Welcome to Fifth Grade
Ms. Anderson-Math, Science and Health

Mrs. Kline-All subjects

Mrs. Murray-Reading, Language Arts, Social Studies

We are very excited to start a new school year and wanted to take this opportunity to let you know a little bit about things that will be happening this year at Pointer Ridge Elementary in Fifth grade.

It is our belief that one of the unique jobs of a fifth grade teacher is to prepare students for the level of independence that will be expected from them in middle school.  This is to say that we expect the children to do the work that they are asked to do, be prepared for class with all homework and materials each day, and share information with their parents or guardians about school.  

All students will be given an assignment book on the first day and are expected to use it everyday to write down their homework.  It will also be used for parent/teacher communication.  The teacher will initial the assignment book each day to indicate that we have seen the assignment book here at school and checked for any notes you may have sent.  It does not indicate that the child has written down the homework assignment completely.  Due to time constrictions put on us by a very rigorous curriculum as well as the added level of student responsibility, it is impossible for the teachers to check for this.  Homework assignments will be posted on www.schoolnotes.com within the first few weeks.  We also expect that you sign the assignment book every night.  This will show that you have seen the assignment book at home, checked for any notes from the teacher, and confirmed that the homework has been done.  Most of the student’s textbooks will be available to view online within a few weeks as well.  More information will be sent home when this has been completed.

Students will be sent to reflection or “recess detention” if they are not meeting our expectations.  During reflection, the student will write a letter to the parent explaining why they were in reflection and what they could do next time to not be in reflection again.  This will come home for your signature and returned to the teacher the next day.  As this is our primary way of communicating to you difficulties with work habits, if the reflection paper is not returned to school, the student will serve in reflection again until it is returned.  Students will attend reflection if they receive 3 behavior infractions in any given day.  We expect and assume that you expect your child to come to school to learn and disruptive behavior will have consequences.  Other reasons for a child to be in reflection in cases not identified here will be determined on a case by case basis.
The fifth grade team will use the following grading factors to determine your child’s report card grades:

Science, Math, Social Studies, Reading/Language Arts   

50%-Assessments

35%-Classwork

15%-Homework

Health

50%-Classwork

30%-Assessments

20%-Homework

90-100%-A

80-89%-B

70-79%-C

60-69%-D

0-59%-E

These grading factors have been set by the county, not by the fifth grade team or Pointer Ridge Elementary.  
First in Math is a computer program that you may be familiar with from last year that will be used again.  This program focuses on basic Math facts and is very beneficial to all students, particularly those who struggle with Math.  Please encourage your child to use it on your home computer as well as here at school.  Each child will be given an individual user name and password in the next few weeks.

Pointer Ridge Elementary is continuing to use our paper recycling program.  You may have already noticed the green and yellow dumpster outside.  In addition to helping our environment, this is a fundraiser.  We will have collection bins in each classroom as well.  The bin is for any type of paper except cardboard.  Magazines and catalogs are great because the money we earn is based on the weight.  Please bring, or send in with your child any paper to be recycled including junk mail and shredded paper (shredded paper must be in some type of plastic bag so it won’t spill all over our school when picked up by the company).   Thank you for helping support this program.

A school supply list is attached.  Please be sure your child has all supplies as soon as possible.

If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know.  We hope to see you at Back to School night on Thursday, September 1, at 6:30pm.

1 2 inch three ring binder (no zippered or Velcro binder systems)

2 packages of dividers

1 package of loose leaf paper-replenish often (wide ruled)

      2    packages of #2 pencils-replenish often (No mechanical pencils)

1    pack of lined index cards (still packaged)

2
red pens


      1 
pair of scissors

      1 
small bottle of Elmer’s “glue all”

      1
zippered pencil pouch to fit in binder (No pencil boxes)
     5 
marbled composition books (No spiral notebooks)

      1 
box of crayons (12 or less)

      1 
box of colored pencils (12 or less)

      6
book covers (extra large, non adhesive, brown paper bags will do just fine!)

      1    large box of tissues

      2    highlighters (one yellow, one pink)

      1    durable pocket folder with three holes to fit in binder

      1    pack (of 25) clear sheet protectors (8 ½ x 11, 3 holes punched)

      1
ruler and protractor for home use on homework assignments-do not send to school

      All Boys bring in 1 bottle of hand sanitizer, 1 box of gallon sized zipper bags

      All Girls bring in 1 bottle of paper towels, 1 bottle of liquid hand soap

All students are expected to have a chapter book each day at school with them.

Please follow these guidelines so all your child’s school materials will fit in his/her desk appropriately.  

