Labels Over Time
	Time Period
	Groups Called “Liberal” or

Even “Radical” for Change
	Groups Called “Conservative” or “Status Quo”

	Early 1800s
	Jeffersonian Democratic-Republicans

Democratic Republicans
	Federalists

Whigs

	Civil War Era

(1850s to 1870s)
	Republicans
	States’ Rights Democrats

	Late 1800s
	Populists/Grange/People’s Party
	Republicans

Democrats

	Early 1900s
	Progressive

Teddy Roosevelt Republicans 

Wilson Democrats
	Taft Republicans



	Mid 1900s
	New Deal Democrats

Civil Rights Democrats
	Republicans

Dixiecrats

States’ Rights Democrats

Goldwater Republicans

	Late 1900s
	Democrats

Greens
	Reagan Republicans

Christian Republicans


Democratic Party  

Claims heritage from Jefferson coalition of the early 1800s.  Dominated the country for 
decades.  Split in the late 1820s over regional differences. The westerners emerged as the 
Democrats under the leadership of Andrew Jackson.  The donkey symbol was first used in the 
mid-1800s as an insult for stubborn party leaders, but became a source of pride.

Today’s support  groups

· The New Deal Coalition 



African Americans and their support for civil rights issues



Union “blue collar” workers and labor progressives



Upper-class progressives or “reform” Democrats (e.g. Woodrow Wilson, FDR, JFK)



Dixiecrats/southern farmers

· The “New Left”: environmental issues, antiwar, and anti-big business

· Feminist Movement:  social issues are central

· Hispanic Americans: generally pro-Democratic on civil rights issues, but that is changing based on conservative religious and family issues

By the 2000s, major areas of Democratic support were urban areas, the Northeast, and the West Coast.  The following news outlets and personalities are largely identified as Democratic-leaning.


Washington Post, The Nation, New Republic, CNN, Air America Radio, and Al Franken

Republican Party 

In the 1850s, the Republicans were centrist and liberal reformers who emerged from the collapse of the Whigs and moderate Democrats.  Dominated politics during the Gilded Age (1876-1900), the Roaring 20s, and post-1980.  Labeled the GOP (Grand Old Party) as a reference to traditional values and English references of stability.  Elephant symbol originally a reference to a large, uncontrollable, rampaging beast  - but became a symbol of the party since late 1800s.

Today’s support groups

· Neo-Conservatives:  Goldwater conservatives, Reagan Conservatives, and pro-business

· East Coast Upper Class (Boardroom) Conservatives: Wall Street and free trade

· Supply-Side Conservatives:  anti-big government, especially in economics

· Christian Coalition/Moral Majority Conservatives:  Reverend Pat Robertson, Ralph Reed

· Southern Conservatives (Dixiecrats): anti-New Deal programs, pro-states’ rights

· Western Grange Conservatives:  mountain states’ conservatives (more libertarian)
By the 2000s, major areas of support for Republicans were the suburbs, Great Plains, Rocky Mountains, and the South

The following news outlets and personalities are largely identified as Republican-leaning:  Washington Times, National Review, Wall Street Journal, Fox Network, Rush Limbaugh 
