Ancient World
Chapter-six

Section 1

The Rise of Greek Civilization

A. Greece’s Geographic Setting

a. Greece is a peninsula made up of peninsulas.

b. Mountains are the major landform of Greece.

c. 1/5 of Greece is good for growing crops.

d. Geography led to communities becoming separate countries.

B. Greek Beginnings

a. Used stories (myths) to explain the creation of the universe, features of nature, and how traditions came to be.

i. One of the most important stories was the story of the Trojan War, a long struggle between Greece and the city of Troy.

1. A prince named Paris kidnapped Menelaus’ wife, Helen and took her to Troy.

2. Greek chieftains sent an army to attack Troy.

3. War lasted ten years.

4. Greeks gained the victory be the Trojan Horse.

5. Two epics about the Trojan War survive today, Illiad and the Odyssey.

C. The Dark Ages of Greece 

a. Not long after the end of Troy, civilization in Greece collapsed.

i. Poverty was everywhere.

ii. Trading didn’t go beyond the borders of Greece.

iii. The art of writing disappeared.

1. Called the “dark ages of Greece” because without writing, people had to depend on word of mouth to keep their traditions and history alive.

D. Governing the City-States

a. Sometime around 750 B.C., villages in a small area probably joined together to form cities.

i. Each was not only a city, but also a separate independent state.

b. The earliest rulers were probably chieftains or kings who were military leaders.

i. By the end of the Dark Ages, most cities were ruled by aristocrats (members of rich and powerful families).

c. City-states used trade to become richer.

i. Middle class began to develop.

ii. Gradually, military strength in the cities shifted to the middle class.

1. Aristocratic governments were often overthrown and replaced by rulers called TYRANTS (seized power by force).

d. Eventually, cities began to move to a form of government called democracy (people govern themselves).
i. Not everyone benefited from democracy.

ii. Only free men were allowed to become citizens.

