Literary Term Packet
Each of these terms should have been studied and memorized in the 9th grade.  We will use this year to reinforce what we already know.  If there are any terms on this list you do not know, it is your responsibility to commit them to memory as soon as possible.  Use what we have learned about the multiple intelligences to help you memorize them as soon as possible. I categorized the terms, but a few of them can be placed into multiple categories, so keep that in mind.
Character Terms
1. Main Character- The character a story surrounds.

Example: Forrest Gump is the main character in the movie Forrest Gump.
2. Minor Character- A character that has a supporting role.

Example: Bubba is a minor character in Forrest Gump.
3. Dynamic Character- a character that changes mentally throughout a the story

Example:
4. Static Character- a character that does not change mentally throughout the story

Example:
5. Foil Character- a character that is the complete opposite of another character (it does not mean the characters don’t get along, it means their personalities are opposite)

Example: In the TV show, Martin, Martin and Cole would be opposites (foil characters). Martin is smart and has lots of common sense.  Cole has a few screws missing( Some might mistakenly think Martin and Pam are foil characters.  That is not true. They act just like each other!
6. Stereotype- a character that makes a stereotype (a generalization about a group of people that may or not be true) true

Example: If you are watching a movie where a woman is the head of the company and she starts crying during the meeting, this is an example of the literary term stereotype.  She is making the stereotype true that women can’t have leadership positions because they are too emotional (Of course, we all know that is not really true!)
7. Protagonist- The main character of the story 
Example: In the movie, Home Alone, Kevin is the protagonist. 
8. Antagonist- A character that opposes or goes against the main character ( this does not always mean they are the villain)

Example: In the movie, Home Alone, the robbers and Kevin’s mother are the antagonists. 
9. Tragic Hero- A character that is high in society (rich, famous, etc.) and has a downfall because of a flaw in their personality.
Example: In Romeo and Juliet, Tybalt (Juliet’s cousin) died because he couldn’t control his anger and spirit of revenge.
10. Epic Hero- A character that has a skill that makes them better than the average person. They usually go through a great adventure and prevail.
Example: Superman, Spiderman, Batman, Robin Hood, etc.

Descriptive Writing
11. Simile- A comparison that uses like or as.  

Example: In Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird, Scout say, “We could see him shiver like a horse shedding flies.”

12. Metaphor- A comparison that does not use like or as.

Example: I am the sun and you are the sea.

13. Imagery- The author’s use of descriptions in order to assist the reader in imagining what is taking place in the poem, story, etc.  

Example: In “Through the Tunnel,” Doris Lessing says, “He could see nothing ahead.  Something soft and clammy touched his mouth; he saw a dark frond moving against the grayish rock, and panic filled him.”   These descriptions Doris Lessing use help you paint the picture in your head.   

14. Figurative Language- Language that communicates ideas beyond the ordinary, literal meanings of words.  Personification, simile, metaphor, and hyperbole are examples of Figurative Language.  We call figurative language “code language” because it’s somewhat like speaking in code.
Example: When someone says, “I’m so hungry I could eat a moose,” they are speaking figuratively.  They don’t literally mean they want to eat an actual moose.  They are using this statement as code language that really means they are extremely hungry.
15. Sensory Details- descriptions that author uses that cater to the 5 sense, touch, sight, sound, feel, and taste.

Example: “The golden brown leaves crunched under every step.” This description deals with the sense of sight and sound.
16. Analogy- a comparison between two sets of unrelated things that share the same relationship

Example: Oil is to water such as Susan is to Michael.
17. Oxymoron- when two terms are combined that contradict each other

Example: deafening silence, mournful optimist, poor rich girl
18. Paradox- a seemingly contradictory statement

Example: “Standing is more tiring than walking.”
19. Idiom- An expression that has meaning different from the meaning of its individual words.

Example: The phrase “go to the dogs” is an idiom meaning “go to ruin”.
Story Characteristics

20. Plot- the story line

Example:
21. Exposition- needed background information

Example:
22. Setting- the time and place a story takes place (this is a part of the exposition)

Example:
23. Rising Action- complications in the story

Example:
24. Climax- the highest dramatic point or turning point of a story

Example:
25. Falling Action- the conclusion of a story

Example:
26. Hyperbole- A figure of speech where the truth is exaggerated for emphasis or humorous effect.

Example: She is so beautiful; all the men in the world are in love with her.

27. Personification- This is when human qualities are given to an object, animal, or idea.

Example: Alvin and the Chipmunks have sweaters and wear glasses.  
28. Characterization- What the author does to help the audience get to know a character

Example: We don’t know anything about the characters at first, but thanks to the narrator’s descriptions, other character’s descriptions, props, outfits, music, etc. we get to know the character more
29. Comic Relief- when something funny happens in the middle of a dramatic situation

Example:
30. Internal Conflict- when a character has a conflict within him/herself

Example: Should I skip class and risk getting bad grades, or should I push myself to go even though I don’t want to?
31. External Conflict- when a character has a conflict with someone or something outside of him/herself

Example:
32. Dialogue- conversation between two or more characters

Example:
33. Flashback- when the story flashes back to something that happened before the story began

Example:
34. Foreshadowing- when the author puts a hint in the story about what is going to happen later on

Example:
35. Frame Story- a story within a story

Example:
36. Narrator- the person telling the story

Example:
37. First Person Point of View- the narrator is a character in the story

Example:
38. Third Person Limited Point of View- the narrator is not a character in the story and can only give you the thoughts and feelings of one character

Example:
39. Third Person Omniscient Point of View- the narrator is not a character in the story and can give you the thoughts and feelings of multiple characters

Example:
40. Theme- the main idea or message of a story

Example:
41. Situational Irony- when the unexpected happens in a story

Example:
42. Dramatic Irony- when the audience knows something the character doesn’t know

Example:
43. Verbal Irony- when a character says something but means something else

Example
44. Suspense- excitement or tension in a story

Example:
Author Terms

(Terms related to the author and the purposeful things he/she does)
45. Style- A particular way in which a piece of literature is written.  Style is not what is said, but how it is said.  It is the writer’s uniquely individual way of communicating ideas.  

Example: Many elements contribute to style, including word choice, sentence length, tone, figurative language, and point of view.  A literary style may be described in a variety of ways such as formal, conversational, journalistic, wordy, ornate, poetic, or dynamic.  

46. Tone- The attitude a writer takes towards a subject.  Unlike mood, which is intended to shape the reader’s emotional response, tone reflects the feelings of the writer.  

Example:
47. Mood- the feeling or atmosphere the author creates for the writer. The author’s use of connotation, imagery, figurative language, etc. contribute to the overall mood.
Example:
48. Author’s Perspective- the author’s opinion about an issue in the story

Example:
49. Author’s Purpose- the author’s reason for writing something the way he/she writes it.

Example:
50. Voice- the author’s uniqueness based on his/her diction, topics, and use of literary terms

Example:
51. Diction- A writer’s or speaker’s choice of words and way of arranging the words in sentences.  

Example: If you are writing a formal essay, your diction will portray correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  However, if you are texting your best friend, your diction may include words like: lol, 4, u, betta, imma, and ur.  
Poetry Terms

52. Alliteration- The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words. (Words close together that start with the same letter.)

Example: Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers…

53. Ballad- a poem that is meant to be sung or performed

Example:
54. Couplet- Two lines of poetry that rhyme with each other.

Example: I was angry with my foe:


    I told it not, my wrath did grow.




-William Blake, from “A Poison Tree”

55. Connotation- Refers to the attitudes and feelings associated with a word. (The way a word makes you feel.)

Example: The word “blanket” gives you a feeling of comfort and security.  If this word were used in a poem, its connotative meaning could contribute to a tone of relaxation, safety, or comfort.

56. Denotation- The literal or actual meaning of a word.  

Example: The denotative meaning of the word “blanket” is, “an object to cover ones body for the purpose of warmth.”

57. Iambic Pentameter- A metrical line of five feet, or units, each of which is made up of two syllables, the first unstressed and the second stressed.  

Example: See teacher for further explanation.

58. Form- Refers to the way a poem is laid out on the page (i.e. the length and placement of lines, and the grouping of lines into stanzas).  

59. Free Verse- A poem that does not have a rhyme scheme.

60. Meter- The regular pattern of accented and unaccented syllables in a line of poetry.  The accented or stressed syllables are marked with - . The unaccented or unstressed syllables are marked with  ˘.

Example: 
61. Onomatopoeia- A word that represents a sound.

Example: Pow, Buzz, Woof, Meow, etc.

62. Persona- A persona is the voice or mask that a writer assumes in a particular work.  

Example:  “Through the Tunnel” is written by Doris Lesson, a British woman who was born in Iran.  However, the persona in the story a young boy who is on vacation with his mother.  

63. Refrain- The repetition of one or more lines in each stanza of a poem. 

Example:  Refer to “The Bells” by Edgar Allen Poe on p. 201 of the LOL book.

64. Repetition- A technique in which a sound, word, phrase, or line is repeated in a poem for effect or emphasis.

65. Rhyme- When two words end in the same identical sound.

Example: suite and heat, mine and rhyme, hello and jello

66. Rhyme Scheme- When a poem has a consistent pattern of rhyme at the end of the lines.

Example: Refer to Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken” on p. 288 of the LOL book.

67. Speaker- the voice that is talking to the reader in a poem. The speaker is not always the author.

Example:
68. Stanza- A grouping of two or more lines in a pattern that is repeated throughout the poem.  

Example: Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken” is broken into four stanzas.

69. Symbol- A person, place, thing, idea, or activity that represents something else.

Example: The color red symbolizes love, blood, and anger.  A pair of sunglass can symbolize blindness, celebrity, or covering up abuse.   A crown can symbolize wealth or power.  
Drama Terms

70. Act- a section of a play

Example:
71. Scene- a section of an act
Example:
72. Props- the physical objects that are used in a stage production

Example:
73. Aside- when there are multiple characters on stage, and a character says something that is only meant to be heard by a specific character or the audience only

Example:
74. Soliloquy- when a character is on stage alone and talks aloud so the audience knows their thoughts

Example:
75. Monologue- when a character has a long dramatic speech

Example:
Types of Literature

76. Autobiography- when someone writes about his/her own life
Example:
77. Memoir- when an author writes about a significant moment in his/her life (this is different from an autobiography because it doesn’t focus on their entire life)

Example:
78. Biography- when someone writes about someone else’s life
Example:
79. Comedy- a genre of literature that is filled with humor
Example:
80. Drama- a type of literature that is filled with complications
Example:
81. Epic Poem- a long narrative poem
Example: “The Iliad and the Odyssey” by Homer
82. Fantasy- a type of story that is totally unrealistic for our day and age (usually has supernatural elements)
Example: Harry Potter
83. Magical Realism- a type of story that is pretty much realistic for our day and age, but also has a slightly unrealistic element
Example: Sabrina the Teenage Witch, Jumper, etc.
84. Realism- when an author makes a fictional story as realistic as possible
Example: Forrest Gump
85. Farce- a completely exaggerated and humorous play
Example: Tyler Perry plays
86. Fiction- a story that is not true (fake)
Example:
87. Non-Fiction- a store that is true (not fake)
Example:
88. Legend- a story that is passed down from generation to generation that is based on historical events
Example: King Arthur
89. Myth- a story that is passed down from generation to generation that is based on magical or supernatural events
Example: Santa Claus
90. Parody- an exaggerated story that mocks or pokes fun at another story
Example:
91. Satire- a type of story that uses exaggeration to bring attention to a problem
Example:
92. Science Fiction- a genre of literature that is set in the future
Example: i-Robot
93. Tall Tale- an exaggerated story that is based on another story 
Example: Jack and the Bean Stalk is a tall tale based on a story entitled Jack and the Cornstalk
94. Tragedy- a genre of literature that ends in tragedy
Example:
Miscellaneous

95. Rhetoric- any type of persuasive communications
Example:
96. Logos- persuasion using logic
Example:
97. Pathos- persuasion using emotion

Example:
98. Ethos- persuasion using authority/credibility

Example:
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