Revolutions of 1830 and 1848

France - July 1830

· France had a liberal constitution under Louis XVIII

· middle class and peasantry kept gains

· intellectual and artistic freedom allowed

· real parliament created

· Yet only 100,000 of wealthiest voted

· (population of 30 million)

· Charles X (1824 - 1830)

· youngest brother

· reactionary

· wanted old order back

· Repudiated Constitutional Charter in July 1830

· Immediate insurrection, barricades put up, etc - Charles fled within 3 days
July Revolution, 1830

· Louis Philippe (1830 - 1848)

· cousin of Charles

· Owed position to upper middle class

· adopted flag of Fr Rev (tricolor)

· “King of the French people”

· no real changes in gov’t - except no more absolutism

· Set off revolutions everywhere

Revolutions of 1830

· Belgium became independent

· Leopold elected king in 1831, recognized as independent in 1839

· Switzerland became a little more liberal

· Germany, Portugal and Italy had revolutions put down

· Spain entered long period of civil wars and parliamentary development

· Poland lost out - was merged into Russia, but probably saved Belgium’s revolution

Great Britain in 1830

· Influenced by the July Revolution in Fr

· Becoming a little more liberal under new Tory leadership - Canning and Peel

· reduced tariffs

· moved toward freedom of trade

· professional police force created

· Catholic Emancipation Act passed

· Commons very unrepresentative

· In 1820,  less than 500 men, mostly members of the House of Lords, selected majority to House of Commons

·  Wellington defends system which creates uproar

· Reform bills introduced and rejected

· Whigs threaten to have king create new peers to change majority in House of Lords

Reform Bill of 1832

· Voting qualifications depended upon where one lived and taxes or rent one paid

· Redistributed electorate by region and class - new industrial towns and middle classes ( factory owners, businessmen, doctors, lawyers, merchants)

· Kept Britain from revolution

Britain after Reform Bill of 1832

· Aristocratic Whigs who supported bill merged with radical industrialists  and a few liberal Tories to form LIBERAL PARTY

· Most Tories with a few others became the CONSERVATIVE PARTY

· These two parties alternated power between 1832 and WWI

Other Reforms in Britain
(Whig influenced)

· 1833 - abolished slavery

· 1834 - new Poor Law adopted

· 1835 - Municipal Corporations Act

· uniform election and administration

· 1836 - Newspapers could report on voting in House

· Church of England reformed

· Tory response attacked strongholds of liberal manufacturing class

· Lord Ashley criticized industrialization

· Passed Factory Act of 1833

· Mines Act of 1842

· Ten Hours Act of 1847

Anti-Corn Law League

· Whigs support industrialists and working class against Tory aristocratic landowners

· Speeches and rallies on both sides

· 1845 famine in Ireland final straw

· Corn Laws repealed in 1846

· Britain becomes dependent on maintaining a freely trading world wide economy

Revolutions of 1848

· Only Great Britain and Russia avoided upheaval  (most advanced and most backward)

· Starts in France

· Bad harvests, high food prices, misery and unemployment in cities

· Uprisings everywhere

1848 - France

· Graft and corruption common

· Radicals call for universal suffrage

· Liberals ask for broader voting rights

· Louis Philippe refuses all change

· Guizot, Prime Minister - agrees

· February 1848, barricades go up

· National Guard called out, refuses 

· Some killed, king abdicates within 3 days - February revolution

· Republic declared with Provisional Government - 10 men 

· Second Republic created

· all males have right to vote

· all slaves freed in colonies

· death penalty ended

· 10-hour workday established

Radical Republicans want more - want socialism

· Louis Blanc calls for national workshops

· Moderates call only for temporary help

· Set up national workshops for temporary relief

· Paris overwhelmed with poor seeking relief

· Middle, upper classes and peasants reject ideas of socialism (fear loss of private property)

· Clash between liberal capitalism and socialism

· June 22 -- gov’t dissolved workshops

· June Days - 1000s killed in violent uprisings - class war

· ended in failure

· Constitution created with a strong executive instead of a democratic republic

· universal male suffrage

· Louis Napoleon elected in Dec 1848 in landslide

· nephew of Napoleon - appeal in name

· desire for order

Revolutions of 1848

· Rest of Europe worried about specter of class war

· Chartist movement revives in England

Revolutions of 1848 - Vienna

· Austria most populous state next to Russia

· Three main geographic divisions

· Austria, Bohemia, Hungary

· A dozen different nationalities or ethnic groups - living in solid groups or intermixed

· Germans, Czechs, Magyars, Poles, Ruthenians, Slovaks, Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Dalmatians, Rumanians, Italian

· Austria most influential member of German confederation

· Its influence felt throughout Germany

· Austria influenced the whole length of Italy

· Volksgeist stirring cultural nationalism

· March 1848 - everything collapsed in Austrian Empire

· Had heard about Feb Rev in Fr

· Louis Kossuth, Hungarian liberal made speech which was printed and spread

· In Vienna, workingmen and students rioted and put up barricades

· Metternich resigns and flees to Eng

· Revolution swept through empire and through Italy and Germany

· Riots in Berlin and Prussian king promises  constitution

· Hungary passes the March Laws that declares themselves constitutionally separate from Empire but still recognizes Hapsburg house

· Emperor Ferdinand grants same status to Bohemia that Hungary has

· Milan drove out Austrians

· Venice and Tuscany claimed themselves republics

· Patriots demanding liberal governments and national freedom

· Serfdom ended where it still existed

