Discussion Questions

Unit 1

1.  Using the information in the “Implementation” section of unit 1, please list some items (e.g., sufficient administrative support) that will be strengths for your system that will be more difficult to accomplish.

2. Has your system made a commitment to a specific program for teaching basic reading skills to students with reading disabilities?  If so, please describe the steps that have been taken to implement the program (training, materials, assessments, etc.)

3. If no program has been selected, have you and your colleagues discussed possible reading programs that you would like to consider for your system?  If so, please describe your thoughts thus far and any steps taken thus far (e.g., visits to other systems, review of materials, etc.).
Unit 2

1. How do the findings of reading research discussed in these units match what you were taught about reading in your teacher training program?  What are the similarities?  What are the differences?

2. FOR ALL TEACHERS: What procedures does your school have in place to identify struggling readers (general and special education)?  What interventions are in place to address these problems?  How do these interventions correlate with the recommendations in these units?

3. FOR TEACHERS OF EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN: Discuss how the instructional programs/methods used for students with reading disabilities correlate with those recommended in these units.  Give examples of specific programs/ materials used for phonological awareness, decoding, encoding, fluency and comprehension.  What types of assessments are used to guide instruction?

4. Among your current students, identify one student with possible “Double Deficits” and describe the student’s characteristics that support this possibility.

Unit 3

1. Using the information in this unit, describe how you could incorporate this into a classroom (this could be any component of unit 3 and could be applied to any type of classroom).

Unit 4

1. In the section, Assessing Phonemic Awareness, there are five short video clips.  View these clips and answer the following questions:  How does the examiner obtain more information about what the student does and does not know (beyond a simple correct or incorrect answer)? How does the examiner handle student errors?

2. Using the information in the section, Assessing Comprehension, list the skills that should be included in an assessment of comprehension problems and the most logical order of assessment.  There is no single correct order – provide your rationale for the order you select.  What other factors should be evaluated?

Unit 5

1. Using the information in the “Introduction” and “Stages of Development and Sequence of Instructions” sections, explain how phonemic awareness and decoding instruction are inter-related.  Which one of these is more important in the very beginning stages of learning to read?  Does the relationship between these two change over time?  If so, explain how?  What does the term “reciprocal” mean in this context?

2. In the section, “Teaching Phoneme Segmentation and Blending”, look at the two videos (Phoneme Segmentation using Cubes and Changing Words Using Cubes) and list all of the cues that you see the teacher give the student.  Can you think of any other cues that might have been used?

Unit 6

1. In addition to what is in this unit, please share example/s of interesting ways to teach letter-sound associations that you have used or seen others use effectively.

Unit 7

1. List several ways that decodable texts could be used to reinforce and support explicit instruction in decoding?  Explain how this would differ from using content texts such as science or social studies or literature?

2. Using the information in the Introduction to Unit 7, list four things that students must be able to do in order to be accurate spellers.

3. In this section, “Teaching Spelling of Phonetically Regular Words” the first video shows a lesson involving the discovery of spelling patterns and rules.  Carefully review this video.  Additional information on using discovery as an instructional technique can be found in the chapter “Teaching Spelling” in the Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills.  Using this, or the information provided by your instructor, develop a list of words that would be appropriate for teaching a discovery lesson for one of the five patterns listed in the online text.  Describe the procedures you would use to teach the lesson and state the rule that you are teaching the students to discover.

Unit 8

1. Using the information in this unit, list several strategies for developing fluency that would be appropriate for the students you teach.  Share any strategies that you have used successfully.

Unit 9

1. In the section, “Instructional Activities” look at the video “Summarizing Before Reading” and list all of the things the teacher does to enhance comprehension of the story for these students.  Using the recommendations of the National Reading Panel concerning comprehension, give other examples of activities that might have been used with these students.

