Plot Summary of Killing Mr. Griffin by Lois Duncan

Mark Kinney is a miss-led teenager who has had enough of his strict English teacher, Mr. Griffin. Mr. Griffin believes that an 'A' is perfect and no-one is perfect - so he gives his students average marks, which they believe are not appropriate. Mark therefore gets a group of unlikely teenagers together and he plots a plan to kidnap Mr. Griffin, to teach ‘him' a lesson. After much deliberation with his newly acquired group they start with the well-thought out plan. It all goes well until Susan McConnell hears that they left Mr. Griffin in the mountains overnight and she goes with her boyfriend, David Ruggles, to save him. 

Once up in the mountains they notice that Mr. Griffin is dead, and they notify the rest of the group. Now the new plot to cover up the death begins. With the missing person reports out, Mrs. Griffin questions Susan. Susan does her best not to give out too many signals when she lies, but Mrs. Griffin gets suspicious. David has a big decision to make now that the truth is slowly getting out.
 I Am David


I am a responsible, athletic boy who loves school and my family.



I wonder what it would be like to take back my bad choices.



I hear sweet, dear Gram asking, “Davey, is that you?”



I see my irresponsible father leaving us alone and causing endless  



suffering



I want Mom, Gram, and me to have a better life.



I am a responsible, athletic boy who loves school and my family.


I pretend it doesn’t bother me to be a silent murderer.



I feel like a disgusting fraud - Senior Class President and King 



of the Sink.



I touch Mr. Griffin’s warm, dead body, and I take his shiny class ring.



I worry about getting caught and not getting a scholarship



I cry because my innocent Gram and strict, proper Mr. Griffin died 
    
 

needlessly. 



I am a responsible, athletic boy who loves school and my family.



I understand we cannot bring them back to life and that our lives 



will never be the same.



I say, “I’m sorry. I’m ashamed. It started as an innocent payback.”



I dream that Dad never left, Mark never talked all of us into 



kidnapping Mr. Griffin, and that I receive a scholarship to 



college.



I try to be strong and take my consequences like a mature man.



I hope Mom, Mrs. Griffin, her baby, and Susan will be all right.



I am a responsible, athletic boy who loves school and my family.

By Lannie Finkledink


(from the novel Killing Mr. Griffin by Lois Duncan)
Name_________________________Due Date __________
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Name_____________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS:
1.   After reading your approved novel, write an “I Am Poem” about                    
      your novel’s main character. Use the same format that you used                                              
      in the poem about yourself. You may write directly on the worksheet 
      provided.

2.  Skip two (2) lines between stanzas.

3.  Above the poem, write I Am (main character’s name)
4.  After the last line of the poem, write: 
By (Your Name)
        (from the novel_______________________by_______________)
5.  Write a brief plot summary including the main problem/conflict. DO NOT 

     include the resolution (how the problem is solved)

    Remember: 

	Somebody
	Wanted
	But 
	So

	Main Character
	What he/she wants
	The problem that keeps him or her from getting what he/she wants
	Leave this blank

	David


	Wants to keep Mr. Griffin’s death a secret because he is afraid of losing his athletic scholarship that will help give him and his family a better life.
	Other people know too much and are asking questions. David’s conscience is bothering him.
	

	
	
	
	


For this Project – A plot summary and an I Am Poem
~ Some of your answers will be about the people, places, or things in your novel. 

~ Other answers will be inferred from your reading. 

Think: What would my character say about himself/herself? What would be his/her  hopes, dreams, etc.? What would make him/her laugh or cry? Pretend that you are the main character and think about the conflict/problem you’re facing and what is getting in the way of what you want.
~ Once your poem is finished:

Write a brief plot summary. Look at my example for Killing Mr. Griffin. It is only two 

typed paragraphs. Write a plot “Somebody Wanted But So” in the chart to help you decide what is important.

	Somebody
	Wanted
	But 
	So

	Main Character
	What he/she wants
	The problem that keeps him or her from getting what he/she wants
	Leave this blank

	
	
	
	


Worksheet Format for Novel’s Main Character:


I Am (main character’s name)
I am a(n) _________, ________(girl/boy) who loves _______ and _______. 

I wonder

I hear

I see

I want

I am  (repeat line 1)
I pretend

I feel

I touch

I worry

I cry

I am   (repeat line 1)
I understand

I say

I dream

I try

I hope

I am   (repeat line 1)







By (Your Name)
                    
(from the novel _____________________________by_______________)

