Ancient World
Chapter-six

Section 2

Greek Religion, Philosophy, and Literature

A. The Golden Age of Athens

a. The Flourishing Arts

i. The builders of the new acropolis brought Greek architecture to its peak.

1. Finest work was the Parthenon.

2. Used marble, ivory, and gold to make a 40 foot statute of Athena.

ii. Sculpture like Athena also flourished.

1. All had three important characteristics

a. Full of action.

b. Arranged to show balance and order.

c. Life-like and accurate.

2. However, they are ideal views of humans and animals.

3. Goal was to present images of human perfection in a balanced and orderly way.

B. The Search for Knowledge

a. Greek Religion

i. Wherever the Greeks lived, they built temples to the gods.

ii. Gods also had human characteristics.

1. Main difference was gods were perfect, had awesome power, and lived forever.

iii. Worshipped a family of gods and goddesses called the 12 Olympians.

1. Also worshipped lesser gods and mythical heroes like Achilles.

b. Greek Science and Philosophy

i. Most Greeks believed that their gods were the source of all natural events.

1. Some people, known as philosophers, disagreed.

a. Believed that people could use the power of the mind and reason to understand natural events.

2. During the Golden Age, several important philosophers taught in Athens.

a. Socrates wanted people to consider the true meaning of justice and courage.

b. To do this, he asked questions that made other think about what they believed in.

c. “Know Thyself” was his most important lesson.

d. Accused of dishonoring the gods and misleading the people of Athens.

e. Drank poison and died.

C. Greek Drama

a. Tragedy

i. A serious story that usually ends in disaster for the main character.

ii. Often told of fictional humans who were destroyed when forced to make impossible choices.

iii. Between scenes, a chorus would sing and usually give background information.

b. Comedy

i. Made fun of well-known citizens and politicians and also made jokes about customs of the day.

ii. Many people accepted the jokes and humor because of the free spirit in Athens.

