Ancient World
Chapter-six

Section 5

The Spread of Greek Culture

A. Alexander Builds an Empire

a. Father of Alexander the Great, Phillip of Macedonia, united Macedonia and built an army greater than Sparta’s.

i. First person to control all of Greece.

ii. Started to attack Persia.

iii. Assassinated by rival.

iv. At 20 years old, Alexander became king.

b. First act as king was the invasion of Persia.

i. Within 11 years, he had conquered Persia, Egypt, and lands extending beyond the Indus River in the east.

ii. Alexander’s energy and military genius helped him succeed.

1. Wherever he went, he established cities.

a. Usually named after himself.

2. He never lost a battle.

iii. Not far beyond the Indus River, his troops refused to take another step east.

iv. Came down with fever in Babylon.

1. Died at the age of 33.

2. Conquered practically all known world.

B. Greek Culture Spread

a. The Hellenistic Kingdoms

i. Alexander wanted to mix Greek culture with whatever culture the people he conquered had.

ii. Unfortunately that did not happen.

1. Hellenistic kingdoms were modeled after Greek cities.

a. Greek kings ruled.

b. Greeks held most important jobs.

c. Greek language spoken inside the city.

iii. The greatest of all Hellenistic cities was Alexandria in Egypt.

1. Became the capital of Egypt.

2. Grew famous for business and trade.

3. Greatest of all Hellenistic cities for learning.

a. Had library with half million books.

b. Geometry was founded by Euclid in Alexandria.

c. Many scientists believed the Earth was round.

d. Scientist named Archimedes discovered the use of pulleys and levers to lift heavy objects.

