Independent Novel Project Requirements
Part I: The Reading Review: This project has a written and physical component. Once you have finished reading your book, you need to complete the written component, or Reading Review. You must read your novel, play, or non-fiction book entirely. Please do not rely on outside sources or films based on your work to help you complete this assignment. Movies rarely follow the plot of a book. I know you well enough to know difference between something you wrote, and the words of another sources, such as sparknotes or cliff notes. 

Completing the Reading Review- Fiction 

1. INFORMATION ABOUT THE AUTHOR- If no information is given in your book, you must use the internet or some other reference sources; however, you must write this material in your own words. Do not copy word for word from any source. This information needs to equal about a half page written or typed.

2. SETTING- Summarize the main setting of the work. Write down the town, time period, and main characteristics of the setting. If your novel takes place during a specific historical event, make sure to mention that as well. For example, if your novel takes place during the time period of WWI, talk about the importance of that historical background.

3. THEME- The theme of a book is the main idea and feelings that are displayed in the work. For example, the theme of Oedipus Rex is man vs. fate. The entire play is about one man and is foolish attempt to avoid what was inevitably going to happen to him. In this section of your paper, make sure to explain the theme of your novel.
4. CHARACTERS- Make a list of all main characters, and list major characteristics beside each character. Please label the antagonist and protagonist characters. 

5. SUMMARY- This is not a five page detailed summary of every event in your novel. Write a quick, concise retelling of the main events in your story. Talk about any changes that take place within the main characters as the novel progresses. This section should be no more than one page in length.

6. WHAT DID YOU THINK OF THE NOVEL- Write a quick review of what you thought of your novel. I’m assuming that you liked the novel because you chose to do your project on the novel; therefore, do not just tell me that you thought the novel was good. Give me specific reason as to why you chose the book and if you would recommend it to someone else. 

Completing the Reading Review- Non-Fiction

1. INFORMATION ABOUT THE AUTHOR- If no information is given in your book, you must use the internet or some other reference sources; however, you must write this material in your own words. Do not copy word for word from any source. This information needs to equal about a half page written or typed.

2. THEME- The theme of a book is the main idea and feelings that are displayed in the work. Non-fiction works give facts that are most time biased towards one opinion. Discuss the major opinions within your book. If your novel is encouraging the reader to buy cows, discuss that theme. 

3. AUDIENCE- What is the intended audience for your book? Who is the author writing to? The audience of a work is very important because it shows that the author had a purpose in writing the book. Please write about the intended audience for your book, and what you think the author may have written to that audience.
4. RESOURCES- What are some resources or other people that are mentioned heavily in your book. Most non-fiction books use other resources to help inform the reader about the topic. If your novel speaks a lot about a teen agriculture society, describe that society and discuss why it was included in your book.

5. SUMMARY- This is not a five page detailed summary of every event in your novel. Write a quick, concise retelling of the main events in your story. Talk about any changes that take place within the main characters as the novel progresses. This section should be no more than one page in length.

6. WHAT DID YOU THINK OF THE BOOK- Write a quick review of what you thought of your book. I’m assuming that you liked the book because you chose to do your project on the novel; therefore, do not just tell me that you thought the book was good. Give me specific reason as to why you chose the book and if you would recommend it to someone else. 

Part II of the Project: Along with your written reading review, you must complete a physical object that represents your book or novel. For example, if you read “Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants”, you could actually make a pair of jeans look like the jeans that are worn by the main characters in the book. Be creative with this part of the project. You can make ANYTHING as long as it goes along with your novel or book. You will present the physical part of your project along with a quick summary. 
Grading: Each section of the project will be graded separately. The Reading Review will count as a quiz grade which is 20% of your grade. The physical part of the project will count as a project grade which is 15% of your grade. 
( The reading review can be hand written or typed. If you chose to type it, it must be 12 point font, Times New Roman, and in black or blue ink. Hand-written submissions must be written neatly with a pencil or black/blue ink. If I cannot read your writing, I will automatically deduct 10 points. Please staple your Reading Review together. 
THIS PROJECT IS DUE _____________________________. 

We will start presentations that day in class. 

