can draw from hints provided by the author.

Literal Usage - the words of a story taken in their usual meaning, without exaggeration or imagination; matter-of-fact.

Poetic Justice - an outcome of a situation in which vice is punished and virtue is rewarded, usually in a manner that is appropriate to the situation.

Point of View - the relationship of the narrator to the story.  There are three major points of view:


A.  Personal or First Person – The narrator is a character in the story who can 
reveal 
his own thoughts and feelings, or what he sees or is told by other 
characters (narrator uses “I”).


B. Second Person - The narrator speaks directly to the reader, using "you".



C. Third Person - The narrator is an outsider (uses "he/she") who can reveal 
information in several ways:



1. Objective – The narrator is an outsider who can only report what 


he/she sees and hears.



2. Omniscient – The narrator is an all-knowing outsider who can enter 


the minds of one or all of the characters.

Plot - how the pattern of incidents which make up a story are arranged.  In a good plot, each incident has a purpose, grows out of the incidents that precede it and leads into those that follow, and is related to the main idea of the story.  

Story pattern stages usually include the following (definitions seen at the HS level in bold):


A. Explication/Exposition/Introduction - in which the protagonist's normal life 
and routine are explained.


B. Complication/Rising Action- in which something new and different happens 
which calls the protagonist to action.  He or she may embrace the call, try to 
ignore it, or be forced to deal with it at some point.


C. Conflict - in which the protagonist faces difficulties or challenges.  They may 
face more than one conflict, but there is usually one that is central to the story, 
also known as the Central Conflict (See "Conflict" under "C" for full explanation).


D. Crisis/Climax - in which the central conflict is finally faced.  This moment will 
decide the outcome of the story.


E. Resolution/Denouement/Falling Action - in which the protagonists resolves 
the central conflict.  In a tragic story, he or she may fail to resolve the central 
conflict, and may even die trying.


F. Closure (or death) - in which the changes in the protagonist's normal life or 
routine are explained.  The protagonist may have experienced a change in status 
and/or viewpoint.

Preface -a brief explanation or address to the reader at the beginning of a book. 

Prologue -. an opening statement or explanation to a poem, discourse, or performance.

Protagonist - the main/leading character in a story

Theme - an idea about life expressed in a literary work.  A theme may sometimes be stated directly, but more often is implied.  A theme, or comment on life, should not be confused with a moral or rule to live by.

Tone - the stated or implies attitude of an author toward his subject.  The author reveals his attitude through his/her choice of words and details.

Setting - the time, place and general environment in which a piece of fiction occurs.  Details of setting may be either stated or suggested.




LITERARY/POETIC DEVICES - an author's purposeful choice 


of vocabulary or use of language to create a desired effect for or emotion 


in his/her reader.

Alliteration - a literary device in which an author uses words with repeating consonant sounds to produce a specific effect.   

Assonance - a literary device in which an author uses words with repeating vowel sounds to produce a specific effect.  

Consonance - a literary device in which an author uses words with repeating consonant sounds to produce a specific effect.
Euphemism - a figure of speech by which a more agreeable word is used in place of a harsh one.
Hyperbole - exaggeration for emphasis or effect.
Idiom - an expression or figure of speech used by a particular group of people.
Imagery - concrete details that appeal to the senses.  By using specific images, an author establishes mood and arouses emotion in his/her readers.

Metaphor - a figure of speech in which one object is compared to another by using it in place of the other, requiring figurative interpretation.

Mood - the tone of a story that is set by an author through his or her use of specific words to convey a certain feeling or emotion

Onomatopoeia - a word that is designed to sound like the object or action it refers to.  

Personification - a literary device in which an author applies human feelings or actions to non-human things.

.Simile - a comparison of objects by using "like" or "as" to show their relationship. 
Symbolism - a literary device involving the author's use of symbols to convey deeper meaning or more clear image to the reader.




PUNCTUATION - standardized marks or signs in written matter 


that clarify the meaning and separate structural units.

Apostrophe - a mark of punctuation that is used in contractions to show where letters have been omitted.  It can also be used in making letters or numbers plural (except for dates) and in showing possession in nouns.  In the case of plural nouns, the apostrophe may be used after the original "s", instead of adding "'s".

Colon - a mark of punctuation consisting of two dots, one above the other (:), often used to introduce a list of items or an explanation of something.  The opening clause must be an independent one.

Contraction - the shortening of a word or word group by removing letters and combining, when necessary (an apostrophe is usually used in place of the missing letter or space)

Comma - a mark of punctuation used within a sentence to offset specific clauses, phrases, or words in order to make the sentence's meaning clear and avoid misunderstanding.


A. Commas are used to separate three or more words, phrases, or clauses in a list 
or series. They also separate two or more adjectives that are used to describe the 
same noun.


B. Commas are used to separate day from year in a date, lines of addresses, cities 
from states, and names from titles that follow them.


C. Commas are used in dialogue before the first quotation mark.


D. Commas are used to separate independent clauses that are joined by the 
following conjunctions: and, but, for, or, nor, so, yet.

E. Commas are used before introductory words, phrases, or clauses that come 
before 
the main clause.


F. Commas should be used around a clause, phrase, or word that is used in a 
sentence after the main clause, in order to clarify it (also known as an 
"Appositive Phrase").  When these are found in the middle, a comma should be 
used both before and after.  When found at the end, the comma should be placed 
before it.

Exclamation point - a mark of punctuation used at the end of a command, a sentence that expresses excitement or volume, or an interjection.

Period - a mark of punctuation used at the end of a complete sentence to indicate a statement or non-urgent command.

Question Mark - a mark of punctuation used at the end of a sentence to indicate that the sentence is a direct question.

Quotation Mark - a mark of punctuation used to indicate dialogue, direct quotations, and to set off essays, short stories, songs, articles, and poems (place titles of books in italics, or UNDERLINE).  For dialogue within an existing quote, use single quotation marks (') instead of double (").  Commas and periods ALWAYS go INSIDE your end quote; colons and semicolons never do.  Question marks and exclamation points only go in if they are part of the original quotation or dialogue.

Semicolon - a mark of punctuation used to separate two related independent clauses that are not already joined by a conjunction.  They should also be used to separate a series of three or more elements that contain internal commas.




SENTENCES - a related group of words containing (at least) a subject 

and a predicate and expressing a complete thought.

Clause - a group of words containing a subject, verb, and sometimes an object, and functioning as a member of a complex or compound sentence.  Clauses are expressions of whole ideas, and can be declarative (makes a statement), interrogative (asks a question, sometimes using "5 W's +H"), exclamative (uses one of the "5 W's + H", but in statement form) imperative (demands action).  


A. Main Clause - this clause type is complete on its own (independent).  Simple 
sentences consist of just one main clause (ex. "I ate a cookie."). 


B. Subordinate Clause - this clause is part of a larger clause (ex. "The cookie that I 
ate yesterday was delicious.").  It explains a little about the main idea being 
expressed, but if you removed it, the main clause would still exist on its own.  
The fact that the subordinate clause depends on the main clause in order to be 
understood makes it a dependent clause.

Complex - Complex sentences contain several independent clauses that lead from one idea into another (ex. "I ate a cookie, and then I had to make more before my mother came home.").
Compound - Compound sentences contain two or more related independent clauses that are joined by a conjunction (ex. "I ate a cookie and it was good.").  
Declarative - containing a positive or explicit statement or affirmation.
Fragment - a sentence that is missing a vital component (subject or verb).

Object - in a sentence, the person, place, thing OR prepositional phrase that is affected by the action of a verb.  The object and verb together make up the predicate of a sentence.

Phrase - two or more words which when put together have a single meaning, but do not make up a complete sentence.

Predicate - the part of a sentence that expresses what is said of (modifies) the subject.  The predicate includes the verb and any objects or phrases that involve that verb.

Run-on - an ungrammatical sentence in which two or more independent clauses are joined without a conjunction, or many ideas are presented at once.
Subject - the person, place or thing that a sentence is about; that which performs the action in a sentence.




PARTS OF SPEECH - the classification of a word according to its 


function in a sentence (what it does).

Adjective - a word that modifies (describes) a noun or pronoun.  When it takes more than one word to describe the noun of a sentence, it is called an Adjective Phrase.  When several adjectives are used together, they should be put in a certain order: 



a) Value or opinion (delicious, lovely, charming)



b) Size (small, huge, 
tiny)



c) Age/Temperature (old, hot, young)



d) Shape (round, square, rectangular)



e) Color (red, blonde, black)



f) Origin (Swedish, Victorian, Chinese)



g) Material (plastic, wooden, silver)

Adverb - a word that describes action, condition, or experience.  Adverbs normally (but not always) end in -ly. Adverbs commonly modify verbs, but can also modify adjectives, and even other adverbs by explaining how, when, where, why, or by whom or what something is done (the main clause).  When it takes more than one word to explain the main clause, it is called an Adverb Phrase.
Appositive - a word or phrase that is placed next to a noun or adjective to explain or identify it.  For example, "My sister, who is younger, is driving me nuts."

Article/Determiner- a word that determines the use of a noun, without actually modifying it.  These include words like the, a, those, my, our, some, and each

Conjunction - a word that is used to link words, phrases, or clauses and show their relation to each other (ex. and, but, so, etc.).

Interjection - a grammatically unrelated word added to a sentence to convey emotion or excitement (ex. "Ow!")

Noun - a person, place, or thing.  A Proper Noun is the name of a person, place, or thing, and ALL NAMES SHOULD BE CAPITALIZED!!  A Collective Noun names groups of people or things (team, flock, etc.).  A Mass Noun names qualities or things that cannot be counted (laughter, sand, etc.). A Noun Phrase is a group of words that function as a single thing.

Plural - more than one

Possessive - showing belonging to a person, place or thing

Prefix - added to the beginning of a word, base, or phrase, a prefix produces a derivative or inflection of the word.

Preposition - word or phrase in a sentence used to show location or the relation of noun/pronoun to another part of the sentence.

Pronoun - a word that is used in place of a noun, like when you use "her" instead of "Mary," or "there" instead of "the table."

Root - the part of a word that carries the main component of meaning in a word and provides the basis from which a word results by adding prefixes or suffixes.
Suffix - added to the end of a word, a suffix can help to define the function of a word.
Superlative - a word that expresses the highest possible degree of an adjective (-est).

Verb - a word describing an action, condition, or experience.  Past, Present, or Past Perfect Tense is indicated by the ending of a verb (ex. "-ed" = Past; "-ing" = Present; "had/have -ed"= Past Perfect).  Verbs can be state-of-being (involving existence) or active (involving physical action or occurrence).  Active verbs can be either Transitive or Intransitive, depending on how they function in a sentence.


A. Transitive - the transitive verb requires a direct object to complete its meaning 
(a person place or thing doing it).  For example, "I ate the cookie."


B. Intransitive - an intransitive verb does not rely on a direct object to complete 
its meaning (ex. "It was snowing outside.").

References

Baba, S. (2005).  5,000 Collegiate Words with Brief Definitions.  Retrieved August 
2006, from www.freevocabulary.com

Cambridge University Press (2006).  Cambridge Dictionaries Online.  Retrieved 
August 2006, from http://dictionary.cambridge.org

English Plus. (2006). Grammar Slammer. Retrieved August 2006, from 
http://englishplus.com/grammar

Farlex. (2005).  The Free Dictionary.  Retrieved August 2006, from 
www.thefreedictionary.com

Megginson, D. (1996). University of Ottawa; HyperGrammar.  Retrieved August 
2006, from 
www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/grammar.html

Merriam-Webster, Inc. (2005).  Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary. Retrieved 
August 2006, from www.m-w.com

Shostak, J. (2002). Vocabulary Workshop; Level B.  New York, NY.  Sadlier-Oxford.

[image: image16.wmf]
III.  VOCABULARY

Grade 7 ELA Vocabulary

A

1. Abnormal - not conforming to the ordinary rule or standard

2. Abridge - to make shorter in words; to condense
3. Acclaim - to applaud/approve OR applause/approval 

4. Acquire - to get by one's own efforts 

5. Advantage - a relatively favorable position
6. Adversary - an opponent

7. Affect - to have an influence on or effect a change in 

8. Affirm - to answer "yes" to a question; to confirm
9. Affliction - an illness

10. Agitation - a violent stirring or movement; noisy confusion or excitement

11. Alienate - to cause to turn away
12. Alliance - any grouping or union for some common purpose

13. Alternative - something that may be chosen or done instead of something else
14. Ambitious - eager and motivated to succeed; aspiring
15. Amicable - done in a friendly spirit

16. Analogy - a comparison of two or more things

17. Analyze - to break something down and examine each of its parts in relation to the whole thing
18. Animate - to make alive
19. Anonymous - of unknown authorship
20. Apex - the highest point, as of a mountain

21. Appropriate - suitable for a particular person, condition, occasion, or place; fitting

22. Apply - to put into action
23. Arrogant - overly or extremely proud of wealth, learning, etc. 
24.  Articulate - to make clear OR effective; distinct 
25. Assailant - one who attacks
26. Assess - to determine the amount or level of something 
27. Assimilate - to adapt or to make similar

28. Attempt - an effort or a try OR to try to perform, make, or achieve
29. Attest - to certify as accurate, genuine, or true
30. Authentic - of undisputed origin
31. Awry - out of the proper form, direction, or position; wrong

B

32. Badger - to pester

33. Baffle - to confuse or frustrate
34. Belittle - to make fun or light of 
35. Benevolent - generous; charitable

36. Bias - a preference or a liking, especially one that keeps one from fair judgment 
37. Bilingual - speaking two languages

38. Blurt - to shout out suddenly or without thinking first

39. Botch - to make a mess of; to do poorly

40. Brawl - to fight OR a fight

41. Browse - to read casually; to window shop
42. Brevity - shortness of duration or length
43. Brittle - fragile; easily breakable

44. Buffoon - a clown or silly person 
45. Bungle - to handle clumsily; to ruin

46. Bystander - one who observes but is not involved

C

47. Casual - accidental or by chance

48. Cause - the one, such as a person, event, or condition, that is responsible for an action or result
49. Chaos - any condition of utter disorder and confusion
50. Characteristic - a unique quality

51. Chronological - in order of the time things happened
52. Cite - to refer to a line or page specifically

53. Clarify - to make clear 

54. Coincide - to happen at the same time
55. Collaborate - to work together 
56. Comparison - an examination of two or more objects with reference to their similarities or differences

57. Comprehension - the ability to know or understand
58. Comprise - to consist of
59. Concise - brief and compact

60. Conclusion - the end or finish
61. Condone - to forgive, overlook, or give approval 

62. Conscience - the ability in man to distinguish between right and wrong in personality and behavior

63. Consolidate - to combine into one body or system

64. Contract - to become reduced in size by or as if by being drawn together

65. Convert - to change something into another form, substance, state, or product; to transform 
66. Contender - one who applies oneself in a conflict or competition
67. Contribute - to help others for a common purpose or desired result
68. Conviction - a strongly held belief

69. Counterfeit - fake OR an imitation designed to deceive OR to make an illegal copy
70. Criteria - the standards used in judgment or decision 
71. Cursory - casual; quickly or hastily done 

72. Customary - usual or expected; what is normally done.

D

73. Debate - a discussion involving opposing points OR to engage in argument by discussing opposing points

74. Debut - a first appearance in society or on the stage
75. Deface - to ruin or damage the surface of

76. Describe - to represent or give an explanation of in words

77. Detest - to hate with intensity

78. Develop - to describe in careful and thorough detail

79. Diagram - a drawing that shows the arrangement and relations of parts of a thing or idea
80. Dialogue - a conversation between two or more people or characters in a story
81. Diligent - using careful effort to accomplish a task

82. Disadvantage - an unfavorable condition
83. Dishearten - to discourage or depress

84. Dismiss - to reject; to remove from consideration
85. Disperse - to scatter

86. Disregard - to take no notice of
87. Disrupt - to interrupt rudely
88. Diverse - capable of various forms; different

89. Dramatize - to represent in a dramatic or theatrical manner. 
90. Drastic - extreme. 
91. Duration - the period of time during which anything lasts. 

92. Dynamic - active; energetic; forceful.

E
93. Editorial - article written by the editor of a paper that takes sides in an argument
94. Effect - to cause to come into being OR the result of an action 
95. Efficient - having and applying the power to produce desired results
96. Eject - to force out
97. Element - a component or essential part

98. Eliminate - to put an end to or get rid of
99. Eloquent - having the ability to express emotion or feeling in superior speech
100. Embellish - to make beautiful or elegant by adding attractive features
101. Emblem - a symbol
102. Emphasis - any special stress or formality that is put on a word
103. Enhance - to increase or improve

104. Erode - to wear away over time
105. Erroneous - incorrect or wrong
106. Essence - what makes something what it is

107. Evaluate - to determine the significance or worth of something, usually by careful review and study
108. Evolution - development or growth
109. Exaggerate - to overstate
110. Exclude - to shut out purposely or by force
111. Exemplary - serving as an example; outstanding

112. Explain - to give the reason for or cause of something; to show the logical development or relationships of an idea
113. Extol - to praise

F

114. Feud - a bitter long-term quarrel OR to fight or quarrel with

115. Fluent - having a ready or easy flow of words or ideas

116. Fluster - to make or become confused

117. Foster - to bring up or give care to someone or something; to encourage

118. Frequency - the number of times something occurs within a given time or space

119. Frustrate - to cause feelings of discouragement
120. Futile - having no effect

G

121. Garrulous - talkative; wordy
122. Gaudy - flashy or showy; not in good taste
123. Generalize - to make broad assumptions
124. Generally - ordinarily

125. Generate - to produce or make
126. Generosity - the act of giving
127. Gigantic - tremendous
128. Glimmer - a faint, wavering, unsteady light. 
129. Glorious - showing excellence; splendid

130. Gratitude - appreciation or thankfulness
131. Gravity - the seriousness of a situation

132. Gruesome - horrible, revolting, or ghastly
133. Gullible - easily fooled

H

134. Hardship - something that causes or involves suffering

135. Harmonious - able to get along; melodious (sounds)
136. Havoc - destruction; complete ruin
137. Hazard - a risk OR to risk 
138. Hierarchy - an arrangement by rank or standing (ex. order of importance)

139. Hilarious - extremely funny
140. Hoard - to gather and store up for the sake of accumulation
141. Homogeneous - made up of similar parts or elements
142. Hospitable - treating strangers or guests with generous kindness
143. Hostility - unfriendliness

144. Hubris - arrogance; overbearing pride or presumption
145. Hygiene - cleanliness; sanitation 
146. Hypothesis - a guess based on assumption or inference

I

147. Identity - the distinguishing character or personality of an individual or group

148. Illiterate - having little or no book-learning; unable to read
149. Immature - not full-grown, mentally or physically
150. Immigrant - a foreigner who enters a country to settle there
151. Impact - a direct effect OR to have a direct effect

152. Implore - to beg 
153. Imposter - one who uses a false name to cheat others
154. Indifference - a lack of caring or concern

155. Inference - a reasonable and intelligent conclusion that is drawn from hints provided by the author - NOT A RANDOM GUESS!! 
156. Infinite - measureless
157. Ingenious - clever, creative, or resourceful
158. Ingredient - one component in a mixture or recipe
159. Interdependent - relying on each other
160. Intersect - to cut through or into, in order to divide 
161. Introspection - the act of analyzing one's own thoughts and feelings
162. Intuition - instinctive knowledge or feeling 
163. Irrelevant – unrelated

164. Isolate - to set apart from others


J

165. Jargon - terminology or language specific to one group or subject
166. Journalize - to keep a diary
167. Jovial - merry
168. Justification - good reason; validation
169. Juvenile - characteristic of youth; immature
K

170. Keepsake - anything kept or given for sentimental reasons. 
171.  Kind-hearted - having a sympathetic nature. 
172. Kinsfolk - relatives. 

L

173. Lair - the home or den of an animal; any hideout 
174. Legacy - an inheritance; something handed down from one ancestor to another

175. Legible - easy to read
176. Leisurely - unhurried OR in an easygoing way

177. Libel - a written lie meant to criticize or belittle 
178. Lingo - language 
179. Listless - lacking energy; inattentive
180. Literal - following the exact words

181. Literate - able to read and write
182. Literature - the written or printed works of mankind
183. Logical - capable of or characterized by clear reasoning
184. Loquacious - talkative

M

185. Massive - of considerable size and weight
186. Maternal - relating to a mother or to motherhood
187. Meditate - to think about; reflect on
188. Melancholy - sad or gloomy OR the state of being unhappy
189. Migrant - one who constantly moves from one region to another within a country

190. Miscellaneous - mixed; of different kinds
191. Moderation - self-control; restraint

192. Modify - to change or make different

193. Monologue - a dramatic sketch performed by one person
194. Mythology - a body of legends dealing with the gods and heroes of a particular people

N

195. Narrative - an orderly account of the consecutive details of an event
196. Nomad - one who has no fixed home; a wanderer 
197. Notable - outstanding or worthy of notice; famous

198. Nurture - to nourish, foster growth, or educate
199. Nutritious - nourishing, valuable, and satisfying as food

O

200. Observation - the act of noting and recording something; an inspection

201. Ode - a form of poetry intended to praise someone or something
202. Omniscient - having unlimited or infinite knowledge
203. Oration - an elaborate or formal public speech
204. Ordeal - a difficult or painful experience

205. Overreach v. to stretch out too far
206. Overture n. an opening move toward negotiation; the instrumental introduction to a musical, opera, or ballet

P

207. Pact - an agreement; treaty 

208. Paradox - a statement or set of guidelines that is seemingly impossible or in contradiction to a common belief
209. Paraphrase - to translate freely (into your own words)
210. Parody - to make fun of someone/something by imitating its language

211. Pattern - a consistent, quality, style, or process 
212. Perjury - swearing to something that is not true 
213. Perspective - the personal position from which something is evaluated
214. Pertinent - relevant or related to the topic
215. Pervade - to pass or spread through every part 
216. Pessimism - belief that life is basically all bad or evil
217. Philology - The study of language in connection with history and literature

218. Philanthropist - lover of mankind; doer of good
219. Phonetic - relating to the sounds involved in speech
220. Plagiarism - the stealing of passages from the writings of another and publishing them as one's own (this includes rephrasing/paraphrasing without proper citation)
221. Playwright - a maker of plays for the stage
222. Postscript - something added to a letter after the writer's signature
223. Potential - anything that may be possible

224. Primary Source - information about a specific time or event that comes from someone who was directly involved in that time or event

225. Principle - a rule or code of conduct
226. Prior - former; previous

227. Proficient - very skilled or knowledgeable in a particular area 
228. Prominent - noticeable in position, character, or importance

229. Prompt - directions that explain what a student needs to do to complete a task

230. Properties - qualities or traits belonging and especially peculiar to an individual or thing
231. Pseudonym - a fictitious name, especially when assumed by a writer (pen name)
232. Purpose - motivation; something set up as a goal to be accomplished 

Q
233. Quandary - a dilemma; a puzzling problem 
234. Quaint - odd or old-fashioned in a pleasing way

235. Quest - a journey in search of something

R
236. Radiant - having a brilliant or sparkling luster
237. Random - not fitting any pattern; happening by chance
238. Regal - royal
239. Reinforce - to make stronger using new materials
240. Relevant - related to the matter in hand

241. Reliable - able to be trusted; dependable
242. Remnant - a very small part remaining behind

243. Renovate - to restore something that has deteriorated, like a building
244. Reprimand - to scold (yell at) for a fault 

245. Result - to happen as a consequence, effect, or conclusion
246. Resume - a short written account of one's education, work experience, and qualifications for a job
247. Rhetorical - relating to the art of effective communication

248. Rhyme Scheme - the pattern of rhyme in a poem, where the rhyme for each line is represented by a letter
249. Rural - relating to farm areas or life in the country

S

250. Saga - a story about heroic exploits; a long, detailed account
251. Satire - a literary work in which the author makes fun of mankind, usually for the purposes of producing some change in attitude or action
252. Scholastic - relating to education or schools

253. Science - the observation, identification, description, experimental investigation, and theoretical explanation of phenomena

254. Secluded - isolated or alone

255. Secondary Source - information about a specific time or event that comes from someone who was NOT involved
256. Servile - like a servant or slave

257. Short Term - immediate or in the near future

258. Significant - important or meaningful

259. Simultaneous - happening, done, or existing at the same time
260. Singe - to burn slightly or on the surface 
261. Skeptic - one who questions or disagrees with generally accepted ideas

262. Social - relating to communities and their organization 
263. Soliloquy - a dramatic sketch performed by one person; a monologue. 
264. Somber - gloomy or sad
265. Spirited - full of life; energetic
266. Stanza - a group of rhyming lines, usually forming one of a series of similar divisions in a poem ("Poetry Paragraph")
267. Status - one's position in the eyes of the law or the community
268. Stingy - cheap or unwilling to spend money

269. Substantial - large, important, or major; solid 

270. Summary - a brief retelling that includes only important events

271. Supplemental - added to make something better

272. Surface - the outer or topmost edge of an object
273. Surpass - to go beyond
274. Surreptitious - secret or sneaky
275. Swerve - to turn aside sharply

276. Syllable - that which is uttered in a single vocal impulse. 

277. Symbol - a person, place, event or object which has meaning in itself, but suggests other meanings as well.
278. Symmetry - evenness or balance

T

279. Tact - the good judgment shown in saying or doing the proper thing
280. Technology - electronic or digital products and systems OR the application of science, especially toward industrial or commercial goals

281. Thesis Statement - a general statement made within an essay, which tells the reader what the argument(s) is that is being presented/supported
282. Transmit - to send through or across
283. Transparent - easy to see through or understand

284. Turmoil - a state of great confusion or disorder; chaos 

U
285. Ultimate - that beyond which there is nothing else
286. Unbiased - impartial, as in judgment

287. Uncertainty - the state of being unsure
288. Unique - one of a kind; unusual 

289. Upright - vertical, straight; good and honest OR in an honest manner
290. Utmost - the greatest possible extent

V

291. Variable - having a tendency to change OR a letter that represents a numerical value (Math) 
292. Vengeance - punishment in return for an injury or a wrong

293. Venn Diagram - A diagram using circles to represent things, with the position and overlap of the circles indicating the relationships between the things
294. Verify - to prove to be true, exact, or accurate
295. Virtual - in essence or effect, but not in form or appearance; almost like the real thing

296. Voice - the personality of an author, shown in their writing by the vocabulary, sentence structure and connections they use

297. Void - completely empty OR an empty space OR to cancel or nullify

W

298. Wayward - disobedient and willful; unpredictable

299. Wholly - completely
300. Wilt - to become limp or drooping; to lose strength or vigor
301. Wince - to draw back suddenly in pain or fear OR n. the act of cringing in pain or fear
302. Wrath - intense anger
303. Wry - dry or ironic; twisted


Internet-Specific Jargon

1. Affiliation - who you work for or are associated with.

2. Conflict of Interest - A personal reason for someone to be on one side of an argument.  For example, if you asked me what kind of sneaker is the best, I would tell you, "Pumas, of course!" because I am wearing them.

3. Copyright - The legal right granted to an author, composer, playwright, publisher, or distributor to be the only person who can publish, produce, sell, or distribute a literary, musical, dramatic, or artistic work. 

4. Domain Name - A name that identifies a site, including a suffix at the end that identifies the "top level domain" of the site (.com, .gov, .net, .info, .edu, .org, etc).


A. .com - commercial business



B. .gov - government agencies



C. .net - network organizations


D. .info - informational sites


E. .edu - educational institutions


F. .org - non-profit organizations


G. .us, .ca, .uk, etc. - defines the country of origin

5. HyperText Markup Language - The programming language that is used to create documents on the World Wide Web (aka. html).  The combination of this language and the text and pictures you want to use, makes your page look the way you want it to.  

6. HyperText Transfer Protocol - Used to connect to servers on the Web. Its job is to establish a connection with a Web server and transmit html pages or any other files required by an http application to your browser.

7. Internet - A global network connecting millions of computers. More than 100 countries are linked into exchanges of data, news and opinions.

8. Internet Service Provider - Where you get your Internet service from (AOL, Microsoft Explorer, Mac Safari, EarthLink, NetZero, etc).  Also known as the ISP. 

9. Tilde - (~) - in a web address, a tilde is used to show that a site is a personal web site.  For example, http://www.alphalink.com.au/~jdm/index.htm would be the personal web page of someone who uses the Australian Internet Provider, Alphalink.

10. Uniform Resource Locator - The address of a site or document on the Internet (URL).  This is what you type in the "address" box at the top of your browser window, to get to the page you want.

11. Web Site - A set of interconnected web pages, usually including a homepage, generally located on the same server, and prepared and maintained as a collection of information by a person, group, or organization.

12. World Wide Web - A system of Internet servers that give you access to specially formatted documents. The documents are formatted in a language called HTML, that can help you get to other documents, as well as graphics, audio, and video files. This means you can jump from one document to another simply by clicking on "hot spots".  Not all Internet servers are part of the World Wide Web.
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Throughout grades 7 and 8, students demonstrate the following core performance indicators in the key ideas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking.

	Reading

•
Identify a purpose for reading

•
Adjust reading rate according to the purpose for reading

•
Use word recognition and context clues to read fluently

•
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context clues, a dictionary, a glossary, and structural analysis (i.e., looking at roots, prefixes, and suffixes of words)

•
Distinguish between dictionary meaning and implied meaning of the author’s words

•
Identify transitional words or phrases, such as 

furthermore or in comparison, that provide clues to organizational formats such as compare/contrast

•
Use knowledge of punctuation to assist in comprehension

•
Apply corrective strategies, such as discussing with others and monitoring for misunderstandings, to assist in comprehension

•
Seek opportunities for improvement in reading comprehension by choosing more challenging writers, topics, and texts

•
Maintain a personal reading list to reflect reading accomplishments

Listening

•
Adapt listening strategies to different purposes and settings

•
Listen respectfully and responsively

•
Identify own purpose for listening

•
Recognize content-specific vocabulary or terminology

Speaking
•
Respond respectfully

•
Initiate communication with peers and adults in the school and local community

•
Adapt language and presentational features for the audience and purpose

•
Use language and grammar appropriate to the purpose for speaking

•
Use volume, tone, pitch, and rate appropriate to content and audience

•
Use effective nonverbal communication

•
Use visual aids to enhance the presentation

•
Establish and maintain eye contact with audience
	Writing
•
Understand the purpose for writing; the purpose may be to explain, describe, narrate, persuade, or express feelings

•
Identify the intended audience

•
Use tone and language appropriate to audience and purpose

•
Use prewriting activities (e,g, brainstorming, note taking, freewriting, outlining, and paragraphing)

•
Use the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, and editing)

•
Write clear, concise, and varied sentences, developing a personal writing style and voice

•
Observe rules of punctuation, italicization, capitalization, and spelling as follows:

-
punctuate correctly simple/compound/complex sentences, undivided/divided direct quotations, exact words from sources (quotations), titles of articles/literary works, and business letters

-
use italics and underlining for titles

-
capitalize proper nouns, such as geographical names, academic courses, and organizations

-
spell correctly commonly misspelled words, homonyms, and content-area vocabulary

•
Use correct grammatical construction in

-
parts of speech, such as nouns; adjectives and adverbs (comparative/superlative); pronouns (indefinite/nominative/objective); conjunctions (coordinating/subordinating); prepositions and prepositional phrases; interjections; and conjunctions to connect ideas 

-
simple/compound/complex sentences; note especially subject-verb agreement, infinitives and participles, clear antecedents for pronouns, placement of modifiers, and use active voice

•
Use signal/transitional words or phrases, such as first, next, and in addition, to produce organized, cohesive texts

•
Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and style manuals

•
Use computer software (e.g., word processing, import graphics) to support the writing process

•
Write for an authentic purpose, including publication
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	Literacy Competencies

The reading competencies common to all four ELA standards that students demonstrate during grade 7 are
	Grade-Specific performance indicators

The grade-specific performance indicators that grade 7 students demonstrate as they learn to read include

	Word Recognition
•
Recognize at sight a large body of words and specialized-content vocabulary

•
Use a variety of word recognition strategies, such as letter-sound correspondence, syllable patterns, decoding by analogy, word structure, use of syntactic (grammar) cues, and use of semantic (meaning) cues, to read unfamiliar words quickly and accurately

•
Use multiple sources of information, including context, to self-monitor and self-correct for word-reading accuracy

Background Knowledge and Vocabulary
•
Develop vocabulary through extensive reading of a variety of texts across subjects and genres

•
Use knowledge of word roots (e.g., Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon) and word parts to determine word meaning

•
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary and idioms by using prior knowledge and context clues

•
Use a variety of resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries, and other print and electronic references, to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary

Comprehension/Response
•
Comprehend and respond to a variety of texts from a range of genres and in a variety of formats for a variety of purposes

•
Identify and connect main ideas and themes of texts, using knowledge of text structures, organization, and purposes for reading

•
Use a variety of comprehension strategies (e.g., predicting, questioning, summarizing, visualizing, and making connections) to support understanding and response to reading

•
Identify and analyze points of view presented in written texts

•
Extend understanding of texts by relating content to personal experiences, other texts, and/or world events

•
Participate in group discussions to further understanding and response to reading

•
Demonstrate comprehension and respond to reading through activities such as writing, drama, and oral presentations

•
Read grade-level texts with appropriate expression, phrasing, and rate of reading

Motivation to Read
•
Develop personal reading goals and maintain records of reading accomplishments

•
Read voluntarily for a variety of purposes

•
Be familiar with titles and authors of a wide range of grade- or age-appropriate literature

•
Engage in independent silent reading for extended periods of time
	Standard 1:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.
•
Locate and use school and public library resources to acquire information 

•
Interpret data, facts, and ideas from informational texts by applying thinking skills, such as define, classify, and infer

•
Preview informational texts, with guidance, to assess content and organization and select texts useful for the task

•
Use indexes to locate information and glossaries to define terms

•
Use knowledge of structure, content, and vocabulary to understand informational text

•
Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information

•
Identify missing, conflicting, and/or unclear information

•
Formulate questions to be answered by reading informational text, with assistance

•
Compare and contrast information from a variety of different sources

•
Condense, combine, or categorize new information from one or more sources

•
Draw conclusions and make inferences on the basis of explicit and implied information

•
Make, confirm, or revise predictions

Standard 2:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.
•
Recognize that one text may generate multiple interpretations

•
Interpret characters, plot, setting, and theme, using evidence from the text

•
Identify the author’s point of view, such as first-person narrator and omniscient narrator

•
Recognize recurring themes in a variety of literary works

•
Determine how the use and meaning of literary devices (e.g., symbolism, metaphor and simile, alliteration, personification, flashback, and foreshadowing) convey the author’s message or intent

•
Recognize how the author’s use of language creates images or feelings

•
Identify poetic elements, such as repetition, rhythm, and rhyming patterns, in order to interpret poetry

•
Read silently and aloud from a variety of genres, authors, and themes

•
Identify questions of personal importance and interest, and list works of literature that addresses them

•
Compare motives of characters, causes of events, and importance of setting in literature to people, events, and places in their own lives

•
Identify social and cultural context and other characteristics of the time period to enhance understanding and appreciation of text

•
Compare a film, video, or stage version of a literary work with the written version

Standard 3:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
•
Evaluate the validity and accuracy of information, ideas, themes, opinions, and experiences in text to

-
identify conflicting information

-
consider the background and qualifications of the writer

-
evaluate examples, details, or reasons used to support ideas

-
identify propaganda, with assistance

-
identify techniques used to persuade, such as emotional and ethical appeals, with assistance

-
identify differing points of view in texts and presentations

-
identify cultural and ethnic values and their impact on content

- 
identify multiple levels of meaning

•
Judge a text by using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives, such as literary and personal, with assistance

•
Recognize the effect of one's own point of view in evaluating ideas, information, opinions, and issues

Standard 4:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.
•
Share reading experiences with peers or adults; for example, read together silently or aloud with a partner or in small groups

•
Consider the age, gender, social position, and cultural traditions of the writer

•
Recognize conversational tone in social communication

•
Recognize the types of language (e.g., informal, culture-specific terminology, jargon, colloquialisms, and email conventions) that are appropriate to social communication
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	Literacy Competencies

The writing competencies common to all four ELA standards that students demonstrate during grade 7 are
	Grade-Specific performance indicators

The grade-specific performance indicators that grade 7 students demonstrate as they learn to write include

	Written Language Conventions
•
Correctly spell a large body of words

•
Use a variety of spelling strategies (e.g., spelling patterns) and spelling resources (e.g., spelling dictionaries and spell-check 


    tools) to support correct 
spelling

•
Use legible print or cursive handwriting, or word processing, as is appropriate to the writing context

Composition
•
Use a variety of strategies to plan and organize ideas for writing, such as keeping a list of topic ideas and a writer’s notebook, using graphic organizers, etc.

•
Write on a wide range of topics, both student and teacher selected

•
Write for a variety of purposes, with attention given to using the form of writing that best supports its purpose

•
Write for a range of audiences, adjusting writing style and tone accordingly

•
Engage in a variety of writing activities, both student and teacher initiated, to respond to the reading of literary and informational texts

•
Engage in a variety of writing activities, both student and teacher initiated, in response to listening to literary and informational texts

•
Revise writing to improve organization, clarity, and coherence

•
Edit writing to adhere to the conventions of written English

•
Work collaboratively with peers to plan, draft, revise, and edit written work

•
Write, using a variety of media to communicate ideas and information

Motivation to Write
•
Engage in writing voluntarily for a variety of purposes, topics, and audiences

•
Publish writing in a variety of presentation or display media


	Standard 1:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.
•
Use several sources of information, in addition to an encyclopedia, in developing research reports

•
Identify an appropriate format for sharing information with an intended audience

•
Take research notes, using a note-taking process, with assistance

•
Use outlines and graphic organizers, such as semantic webs, to plan reports, with assistance

•
Include relevant information and exclude irrelevant information

•
Use paraphrase and quotation correctly

•
Connect, compare, and contrast ideas and information from one or more sources

•
Support ideas with examples, definitions, analogies, and direct references to the text

•
Use graphics, such as graphs, charts, and diagrams, to enhance the communication of information

•
Cite sources in footnotes and bibliography, using correct form, with assistance

•
Write accurate and complete responses to questions about informational material

•
Maintain a portfolio that includes informational writing

Standard 2:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.
•
Write original literary texts to

- 
develop a narrative, using an organizational plan such as chronology

- 
sequence events (e.g., rising action, conflict, climax, falling action, and resolution) to advance a plot, with assistance

-
develop complex characters and create a setting

-
use literary devices

-
maintain a consistent point of view that enhances the message

- 
select a genre and use appropriate conventions, such as dialogue, rhythm, and rhyme, with assistance

- 
use language that is creative

•
Write interpretive and responsive essays of approximately three pages to

- 
express opinions and support them through specific references to the text

- 
demonstrate understanding of plot and theme

- 
identify and describe characters and their motivations

- 
analyze the impact of the setting

-
explain how the use of literary devices, such as symbolism, metaphor and simile, personification, and flashback, affects meaning

- 
draw conclusions and provide reasons for the conclusions

- 
compare and contrast characters, setting, mood, and voice in more than one literary text or performance

- 
make connections between literary text and personal experience or knowledge

•
Maintain a writing portfolio that includes imaginative, interpretive, and responsive writing

Standard 3:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
•
Present clear analysis, using examples, details, and reasons from text

•
Present a hypothesis and predict possible outcomes

•
Select content and choose strategies for written presentation on the basis of audience, purpose, and content

•
Present a subject from more than one perspective by using various resources (e.g., news articles, nonfiction texts, personal experiences, and other school subjects)

•
Explain connections between and among texts to extend the meaning of each individual text

•
Compare and contrast literary elements in more than one genre and/or by more than one author

•
Maintain a writing portfolio that includes writing for critical analysis and evaluation

Standard 4:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.
•
Share the process of writing with peers and adults; for example, write a condolence note, get well-card, or thank-you letter with a writing partner or in small groups

•
Respect the age, gender, social position, and cultural traditions of the recipient

•
Develop a personal voice that enables the reader to get to know the writer

•
Write personal reactions about experiences, events, and observations, using a form of social communication

•
Identify the social communication techniques of published writers

•
Maintain a portfolio that includes writing for social communication

•
Use the conventions of email
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	Literacy Competencies

The listening competencies common to all four ELA standards that students demonstrate during grade 7 are
	Grade-Specific performance indicators

The grade-specific performance indicators that grade 7 students demonstrate as they learn to listen include

	Listening
•
Listen actively and attentively, for an extended period of time, to a variety of texts read aloud

•
Listen actively and attentively, for an extended period of time, to oral presentations

•
Listen actively and attentively, for an extended period of time, for different purposes and to different speakers

•
Respond appropriately to what was heard


	Standard 1:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.
•
Identify essential information for note taking

•
Listen in planning or brainstorming sessions with peers

•
Listen to and follow multistep directions that provide information about a task or assignment

•
Recall significant ideas and details, and describe the relationships between and among them

•
Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant oral information

•
Make, confirm, or revise predictions by distinguishing between relevant and irrelevant oral information

•
Draw conclusions and make inferences on the basis of explicit information

•
Recognize that the speaker’s voice quality and delivery impact communication, with assistance

Standard 2:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

•
Interpret and respond to texts on a variety of themes from different genres and authors

•
Listen to class lectures, and small group and classroom discussions, to comprehend and interpret literary text

•
Recognize different levels of meaning in presentations

•
Identify how the author's choice of words/characterization and use of other literary devices affect the listener's interpretation of the oral text, with assistance

•
Identify how the poet’s use of repetition, rhythm, and rhyming patterns affects the listener’s interpretation of poetry, with assistance

•
Recognize that the meaning of the spoken word can vary on the basis of tone, volume, pitch, and rate

•
Recognize how the posture, facial expression, and gestures of the speaker or actor are used to evoke a response

•
Identify questions of personal importance and interest and seek to address them by listening to and interpreting films, plays, and dramatic readings

•
Recognize social, historical, and cultural features in presentations of literary texts, with assistance
Standard 3:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
•
Form an opinion or judgment about the validity and accuracy of information, ideas, opinions, themes, and experiences

•
Recognize multiple levels of meaning 

•
Use personal experiences and knowledge, and the opinions of speakers in school and community settings, to make judgments from a variety of perspectives

•
Recognize persuasive techniques, such as emotional and ethical appeals, in presentations

•
Consider the experience and qualifications of speakers when analyzing and evaluating presentations, with assistance

•
Identify missing or unclear information 

•
Evaluate the organization of presentations

•
Evaluate the quality of the speaker’s presentation style by using criteria such as voice quality and enunciation

Standard 4:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.
•
Participate as a listener in social conversation with one or more people who are friends or acquaintances

•
Respect the age, gender, social position, and cultural traditions of the speaker

•
Listen for more than one level of meaning

•
Withhold judgment

•
Appreciate the speaker’s uniqueness
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	Literacy Competencies

The speaking competencies common to all four ELA standards that students demonstrate during grade 7 are
	Grade-Specific performance indicators

The grade-specific performance indicators that grade 7 students demonstrate as they learn to speak include

	Speaking

•
Speak in grammatically correct sentences, communicating ideas in an organized and coherent manner

•
Use appropriate and precise vocabulary to convey ideas effectively

•
Ask probing questions to elicit information, including evidence to support the speaker’s claims and conclusions

•
Use a variety of speaking techniques (e.g., adjusting tone, volume, and tempo; enunciating; and making eye contact) to make effective presentations

•
Participate actively and productively in group discussions

•
Organize information to achieve particular purposes and to appeal to the background and interests of the audience, with logic and coherence, when making presentations


	Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.
•
Prepare and give presentations on informational topics

•
Contribute to group discussions by offering comments to clarify ideas and information

•
Present information to address audience needs

•
Present examples, definitions, and direct references to the text in support of ideas

•
Connect, compare, and contrast ideas and information

•
Use the conventions of the presentational format for panel discussions and mock trials

•
Ask questions to clarify information

Standard 2:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.
•
Present interpretations and support them through specific references to the text

•
Explain social, historical, and cultural features of literary text

•
Present original literary texts, using language and text structures that are inventive; for example,

-
use conventions of the literary genre, such as story, poem, and play

-
use an introduction that catches and excites the interest of the listener

•
Ask and respond to questions to clarify an interpretation or response to literary texts and performances

Standard 3:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
•
Express opinions or judgments about information, ideas, opinions, themes, and experiences 

•
Use an organizational format (e.g., question/answer, compare/contrast, and cause/effect) so that ideas and information are clear

•
State a hypothesis and predict possible outcomes

•
Present content, using strategies designed for the audience and purpose

•
Present a subject from one or more perspectives

•
Credit sources of information and opinions accurately in presentations and handouts, with assistance

•
Ask and respond to questions to clarify an opinion or judgment

Standard 4:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

•
Respect the age, gender, social position, and cultural traditions of the listener

•
Provide feedback by asking questions

•
Use courtesy; for example, avoid sarcasm, ridicule, dominating the conversation, and interrupting

•
Use culture-specific language, jargon, and colloquialisms appropriate to the purpose and the listener

•
Adopt conventions of email to establish friendly tone in electronic-based social communication
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