The Political Spectrum – Terms and Concepts of Political Beliefs
Neo-Conservatives – (Neo-cons)  product of WWII and Cold War. More libertarian conservatives – strong defense, open competition in economic markets, and free world-markets, free trade

Bible-belt conservatives  - (Theo-cons)  product of forced civil rights changes, tend to be Southern Baptists, more fundamental Christians, dislike central government, yet support prayer in schools.  Traditional support in the “Old South” – Moral Majority and the Christian Coalition, have grown rapidly in # and are key to power in Republican party today.  Christian voters see liberalism as attacking family structure and independence.

Dixiecrats – Traditional label given to white Southerners who remained very conservative, but very loyal to the Democratic party from about 1880 to 1980.  Became Republican.  Conservative on foreign policies, state’s rights, and social values. Emergence of Republican Party in the South has been major feature of “political realignment” and has changed dominance of Demo party
New Deal Liberals – favor central role of govt in the economy. Support unions, soc sec (SS) as a safety net.  Originally supporters of FDR.  Key support groups were labor union workers in Northern cities, residents of rural areas in desperate need of eco help, and African Americans who could vote

Greens - (Feminist liberals, environmental liberals, civil rights liberals) wish to have US lead in the creation of social equality and environmental protection.  Tend to distrust big business and major political parties.
Rust Belt - Northeast – traditionally heavy industry areas and more union activity.  More populated urban centers with larger minority population therefore more liberal.

Sun Belt – South and West – fastest growing area in the country contain more nonunion areas, more history of supporting state’s rights, more conservative

Farm Belt - less populated but vast area of the middle of the country, extends to ranching country in the West.  Traditions of personal and eco independence – conservative area

West Coast - rapid immigration, vast concerns over environment, more liberal lifestyle – area along Pacific more liberal

Southern strategy - made popular by Nixon campaigns, Republican strategies aimed to build a powerful and loyal conservative base in the Old South, denying Democrats one of their older and traditional core support areas. 
