Dear Explorer Parents,

Recently students used a computer program test to assess their reading skill.  Attached are the results of that test, with strategies to support reading growth. Please review the results with your child and discuss the need to read often to improve their reading ability.

As you review the report, please keep in mind:

· GE from 5th grade up to 9th grade is considered normal for a 7th grader.

· This report only shows how well your child did on a single day. 

The reading challenge for this year is to see growth in the GE (grade equivalent). Students will be retested at the end of third quarter to assess how much their reading level has changed. I have a structured reading program designed to enhance reading skills. Below is an outline of my expectations:

1. Students will be required to read an AR book of choice every three – four weeks. A calendar of book start dates and computer testing dates is posted on my website and in the classroom for reference. 

2. Each book they read should be recorded on their reading log. 

· Students were provided a log to place in their binder behind their reading divider. 

· If the log is lost, it is posted on my site for students to print. 

· The completed log will be collected at the end of the year for a grade.

3. Students are required to take 20+ notes on each book they read. Notes should be taken as they read or at the end of a reading session.

· Notes may be used during the AR computer test.

· Notes must be turned in for a grade after testing.

· Note taking styles will be taught and discussed throughout the year.

4. Students may take an AR test on their book as soon as it is completed.

5. Students may replace poor AR scores by completing an approved additional book.

6. This AR fiction reading is in addition to some other book assignments. 

· There may be times where students will be reading two different books. 
· Examples would be during our nonfiction book project or the biography project. 
· These AR books are to be read at home nightly as part of their language arts homework.
·  Time will sometimes be provided at school during Smart-lunch or the end of class.

· Time will sometimes be provided at school during Smart-lunch or the end of class.
7. Reading time will sometimes be provided at school during Smart-lunch or at the end of class.
Please help support the acquisition of strong reading skills by insuring that your child is managing their reading responsibilities. Some suggestions that might help are: regularly ask your children about the book he/she is reading. You and your child could take turns reading aloud to each other. Have your child read to you while you are making dinner. Have a routine where your child is expected to read each night before going to sleep. Ask to see your child’s notes on their book. Please discuss these expectations with your child and then both of you should sign the attached signature slip acknowledging your commitment to improving reading. (
My signature confirms that:

· I have seen my child’s STARS test report 

· I have read the AR reading program information sheet.

·  I agree to put forth my best effort to help improve ______________________________’s reading skills.  

· I acknowledge that Leesville Road Middle School AR books must be read for this reading program. 

· I understand that reading and taking notes regularly is necessary to be successful.

Parent signature: ________________________________________________________________________

Student signature: _______________________________________________________________________
