Evolution Test Review Notes
*  Lamarck’s theory of evolution stated that species evolve by keeping traits that their parent develop during their lives.

*  Darwin’s theory of natural selection stated that organisms with traits best suited to their environment are more likely to survive and reproduce.

*  Variations are important in a population because they can lead to new species.

* Scientists can estimate the age of fossils by comparing the amount of radioactive element with the amount of nonradioactive element.

*  The fossil record is incomplete because gaps occur between fossils.

*  Characteristics of all primates are flexible shoulders, binocular vision, and opposable thumbs.

evolution – change in hereditary features over time

homo sapiens – a species know as the “wise human”

hominids – humanlike primates that walked upright

primates – mammal group that includes apes and humans

punctuated equilibrium – model of evolution showing rapid change by the mutation of just a few genes.
homologous – body parts similar in origin and structure.

variation – a difference in an inherited trait of an organism that may lead to new species.

natural selection – theory that states organisms with traits best suited to their environments are more likely to survive.

fossils – remains of things that lived at one time.

relative dating – method of dating fossils by using rock layers.

embryology – study of organisms in their earliest stages.
vestigial structures – body parts with no apparent function

Early Humans

Homo habilis – larger brain that former ancestor; made small tools.

Australopithecus – small brain cavity, but humanlike jaw and teeth.

Neanderthal – short, heavy body; hunted with well-made stone tools

Cro-magnon – physical appearance very similar to modern humans; cared for their elderly and buried their dead.

