Tips for Presenting
· Choose what you think is most important about the person, and organize your thoughts by topic. You can use the Bio Cube for this, or choose a way that you like.

· Write a draft. Make sure it is in First Person. Remember, you will be acting as though you are the person in the biography. For example, you should say things like, “I am George Washington. I was the first president” instead of saying “I read about George Washington. He was the first president.”

· Reading 8 lines of written information usually takes between 30 and 40 seconds. Your presentation needs to be between 2 and 4 minutes.

· Read your draft out loud two times while timing yourself. Then, make edits you feel will help your presentation. 

· Highlight key words on your draft that will help you remember the most important information for your presentation. 

· Read your draft to yourself, and think about visual aids you could use during your presentation. For example, “I am George Washington. I am on the dollar bill.” You might want use a dollar bill as you are speaking so the class can see some of the things you’ve done.

· Write a final copy. This needs to be neat, without any corrections. Some of you may feel comfortable simply writing the key words on note cards. Others may want to write the whole presentation. Either way is fine, but the goal is to present instead of reading to the class. Make sure you highlight the key words on your final copy if you choose to write the whole presentation.
· Practice. Practice. Practice. Read your final copy out loud two times while timing yourself. 

· Try presenting in front of a mirror. Don’t read the final copy. Present it by using the key words to help you speak naturally to the pretend audience. This will help you with making eye contact with the audience, as well as making others believe you are that person.

· Relax and have fun. We are all learning how to present!

