Robert E. Lee High School 2009-2010

Advanced Placement United States History Syllabus

Miss Kelli Padgett
Education cost money, but then so does ignorance. - Claus Moser
I. Instructor Information:      
· School Email: padgettk@duvalschools.org
· School Notes:  new.schoolnotes.com (zip is 32205)
· Telephone:  904-381-3930 ext. 161
· Cell Phone:  904-874-4208

· Twitter:  twitter.com/K_Padge

II. Required Materials: 
· The American Pageant, 12th edition, Kennedy, Cohen, Bailey 
· 3-ring notebook with paper

· Divider

· Pens (blue or black ink)
III:  Suggested Materials:  
· Planner / Agenda                                                 Highlighters

· Dictionary (notebook or pocket sized)                   AP Review book

· 3-hole punch (one that can fit in a notebook)

IV. Course Objectives: Advanced Placement United States History is taught in anticipation of the fact that, by the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Demonstrate a working mastery of the facts and issues of United States history from pre-Columbian history through modern times.
·  Demonstrate the ability to think critically and analytically about issues presented in United States history.

· Be prepared to discuss either orally or in writing the various issues presented by the historical record.

· Demonstrate sufficient knowledge and writing ability to achieve a passing score on the APUSH examination. It is anticipated that all students will sit for the examination.

V. Teaching Methods / Assignments: 

In addition to lecture and questioning, the following learning techniques may be used:

· Assigned Reading:  Students will be assigned reading regularly in anticipation of topics to be discussed in class.  Students should anticipate a reading quiz each time a reading assignment is due.  Students will find it beneficial to take notes on each reading assignment.  We will use the Cornell-Notes format in this class.
· Reading Quizzes:  Students will be quizzed on assigned readings ensure that reading has been completed.
· Free writing Exercises: Students will be given 5-8 minutes to write continuously on an issue discussed in class. Written exercises will be graded, and students will be expected to share their writings in class.
· Seminar: Groups are again devised, with students’ assigned topics / readings. Each group will conduct an open discussion with other students serving as observers – and later will offer critiques.

· Tests:  Tests will consist of multiple-choice questions and on occasion, an essay which will require students to write a well structured historical essay.
· Essays:  Students will also periodically be assigned essays for writing.  Whenever possible, essays will be drawn from previous APUSH tests DBQ’s or Free Response Questions (FRQ’s) .   
Any of these techniques may be modified or abandoned and new techniques developed as circumstances warrant.

VI. History Fair: This year, every student will participate in the History Fair. This will be either an individual or group project which will take one of several forms to be discussed in class. This year’s theme is “Innovation in History:  Impact and Change.” More information will be given to students toward the mid-point of the first nine weeks. 
VII. Grading / Late / Make Up Work: 
At the beginning of each unit, students will receive a calendar of the reading assignments with specific assignments to accompany the reading given in class daily.  Students are expected to stay on track with the syllabus – even if they miss class.    

Students are expected to maintain a notebook for this course.  This notebook will be brought to class every day, organized by unit and will include all notes, writing assignments, tests and handouts for the unit.  This notebook will be assessed at least once per unit.  These assessments, while not averaged into the quarterly grade, will be used to aid students who are struggling with this college-level class. (see Grade Recovery below).  Students will find that this notebook will be a valuable study tool as the AP exam approaches.

Student grades will be based on daily assessments in 3 major areas (equally weighted):  factual / skill knowledge, writing ability and class discussion.
Late work will be accepted, but points may be deducted from the grade.  Work that is copied will be given a zero – with no chance to make it up.

You have as many days to make up work as you were absent (for full credit).  It is the responsibility of the student to attain and complete all work missed due to an absence.  This must be done on your own time (including quizzes and tests).  Students must make full use of the resources (email, twitter, after-school-tutoring, study groups) available to them as class time will not be devoted to “make up” work.

Assignments that earn an unsatisfactory grade (below a “C”) can be –and are expected to be - revised.

VIII. Grade Recovery:  (taken from the district’s Pupil Progression Plan)

Grade Recovery is meant to assist students who have made an effort to be successful in a course but have failed to make adequate progress [grade “D” or “F”] to meet standards during a grading period. Grade Recovery is not a vested right automatically conferred upon a student who receives a failing grade.

To be eligible for Grade Recovery, a student:

· must have made a good faith effort to timely perform classroom work or have accepted additional assistance offered to them during the applicable grading period;

· must complete Grade Recovery using a district-approved program prior to the end of the following grading period. 

· must not have engaged in plagiarism or cheating specifically identified by the teacher which resulted in the unsatisfactory grade.

In APUSH a “good faith” effort will be defined as a students who averaged a “C” or higher on the notebook assessments during the grading period and has either attended my tutoring sessions or communicated with me regarding help needed. 

XI. The Advanced Placement Examination: The APUSH Examination is scheduled for 8:00 a.m. on Friday May 7, 2010.  The test consists of 80 multiple choice questions and    3 essays (1 DBQ and 2 Free Response).
X. Academic Integrity: All work turned in for credit must be the student’s own original work; it must not be plagiarized nor obtained by any other dishonest or inappropriate means.
XI. Tutorial Help: It is important that you recognize and admit when you need help.  Tutoring will take place Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:40-4:45 p.m.  We will also hold study sessions for the AP Exam as the date approaches. 
Class Rules

· Be on Time 

· Be Prepared

· Be Respectful 

Discipline

· 1st Infraction…Verbal Warning

· 2nd Infraction…Parental Contact

· 3rd Infraction…Referral

Routines

Beginning of Class:  

· As soon as you come in, get out your materials, find the assignment on the board and get to work!
During Class:

· Use common sense.

· We will use a variety of learning activities.  Each activity will have a set of expectations based on the CHAMPs model.  It is the responsibility of each student to meet these expectations.
End of Class:

· Return borrowed materials

· Clean up 

· Write down assignments 

· The teacher not the bell dismisses the class

Take this packet home, read through it with your parent or guardian and then sign in the appropriate place.  This syllabus will be the first handout in your APUSH notebook and should be referred to whenever there is a question. 

Student Signature & Date: ____________________________________________

Parent / Guardian Signature & Date: __________________________________

Teacher Signature & Date _____________________________________________
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