Reading Response Journal PROJECT

I write to find out what I’m thinking, what I’m looking at, what I see, and what it means.  –Joan Didion

All of us actively respond to what happens around us each day: we laugh, we get angry, feel sad, become confused, encourage others, wonder, ask questions. It is just as normal to respond to what is happening in the inner world of a book. Your Reading Response Journal will provide you a place for you to discover exactly how you feel about what you’re reading, gather new insights, and expand your enjoyment. This participation makes you an active reader. 

There is no right thing to write in the Reading Response Journal. There is only commitment and lack of commitment. That said, I do ask that you set up your journal according to the following:

· Your Reading Response Journal needs to be in a composition notebook. You can either handwrite it or type your responses and then cut and paste them in (you must cut them down to fit in right-side-up). 
· The first pages of your journal need to be set aside for a title page and a table of contents. The Title Page needs to have: Reading Response Journal, Your Name, Your Class Period, 2010-11. The table of contents will look as follows and contain similar items:
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· Number pages in the bottom outside right-hand and bottom outside left-hand corners accordingly. Your page 1 should be the first page of your Book Log (not the Table of Contents). 

· The Book Log will list all the books you have read since June 1, 2010 and will look as follows:

    Book Log
	Title
	Author
	Total Pages
	Genre
	Date Completed
	Number of book completed

	A Fine Balance
	Rohinton Mistry
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	Fiction
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· Genres to use: realistic fiction, humorous fiction, historical fiction, science fiction, fantasy, mystery, romance, myth, fairy tales, legends, history, sports, and non-fiction.

· You will need to complete a Book Entry for 8 books. ****(Please note that you may count books we read in class towards your goal of “30 Books,” but YOU MAY NOT USE THEM FOR BOOK ENTRIES.)****
· When all is said and done, you will have 8 Book Entries.
· Please make sure you clearly set-up each entry with the following elements:
BOOK ENTRY 1: A Fine Balance
AUTHOR: Rohinton Misty

DATE COMPLETED: June 7, 2010
GENRE: fiction

SUMMARY: Set in an unnamed city by the sea in India during the State of Emergency declared by Indira Gandhi’s government (1975), four strangers—a spirited widow, a young student uprooted from his idyllic hill town, and two tailors who have fled the caste violence of their native village—are thrust together, forced to share one cramped apartment and an uncertain future. As their characters move from distrust to friendship, the novel creates an enduring picture of the human spirit in an inhuman state.

RESPONSE: In preparation for my travels to India this summer, a friend recommended that I read this book. I could have read it before leaving—to give me sense of what to expect. Instead, I chose to read it while I traveled. I know that if I had tried to read this book earlier or without ever having traveled to India, I might not have gotten into it. Sometimes I find it hard to get into a book when it is set in a place I have little understanding of, especially when the plot is very dependent on the setting. But when I’m traveling in the place a book is set, it makes the book more immediate and real. It’s like I went on the trip with the characters of the book! Now when I think of India, I will remember the sights, the sounds, and the smells (yes, the smells) of India, and I will also think of Dina, Maneck, Ishvar and Omprakash. I will think about how in the chaos of a struggling, new nation that India was in the 1970s these four characters created a unique familial community that found hope amongst so much despair. There were times when the poverty in which they lived made me uncomfortable because the author described it in such clear, realistic details. And having just visited the places in the book, I knew the author wasn’t exaggerating for dramatic purposes. Yet even in circumstances I would consider hopeless, these characters found joy…they had hope. This book reminded me that even in the bleakest of situations, there is the potential for things to get better and it’s this potential that allows hope to exist. Thank goodness it does…it makes the bad stuff easier to bear.

TAKE-AWAY:
“You see, you cannot draw lines and compartments, and refuse to budge beyond them. Sometimes you have to use your failures as stepping-stones to success. You have to maintain a fine balance between hope and despair…In the end, it’s all a question of balance” (p. 228-9).


“But nobody ever forgot anything, not really, though sometimes they pretended, when it suited them. Memories were permanent. Sorrowful ones remained sad even with the passing of time, yet happy ones could never be recreated—not with the same joy. Remembering bred its own peculiar sorrow. It seemed so unfair: that time should render both sadness and happiness into a source of pain” (p. 330).

bottom line: Loved this book! Don’t be daunted by the number of pages—the story moves quickly and easily because the plot is suspenseful, it’s set in an interesting time period and the characters are believable and engaging. This one’s a must read!

· The summary should be no more than TWO sentences and is meant to serve as a reminder to you about what the book was about—both plot and theme. You don’t need to include every happening of the book in the summary. Summaries too long will lose points.
· The response is your reaction to what you read. There are no specific requirements as to what should be written (I do give you some suggestions below if you need help getting started). I only ask that it be about 250 words (approximately 1 page, depending on the size of your handwriting). I’ll be looking for commitment—do you take the necessary time to genuinely reflect on what you’ve read. Under-committed responses will lose points. The following questions will help you to react openly and honestly to what you read. These are only suggestions to get you started. You will soon discover your own questions, build relationships with characters and authors in your own way, and discover new techniques to help you become an active reader. Your own ideas will become the primary source for your reading journal entries.

· Did this book make you laugh? cry? cringe? smile? cheer? explode? Record some of your reactions.

· Are there connections between the book and your own life?

· What character would you like to be in this book? Why?

· Would you like to acquire a personality trait of any particular character? Describe the trait? and explain why you like it?

· Would you have used a different name for any character or place? What name? Why?

· What makes you wonder in this book?

· What confuses you in this book?

· Write down some of the text that made you stop and think or prompted questions or was just a favorite line. Explain what attracted you to this text and what you would like to remember about it for the future.

· What questions about this book would you like answered? 
· The take-away is for lines from the book you don’t want to forget. Something that was said that made you pause and appreciate what was written. You need to have at least one line for each entry. All quotes from books need to have the page number from which they came. You will lose points for not including the page number.

· The BOTTOM LINE is whether or not this was a good book to read—would you recommend others to read it or skip it? Why?
Suggested Books are:

From Sunshine State Young Reader’s Award Program Master Lists for 2009-2011
Auch, Mary Jane. Wing Nut 
Couloumbis, Audrey. The Misadventures of Maude March 

Durst, Sarah Beth. Into the Wild
Fleischman, Sid. The Entertainer and the Dybbuk
George, Jessica Day. Dragon Slippers
Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Found
Hahn, Mary Downing. All the Lovely Bad Ones 
Harkrader, Lisa. Airball: My Life in Briefs
Hart, Alison. Gabriel’s Horses
Hobbs, Will. Go Big or Go Home 

Jaramillo, Ann. La Línea
Korman, Gordon. Schooled
Smith, Sherri L. Hot, Sour, Salty, Sweet
Stead, Rebecca. First Light
Van Draanen, Wendy. Runaway
Other suggested books:

Avi.. The Seer of Shadows
Bartolett, Susan Campbell. The Boy Who Dared
Bloor, Edward. Taken. 
Cooney, Caroline B. Diamonds in the Shadow

Green, Tim. Football Hero

Herlong, M.L. The Great Wide Sea
Hill, Kirkpatrick. Do Not Pass Go 

Paulsen, Gary. Lawn Boy
Porter, Tracey. Billy Creekmore: a Novel
Schmid, Susan Maupin. Lost Time
Shafer, Audrey. The Mailbox

Sherman, Delia. Changeling
Smith, Roland .I., Q: Independence Hall
Soto, Gary. Mercy on These Teenage Chimps

Spinelli, Jerry. Smiles to Go
Allison, Jennifer. Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator
Bloor, Edward. Tangerine 
Curtis, Christopher Paul. Bucking the Sarge
Defoe, Daniel. Robinson Crusoe 
Duncan, Lois. Ransom
Holman, Felice. Slake’s Limbo
Korman, Gordon. Chasing the Falconers
Mikaelsen, Ben. Red Midnight
Myers, Walter Dean. The Young Landlords
O’Brien, Robert C. Z for Zachariah
Sachar, Louis. Small Steps
Shusterman, Neal. Downsiders
Smith, Roland. Zach’s Lie
Spinelli, Jerry. Crash!
Spinelli, Jerry. Stargirl
Stevenson, Robert Louis. Treasure Island
Tolan, Stephanie Surviving the Applewhites
Wardlaw, Lee. 101 Ways to Bug Your Parents
Wilhelm, Doug. The Revealers
Zullo & Bovsun. Survivors: True Stories of the Holocaust
You may also select your own novel by attaining teacher approval. See me to have your novel approved prior to using it for a journal entry.

You will turn in your Reading Response Journal at nine different times over the course of the school year. Your journal will be graded on content (do you have all the parts; do you commit to the process), organization (is it arranged according to the directions) and presentation (is it legible and easy to follow). Each journal check will be worth 30-40 points, except the first one will only be worth 10 points. Journal Set-up Check will require you to have chosen your first book and set up your Reading Response Journal (Table of Contents, Book Log & the first book you are going to read) and Journal Checks #1-8 will each require at least 1 Book Entry.

Remember: you will have 8 total Book Entries by the end of the school year. 
Your journal checks will happen as follows:

Journal Set-up Check:  August 30, 2010

Journal Check #1: September 17, 2010
Journal Check #2: October 22, 2010
Journal Check #3: November 30, 2010
Journal Check #4:  January 14, 2011

Journal Check #5: February 18, 2011
Journal Check #6: March 25, 2011
Journal Check #7: April 29, 2011
Journal Check #8:  May 27, 2011










