The French Revolution 

France in 1789  

· Population more than 25 Million

· very productive

· rich farmlands

· culture that dominated Europe

· center of the 18th century Enlightenment 

· BUT . . .

· Government corrupt, inefficient, and in debt

· archaic and unjust class structure

· medieval institutions

· Class resentments erupt

· fueled by Enlightenment, American Revolution

· French Revolution began as a moderate attempt at reform

Old Regime 

· Class structure left over from Middle Ages

· determined political and social order in France

First Estate

· Clergy

· less than 1% of population

· owned 20% of the land

· exempt from taxes
Second Estate

· Nobles

· between 2% and 4% of the pop

· owned 20% of the land

· exempt from taxes

· hold gov’t positions

Third Estate

· Middle class (Bourgeoisie), urban artisans, peasants

· mostly peasants

· 95% of population

· Bourgeoisie annoyed because they lacked influence

· Subject to lots of taxes

· Taille, gabelle, church tax, income tax, poll tax, local duties to feudal lords

· lettre de cachet - jeopardized personal  freedom

· government could imprison anyone without charges or trial

Louis XVI (1724-1792)

· Burdened by debts - 

· wars and extravagances

· corrupt and inefficient administration

· American Revolution - supported the US

· Attempted to tax the clergy and nobles

· Assembly of Notables, 1787

· Parlement of Paris, high court of France

· ruled new taxes could not be levied without approval of the Estates General

· Louis agreed
Estates General 

· Estates General is to meet in Versailles

· has only met twice before - 1302, 1614

· each estate could elect its own representatives

· Third Estate can choose double the number of representatives of the First and Second

· Debate over how they will vote

· Decide voting will be by “custom and tradition”

· Election campaigns held

· Campaigns based on debate and pamphlets 

· Abbe Sieyes - most influential

· “What Is the Third Estate?”

· Third Estate had 600 members elected

· large portion of them - lawyers

· no peasants attended sessions

Cahiers de doleances

· Each Estate asked to compile a list of suggestions and /or complaints - called Cahiers - to present to the King

· All grievances emphasized a need to 

· reform the government

· create civil equality

· Many demanded a lessening of royal absolutism

· all were loyal to idea of monarchy and concept that the monarchy continue to lead France

Spring of 1789

· Widespread grain shortages, poor harvests, inflated land prices

· worst period of this in 18th century

May 5, 1789

· Estates General meets

· 3rd Estate upset with voting methods

· by unit, not per capita

· Estates ordered to meet and vote separately  

· 3rd Estate refused - insisted all remain together       

June 13, 1789

· 3rd Estate declared itself the NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

· supported by a few members of the 1st estate

· said it represented the political will of the entire French nation

June 17, 1789

· 3rd estate locked out of the meeting place by the king’s troops

· assembled in an indoor tennis court

· swore not to disband until they gave France a constitution

· TENNIS COURT OATH

· 3rd estate assumed sovereign power on behalf of the nation

June 17, 1789

· King recognizes National Assembly

· defections from the 1st and 2nd Estates

· WHY?

· dissolves the Estates General,  BUT

· orders troops to surround Versailles

Paris gets involved

· Citizens of Paris angry because of 

· food shortages

· unemployment

· high prices 

· fear of military repression

· Storm the Bastille in search of weapons - July 14, 1789

· Bastille symbol of royal power and oppression

· King recalls troops around Versailles

· Formally recognized the Commune of Paris - (city gov’t of Paris)

· Agreed to the formation of the National Guard under Lafayette(1757 - 1834)

The Great Fear

· Rebellion reaches countryside

· wave of rumor and hysteria about nobles organizing attacks on peasants 

· peasants attacked manor houses

· destroyed legal records of feudal obligation

· Led to declaration by National Assembly

Laws of the Fourth of August

· Aristocrats decide the only way to halt violence was to renounce their feudal rights

· peasants don’t have to work the lord’s land

· could fish in lord’s streams, hunt in his woods
· All the people of France were subject to the same laws and obligations to society

· feudalism abolished

· all classes “equal”

Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, Aug 26, 1789

· Constitutional  blueprint

· used language of the Enlightenment

· Written by Lafayette with Jefferson’s help

· said political sovereignty laid in the nation at large, not in the monarch

· All citizens equal before the law

· All citizens equal in rights and responsibilities

· all have freedom of religion, press, economic activity of their choice

· property was sacred

· Citizens are MEN

Olympe de Gouges 

· Two years later, 1791, The Rights of Women

· women should have right to be educated , to control their own property, to initiate divorce

· Do get right to divorce and prop for a time
Oct. 5, 1789

· Louis vacillates in summer and fall

· large crowd of women march on Versailles

· escort him and family back to Paris

· King now under control of Parisians - a more radical group

National Assembly

· Working on writing a constitution and running country on a day-to-day basis

· Achievements


· Secularization of Religion

· Governmental Reform

· Constitutional Changes

Civil Constitution of the Clergy (1790)

· Church property confiscated to pay debts

· National church created

· 83 bishops, 83 dioceses

· all clergy democratically elected

· salaries paid by state

· take oath to Constitution 

· led to dispute between church and state

Gov’t Reform

· Country divided into 83 departments (replaces the provinces)

· governed by elected officials

· new law courts in each department

· gave them a uniform administrative structure

Constitution of 1791

· Transformed France into a Constitutional monarchy

· Unicameral Legislative Assembly

· middle class control gov’t

· indirect method of voting

· property qualifications

Legislative Assembly (1791-92)

· First stage of the French Revolution

· New elections - more radical groups, more divisive, only lasted 10 months

· Jews and Protestants granted full political rights

· Slavery abolished in France, but still practiced in colonies

· Toussiant L’Ouverture - Haiti 

· Focus more on war

· Emigres - encouraging outside intervention

· Count of Artois , Louis XVI’s brother

· Encourages Louis to flee

· Flight to Varennes, June 20, 1791 Declaration of Pillnitz (Aug 1791)

· issued by Prus and Aus- goal to restore monarchy

· Debates within the Assembly, at political clubs, bars

· Most important political clubs were republican groups

· Jacobins - radical urban

· Girondins - moderate rural

· Sans-cullottes - working class, extreme radical 

· Nation polarized

· mounting political and economic chaos

· monarchy now unpopular

· republicans gaining strength

· Solution?

· Declare war against ALL monarchs

· Wars of the Revolution

· declare war ag Austria April 20, 1792

Wars of the Revolution

· Are defeated

· the Jacobins blame Louis XVI

· believe he is part of a conspiracy with Prussia and Austria

· Brunswick Manifesto

· Jacobin leaders  aroused mobs of Paris

· Mobs react by storming the Tulieries 

· King and family taken and imprisoned

· Legislative Assembly under attack

· Constitution of 1791 suspended

· new elections ordered - universal male suffrage

· propose a National Convention to give France a new republican gov’t

The National Convention (1792-1795)

· Second Stage of the Fr. Rev

· Radical stage

· Sept 21, 1792 France declared a republic

· the monarchy abolished

· Convention members are doctors, lawyers, males, middle class reformers

· Create a new constitution based on universal male suffrage

· create a new calendar

· begin use of the metric system

· Jacobins and Girondins compete for control

· Maximilien Robespierre - Jacobin leader along with Danton and Marat

· pushed for execution of king

· King tried for treason and guillotined on Jan 21, 1793, Queen later

· 1793 - Austria and Prussia at war 

· France drives them back, inspired by nationalism

· First Coalition formed, (Spring)

· alliance of Aus, Eng, Neth, Prus, and Spain

· combats French advance

· Spring 1793

· food shortages 

· counterrevolutionaries in western France threaten radicals grip on rev

· Power struggle

· May 1793

· Jacobins oust Girondins with help of enrages -radical working class leaders of Paris

· seized and arrested Girondin leaders

· establish an emergency government to deal with external and internal threats to revolution

Committee of Public Safety

· Directed by Robespeirre

· Law of the Maximum

· decreed a planned economy

· enabled France to have total war against enemies

· Lazare Carnot

· “The Organizer of Victory”

· reorganized French army

· entire nation conscripted into service

· war -  national mission

· export - “Liberty, equality, fraternity”

· ended slavery

Reign of Terror (Summer 1793-Summer 1794)

· Government campaign against internal enemies and counterrevolutionaries

· Revolutionary Tribunal created

· “Law of Suspects”

· new system of “Justice”

· between 25,000 and 40,000 killed

· guillotine new spectator sport

Republic of Virtue 

· New political culture

· Robespierre’s plan to de-Christianize France

· alienated Catholic majority

· Terror out of control

· no-one safe

· July 27, 1794 Robespierre denounced

· arrested and executed next day

Interlude-Thermidorian Reaction

· Dramatic swing to the right

· moderate bourgeoisie regain control

· Girondians readmitted

· retreat from excesses

· new constitution written, 1795

Third Stage - THE DIRECTORY 

· Representative government

· Legislative Assembly would choose a 5 member executive - The Directory

· all economic controls removed

· 2/3s of new seats in Legislature reserved for convention members

· Voting and holding of office reserved for prop owners

· middle class in control

· loyalist uprising by aristocracy in Oct 1795 - put down by Napoleon 

· given command of Fr armies fighting Austria in Italy

· sans-culottes attack govt and eco philosophy - fail

· Public unhappy

· new elections - 1797 - royalists win

· results annulled

· 5 man Directory rules, weak & corrupt

· do have military successes

· defeat Austria and gain territory

· invade Egypt

· Conspiracy to save revolution to keep royalists from returning (Sieyes)

· Napoleon invited to join

· Coup d’Etat Brumaire  - Nov. 9, 1799

· Directory ousted

CONSULATE PERIOD(1799-1804)

· New constituition 

· Executive power rested with 3 consuls 

· Napoleon was first consul

· Acted like an “enlightened Despot”

· demanded obedience, rewarded ability, organized things in a hierarchy

· In Italy I realized I was a superior being and conceived the ambition of performing great things, which hitherto had filled my thoughts only as a fantastic dream.


 Domestic reform and policies

· Strong central govt and admin unity

· religious unity (Concordat of 1801)

· financial unity (Bank of France)

· emphasized a balanced budget

· rigid economy in govt

· Economic reform

· provided food at low prices

· increased employment

· allowed peasants to keep land

· educational reforms

· developed system of public education under state control 

· University of France

· Legal reforms

· codified French laws - Code Napoleon

· stipulated equality before the law

· freedom of conscience

· property rights protected

· abolished serfdom

· Denied women equal status, political liberty

· Repressed liberty

· subverted republicanism

· restored absolutism

· 1801 - Consul for life

· Plebescite - 1802 (3.5 million yes, 8300 - no)

· Crowned himself emperor on Dec. 2, 1804 in Notre Dame

THE EMPIRE PERIOD

· Constant warfare from 1805 on

· Grand Empire created

· an enlarged France

· satellite kingdoms

· coerced allies
· War of 2nd Coalition 1798-1801

· War of 3rd Coalition 1805-1807

· Trafalgar, 1805 (Lord Nelson)

· Peninsular Wars 1808-1814

· Spain (Wellington)

· War of German Liberation 1809

· Russian Campaign 1812

· War of 4th Coalition 1813-1814

· Leipzig

· 100 Days (March 20- June 22, 1815

· By 1808-09 Napoleon controlled continental Europe

· heroic figure, wanted to revive ancient Roman empire

· Romanticism developed

· based on images and fantasy

· personal feeling

· heroic

· criticism not allowed

Napoleon’s “mistakes”

1. Spain - spring 1808

2. Continental System

3. Italy - 1809

4. Invasion of Russia - 1812

5. nationalism

· April 3, 1814 Napoleon voted out of office, lost support of army officers

· April 6, 1814 went to Elba

· Louis XVIII becomes king

· Congress of Vienna(Nov 1814-March 1815)

· Napoleon returns - 100 Days

· Banished to St. Helena

Evaluation of Napoleon

· Did he further the cause of Enlightenment or set stage for dictatorship?

· He brought order, progress, reform

· Son of the Revolution

· But . . .

Place the following in correct chronological

order

· National convention

· Legislative assembly

· Consulate period

· National assembly

· empire period

· Ancien Regime

· Directory

