Señor Brewer


Español 1


1ra Trimester, 2009-10

sbrewer@wcpss.net

Room 2305


Daniels MS




Office Hours:  M-F 3-3:45 pm (and by appointment)

¡Bienvenidos estudiantes!  I would like to welcome all of you to Spanish this trimester.  Whether you have had Spanish in the past or are a true beginner, we will work together to make this a successful and enjoyable learning experience. 

Course Description:

Español I is an academic elective designed to prepare the student for upper-level or college Spanish classes.  The course is an introduction to the study of the target language and its culture.  The focus is to learn the vocabulary, grammar, and linguistic components of the language.  Emphasis is on the development of Spanish listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills within a cultural framework in order to apply it in the outside world.  Students will be expected to use ALL of these communication methods in class. 

To find updates on some of the topics your students will be learning throughout the course visit our SchoolNotes website.  Go to www.schoolnotes.com and search for SamBrewer.  You can also explore our textbook, Realidades, online at www.phschool.com, where you can find practice activities, audio files, fun puzzles, and test preparation for every chapter in our books.  

Expectations:

-Speak Nicely (SN).  We need a safe and positive learning environment to encourage participation and success.  Your student is expected to use respectful language toward every person in the classroom.

-Follow Directions (FD).  With so much material to cover we have to keep a quick pace so it is important that our instructional time is spent on instruction.  Asking questions and expressing concerns are encouraged when done according to our classroom procedures.  Your student is expected to follow directions from Mr. Brewer the first time.

-On Task (OT).  Your student needs to spend his or her time in Spanish class focused on our lesson.  Your student is expected to participate in all instructional activities during class.

If your student consistently meets expectations, her or his leadership will be recognized in class.  If your student does not meet our classroom expectations you will receive a full explanation from her or him, and I will contact you to discuss strategies for her or his future success.

Procedures:

-Water and restroom should be taken care of between classes.  You will have a limited number of opportunities to be excused in case of emergencies.  You must use a bathroom pass.  

-When I need your attention I will hold my hand up and say, “Dame cinco (give me five).  Yo-estoy-listo-para-escuchar (I-am-ready-to-listen).”  At that time you should be listening silently.

-Make-up word can be found in the black crate labeled “make-up work”.  Upon returning from an absence, it is your responsibility to check your class’ folder for handouts.  You have two days for every excused absence to make up work assigned on a day you were absent.  Any work assigned prior to an absence is due on the day you return.  Tests scheduled prior to an absence will be made-up on the day you return.  

Grading:
Grades will be updated and posted at least every two weeks.  Interim reports will go home every 3 weeks in order to properly monitor progress.

· Tests (30%) – at the end of each chapter or unit (every 2-3 weeks), cumulative throughout the course.

· Classwork (30%) – This includes all assignments completed in a single class period.  Many activities will receive two grades, one for effort (on-time completion) and one for accuracy.  If a student makes corrections to an assignment they can earn back points taken off for errors.  

· Projects (30%) – This includes student productions from “station” activities and multi-class period activities.  Students will have an opportunity to complete all projects in class.

· Quizzes (10%) – Expect 2-5 brief quizzes each week on current material.  

· Homework (0%) – Assigned daily.  The homework form is due at the beginning of the period and must be complete in order to be accepted.  Students who complete homework from the previous night will be eligible for “tarea dulce” (sweet homework) which will occur one randomly selected day per week.  Students who complete all homework assignments in a week will be eligible for class recognition and leadership roles.

OTHER POLICIES AND PROCEDURES WILL BE EXPLAINED AS NECESSARY AND POSTED IN THE CLASSROOM!


Materials:
All necessary materials, including textbook, will be provided in class.  Students only need to bring homework to class unless specifically directed in advance.  Students will have a textbook assigned to them that they may use at home for study.  

Donations of the following items are gladly accepted:
· Journal notebooks 

· Folders with pockets and three-hole-paper prongs 

(blue, red, green, purple, or yellow preferred)

· Tissue, paper towels, sanitizer, Spanish dictionaries, pencils

Please sign and return this handout to acknowledge that you have read and understand the classroom information for Sr. Brewer’s Spanish class:

_________________________________

______________________________

Parent signature and date



Student signature and date

I prefer to be contacted by :  
_______ phone __________________________________





_______ e-mail __________________________________

