FLASH CARDS!
Click Through To Our Current Chapter!

Ch. 1 UNCOVERING THE PAST FLASH CARD REVIEW

Study of the past based on what people left behind

Archaeology!

Objects created and used by humans

Artifacts!

Natural materials that people need and value

Resources!

Made up of all living and nonliving things that affect life in an area

Environment!

Natural features of the land's surface

Landforms!

Knowledge, beliefs, customs, & values of a group of people

Culture!

Study of the earth's physical and cultural features

Geography!

Weather conditions in a certain area over a long period of time

Climate!

A part or imprint of something that was once alive

Fossil!

An area with one or more features that make it different from surrounding areas

Region!

People have been making maps for more than _____years.

4,000 years!

Every place on earth has a specific ____________.

Location!

Ch. 2 THE STONE AGES FLASH CARD REVIEW!

Time before there was writing

Prehistory!

early ancestor of humans

Hominid!

relative who lived in the past

Ancestor!

handheld object modified to help a person accomplish a task

Tool!

first part of the Stone Age

Paleolithic!

community of people who share a common culture

Society!

people who hunt animals and gather wild plants

Hunter-gatherers!

to divide among a group of people

Distribute!

to move

Migrate!

freezing times

Ice Ages!

strip of land connecting two continents

Land Bridge!

Middle Stone Age

Mesolithic Era!

New Stone Age

Neolithic Era!

process of changing plants or animals to make them more useful to humans

Domestication!

creation...

Development!

farming...

Agriculture!

huge stones used as monuments

Megaliths!

Ch. 3 MESOPOTAMIA FLASH CARD REVIEW!

A large area of rich, fertile farmland

Fertile Crescent!

A mixture of rich soil and tiny rocks

Silt!

A way of supplying water to an area of land

Irrigation!

Human-made waterways

Canals!

More than needed

Surplus!

Arrangement in which each worker specializes in a particular task or job

Division of Labor!

Countryside

Rural!

City

Urban!

Land with different territories and peoples under a single rule

Empire!

The worship of many gods

Polytheism!

People who performed religious ceremonies

Priests!

The division of society by rank or class

Social Hierarchy!

The world's first writing system

Cuneiform!

Picture symbols

Pictographs!

Writer

Scribe!

Long poems that tell stories of heroes

Epics!

The science of building

Architecture!

A pyramid shaped temple tower

Ziggurat!

Set of 282 laws that dealt with almost every part of daily life

Hammurabi's Code!

A wheeled harse-drawn cart used in battle

Chariot!

Set of letters that can be combined to form words

Alphabet!

Ruler of a kingdom or empire

Monarch!

A city and all the countryside around it

City-state!

Chaldean king who rebuilt Babylon

Nebuchadnezzar!

First ruler to have a permanent army (Akkadian territory near what is now Baghdad)

Sargon!

Unik King who became a legendary figure in Sumerian literature

Gilgamesh!

Ch. 4 ANCIENT EGYPT FLASH CARD REVIEW (Scroll down for the Ch. 3 make-up Review)

Strong rapids

Cataracts!

Triangle-shaped area of land made of soil deposited by a river

Delta!

King who wanted to unify Upper & Lower Egypt

Menes!

Title used by the rulers of Egypt

Pharaoh!

A series of rulers from the same family

Dynasty!

Period in Egyptian history that lasted from about 2700 BC to 2200 BC 

Old Kingdom!

Famous pharaoh of the Old Kingdom

Khufu!

People from the rich and powerful families

Nobles!

Acquire

To Get!

Life after death

Afterlife!

Specially treated bodies wrapped in cloth

Mummies!

People of wealth and power

Elite!

A way of doing something

Method!

Huge stone tombs with four triangle-shaped walls that met in a point on top

Pyramids!

Application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes

Engineering!

A period of order and stability that lasted until about 1750 BC

Middle Kingdom!

Period during which Egypt reached the height of its power and glory

New Kingdom!

Paths followed by traders

Trade Routes!

Pharaoh who came to power in the 1200s BC and had a very long reign

Ramses the Great!

Pharaoh who worked to increase Egyptian trade

Queen Hatshepsut!

Binding legal agreements

Contracts!

Egyptian writing system

Hieroglyphics!

Long-lasting paper-like material made from reeds

Papyrus!

A stone slab inscribed with hieroglyphics, Greek text, and Egyptian

Rosetta Stone!

Imaginary creatures with the bodies of lions & head of other animals or humans

Sphinxes!

A tall, four-sided pillar that is pointed on top

Obelisk!

In 1922 archaeologists found the tomb of …

King Tutankhamen!

Power or influence

Authority!

Kushite King who attacked Egypt

Piankhi!

A system of people in different lands who trade goods

Trade network!

Traders

Merchants!

Items sent out to other regions

Exports!

Goods brought in from other regions

Imports!

First woman to rule Kush

Queen Shanakhdakheto!

Aksum King who took over Kush

King Ezana!

Ch.5 INDIA FLASHCARD REVIEW (Scroll down for ch.4 Make-up Flashcards)

A large landmass that is smaller than a continent

Subcontinent!

Seasonal wind patterns that cause wet and dry seasons

Monsoons!

The most important language of ancient India

Sanskrit!

Divided Indian society into groups based on a person’s birth, wealth, or occupation

Caste System!

The largest religion in India today

Hinduism!

Process of rebirth in Hinduism

Reincarnation!

The effects that good or bad actions have on a person’s soul

Karma!

Based on the teachings of a man named Mahavira

Jainism!

The avoidance of violent actions

Nonviolence!

Going without food

Fasting!

The focusing of the mind on spiritual ideas

Meditation!

Siddhartha Gautama was called the “Enlightened One” or…

The Buddha!

A religion based on the teachings of the Buddha

Buddhism!

A state of perfect peace

Nirvana!

People who work to spread their religious beliefs

Missionaries!

Founded the Mauryan Empire in the 320s BC

Candragupta Maurya!

Strongest of all the Mauryan emperors

Asoka

Emperor who took the throne in India in 375 and Gupta Society reached its high point

Candra Gupta II !

The science of working with metals

Metallurgy!

Mixtures of two or more metals

Alloys!

Numbers we use today are called…

Hindu-Arabic Numerals!

Injecting a person with a small dose of a virus to help him or her build up defenses to a disease

Inoculation!

The study of stars and planets

Astronomy!

To set up or create

Establish!

A series of steps by which a task is accomplished

Process!

Ch. 6 CHINA FLASHCARDS (scroll down for ch. 5)

A prediction

Oracle!

A hard gemstone

Jade!

People of high rank

Lords!

Farmers with small farms

Peasants!

The most influential teacher in Chinese history

Confucius!

Moral Values

Ethics!

The ideas of Confucius

Confucianism

It stressed living in harmony with the Dao (guiding force of all reality)

Daoism!

The most famous Daoist teacher

Laozi!

The belief that people were bad by nature and needed to be controlled

Legalism!

“First emperor” who unified China

Shi Huangdi!

A barrier that linked earlier walls across China’s northern frontier

Great Wall!

Uses the position of shadows cast by the sun to tell the time of day

Sundial!

A device that measures the strength of an earthquake

Seismograph!

Practice of inserting fine needles through the skin at specific points to cure disease or relieve pain

Acupuncture!

A soft, light, highly valued fabric

Silk!

4,000-mile-long network of routes that stretched westward from eastern china to the Mediterranean Sea

Silk Road!

The spread of ideas from one culture to another

Diffusion!

Ch. 7 FLASHCARDS HEBREWS & JUDAISM (Scroll down for ch. 6 China)

The Hebrews religion

Judaism!

Left Mesopotamia and led his followers to Canaan

Abraham!

Led the Hebrews out of Egypt

Moses!

Moses led his people out of Egypt in a journey called the…

Exodus!

A code of moral laws given to Moses

Ten Commandments!

Scattering of Jews outside of Israel and Judah

Diaspora!

King of Israel after Saul

David!

Son of David who became king of Israel in 965 BC

Solomon!

The belief in only one god

Monotheism!

The most sacred text of Judaism

Torah!

Jewish house of worship

Synagogue!

People who are said to receive messages from God to be taught to others

Prophets!

Basic beliefs, rules, or laws

Principles!

A set of commentaries, stories, and folklore

Talmud!

Writings by jews who lived about 2,000 years ago (founding 1947)

Dead Sea Scrolls!

Rebellious Jews who thought that Jews should not answer to anyone but God

Zealots!

Jewish religious teachers

Rabbis!

A time for Jews to remember the Exodus

Passover!

The two most sacred of all Jewish holy days

High Holy Days!

CH. 8 ANCIENT GREECE FLACHCARDS

(Scroll down for CH. 7 FlashCards)

Change, or have an effect on

Influence!

A high Hill

Acropolis!

Age marked by great achievements

Classical Age!

Greek word for a city-state

Polis!

Led Athens government from about 460 BC until his death in 429 BC

Pericles!

A leader who held power through the use of force

Tyrant!

People who had the right to participate in government

Citizens!

A government in which only a few people have power

Oligarchy!

Rich landowners

Aristocrats!

A type of government in which people rule themselves

Democracy!

Short stories that teach the reader lessons about life or give advice on how to live

Fables!

Famous Greek writer of fables

Aesop!

Famous Greek woman lyric poet 

Sappho!

Wrote epic poems, the Iliad and the Odyssey

Homer!

A body of stories about gods and heroes that try to explain how the world works

Mythology!

Ch. 9 FLASH CARDS – THE GREEK WORLD (Scroll down for Make-up Test Flashcards) 

Led a Persian revolt against the Medes and started the Persian Empire

Cyrus the Great

Persian Emperor who restored order in Persia and expanded the empire

Darius I

Persian Emperor who tried to conquer Greece in 480 BC  

Xerxes I

A unit of soldiers who ride horses

Calvary

A plan for fighting a battle

Strategy

A series of wars between Persia and Greece

Persian Wars

Became King of Macedonia in 359 BC

Phillip II

Son of Phillip II who became one of the greatest conquerors in history

Alexander the Great

An agreement to work together

Alliance

A war between Athens and Sparta that threatened to tear Greece apart in 431 BC

Peloponnesian War

A group of soldiers who stood close together in a square

Phalanx

A blended culture that was not completely Greek

Hellenistic

Student of Socrates, Teacher & Philosopher, and created a school to discuss ideas

Plato

He taught by asking questions and believed that people must never stop looking for knowledge

Socrates

Plato’s student. He taught that people should find a balance between the two extremes.

Aristotle

Clear and ordered thinking

Reason

Greek Mathematician who studied geometry

Euclid

Greek Doctor who wrote about how doctors should behave

Hippocrates

Ch. 10 FLASH CARDS – THE ROMAN REPUBLIC (Scroll down for Make-up Test Flashcards)

Founders of Rome

Romulus and Remus

Romans trace their history back to this Trojan Hero

Aeneas

people elect leaders to govern them

Republic

Rulers with almost absolute power

Dictators

Famous Roman Dictator who gave up power

Cincinnatus

Common people in Rome

Plebeians

Nobles in Rome

Patricians

Elected Officials in Rome

Magistrates

Two most powerful magistrates in Rome

Consuls

Council of wealthy and powerful Romans that advised the city's leaders

Roman Senate

Officially prohibit

Veto

The Romans' Language

Latin

Method to balance power by making sure that no one branch of government becomes too powerful

Checks and Balances

Rome's public meeting place

Forum

A series of wars against Carthage

Punic Wars

Groups of 6,000 roman soldiers

Legions

Brilliant general from Carthage

Hannibal

Roman Consul who encouraged poor people to join the Roman army

Gaius Marius

Roman Consul who defeated Marius and became dictator

Lucius Cornelius Sulla

Former Gladiator who led a slave uprising

Spartacus

Ch. 11 ROME & CHRISTIANITY FLASH CARDS

(Scroll down for Make-up Test Flashcards)

Philosopher and public speaker in Rome in the 70s BC

Cicero

Powerful general who worked to take over the government in Rome

Julius Caesar

Influential man who made an alliance with Caesar and Crassus to rule Rome

Pompey

Caesar’s former assistant who took control of Roman politics (with Octavian) after Caesar’s assassination.

Marc Antony

Caesar’s adopted son (Octavian) took control of Roman politics and was later called…

Augustus

200 years of Roman Peace

Pax Romana

A raised channel used to carry water from mountains into cities

Aqueduct

Latin developed into different languages (Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese). These languages are called

Romance Languages

Legal system based on a written code of laws

Civil Law

Religion based on the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth

Christianity

Man that many people believe was the Jewish Messiah

Jesus of Nazareth

Word that means “God’s anointed one”

Messiah

A type of execution in which a person was nailed to a cross

Crucifixion

Christians refer to Jesus’s rise from the dead as the …

Resurrection

12 disciples whom Jesus chose to receive special training

Apostles

Probably the most important figure in the spread of Christianity after Jesus’s death

Paul of Tarsus

Roman Emperor in the early 300’s ad who became a Christian and made Christianity Rome’s official religion

Constantine

Became emperor in the late 200’s ad and split the empire into a eastern and western half

Diocletian

Leader of the Huns who raided Roman territory in the east

Attila

The decay of people’s values

Corruption

Eastern Emperor who ruled from 527-565 ad and tried to reunite the old Roman Empire

Justinian

Wife of Justinian who encouraged him to put down riots in Constantinople

Theodora

The society that developed in the Eastern Roman Empire

Byzantine Empire

Productive and not wasteful

Efficient

CH. 12 THE ISLAMIC WORLD FLASHCARDS

(Scroll down for Make-up Test Flashcards)

A building for Muslim prayer

Mosque

A journey to a sacred place

Pilgrimage

The holy book of Islam

Qur'an

A follower of Islam

Muslim

The messages Muhammad received form the basis of the religion called...

Islam

Founder of the religion of Islam

Muhammad

A group of traders that travel together

Caravan

A wet, fertile area in a desert

Oasis

Inner struggle or Holy War

Jihad

The way Muhammad lived, a model for the way of life for Muslims

Sunnah

Five acts of worship reuired of all Muslims

Five Pillars of Islam

A title that Muslims use for the highest leader of Islam

Caliph

One of Muhammads first converts (and next leader of Islam)

Abu Bakr

acceptance

Tolerance

Slave soldiers who converted to Islam and became fierce warriors

Janissaries

Ottoman leader who conquered Constantinople

Mehmed II

Leader of the Ottoman Empire when it reached its height

Suleyman I

Muslims who thought that only Muhammead's descendants could become caliphs

Shia

Muslims who didn't think caliphs had to be related to Muhammad

Sunni

Explorer who traveled to Africa, India, china, and Spain in the 1320's.

Ibn Battutah

A movement that focused on spiritual issues.

Sufism

Famous Sufi poet.

Omar Khayyam

Sponsors (of art or architecture)

Patrons

Narrow tower from where Muslims are called to prayer.

Minaret

Decorative writing.

Calligraphy

Ch. 13 EARLY AFRICAN CIVILIZATIONS

(Scroll down for Make-up Test Flashcards)

The belief that bodies of water, animals, trees, and other natural objects have spirits.

Animism

The father, mother, children, and close relatives living together in one household

Extended Family

A strip of land with little rainfall that divides the desert from wetter areas.

Sahel

Open grassland with scattered trees.

Savannah

Moist, densely wooded areas.

Rain Forests

Long, deep valleys formed by the movement of the earth's crust.

Rifts

Africa south of the Sahara

sub-Saharan Africa

A process in which people exchange goods without contacting each other directly.

Silent barter

The empire of Ghana reached its peek under _____.

Tunka Manin

Mali's most famous ruler who led it to the Height of its wealth, power, and fame in the 1300's.

Mansa Musa

Ruler who started Mali's rise to power.

Sundiata

Songhai's expansion was led by (ruler of Songhai in 1464)

Sunni Ali

Timbuktu flourished under the leadership of ____.

Askia the Great

A spoken record of past events.

Oral History

Storytellers of early West Africa

Griots

Short sayings of wisdom or truth

Proverbs

Hand-woven, brightly colored fabric.

Kente

Ch. 14 CHINA FLASH CARDS

(Scroll down for make-up test flash cards)

Time of disorder that followed the collapse of the Han dynasty

Period of Disunion

A canal linking northern and southern China

Grand Canal

The only woman to rule China

Empress Wu in the Tang Dynasty

A thin beautiful type of pottery

Porcelain

A form of printing in which an entire page is carved into a block of wood

Woodblock Printing

Mixture of powders used in guns and explosives

Gunpowder

Instrument which uses the earth’s magnetic field to show direction

Compass

A body of government officials that have not been elected

Bureaucracy

Service as a government official

Civil Service

An educated member of the government

Scholar-official

In 1206, Temujin was given the title of “Universal Ruler” or …

Genghis Khan

Genghis Khan’s grandson who became ruler of the Mongol Empire in 1260

Kublai Khan

Greatest sailor of the Ming dynasty

Zheng He

A policy of avoiding contact with other countries

Isolationism

Ch. 15 JAPAN FLASH CARDS

(Scroll down for make-up test flash cards)

Extended families

Clans

Traditional religion of Japan

Shinto

One of the most influential people in bringing Chinese ideas to Japan

Prince Shotoku

A person who rules a country for someone who is unable to rule alone

Regent

A group of nobles who live near and serve or advise a ruler

Court

One of the greatest writers in early Japanese history

Lady Murasaki Shikibu

A popular new form of Buddhism that arrived from China

Zen

Japan's large landowners

Daimyo

Trained professional warriors

Samurai

A person who appears to rule even though the real power rests with someone else

Figurehead

A general who ruled Japan in the Emperor's name

Shogun

The Samurai code of rules

Bushido 

CH. 16 MAYA, AZTECS & INCAS FLASH CARDS

Corn

Maize

Buildings from which people could study the skies.

Observatories

Raised roads across water or wet ground

Causeways

Spanish Conquerors

Conquistadors

Conquered the Aztecs in Mexico

Hernan Cortes

Aztec Emperor

Moctezuma II

Incan ruler who expanded the Incan Empire

Pachacuti

Official Incan Language

Quechua

Stonework

Masonry

Ruler of the Incas

Atahualpa

Conquered the Incas in Peru

Francisco Pizarro

