The Great Gatsby (Open-Book Quiz)

Chapter 1
1. Notice how many times Fitzgerald uses the words hope, or dream. Why does he do this? 

2. Nick starts the novel by relaying his father's advice "Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the advantages that you've had." List Nick's advantages. Does he reserve judgment in the novel? 

3. What colors emerge in the first chapter? What do they mean?
4. What does Tom's behavior reveal about his character? Be specific.
Chapter 2 

1. Describe the "valley of ashes." What does it look like and what does it represent? 

2. Describe Mr. Wilson and Myrtle. Do they seem to fit into the setting? Explain.
3. Describe the violent act Tom committed against Myrtle. What does this reveal about him?

Chapter 3 

1. What rumors have been told about Gatsby? Why does Fitzgerald reveal rumors rather than fact? 

2. How is Gatsby different from his guests? 

3. Nick thinks he's one of the few honest people he knows, why? Do you think he is honest?
4. Why give so many extravagant parties?
Chapter 4 

1. Why does Fitzgerald list all of Gatsby's party guests? 

2. Why does Gatsby tell Nick about his life? Do you believe Gatsby? Does Nick? 

3. What role does Meyer Wolfsheim play in the novel? Why is there so much focus on his nose and what does this tell you about Fitzgerald's politics? 

4. What does Jordan's story of Daisy's marriage reveal about Daisy? 

5. Nick says, "There are only the pursued, the pursuing, the busy and the tired." What does Nick mean? How does each character in the novel fit into this schema? 

Chapter 5 

1. Describe the effect of rain on the plot. 

2. Why does Gatsby offer Nick work? How does Nick feel about this? 

3. Explain the significance of the green light. 
4. Discuss the significance of the tea party
Chapter 6 

1. What story does Gatsby tell to Nick? How truthful was Gatsby when he relayed the story of his life to Nick? 
2. Describe the meeting of Tom and Gatsby. What does this meeting reveal about them? 

3. Why did Daisy and Tom find Gatsby's party loathsome? 

4. How did Gatsby measure the success of his party? 

Chapter 7 

1. Describe Daisy and Gatsby's new relationship. 

2. Compare George Wilson and Tom. What did each man learn about his wife and how did they each react? 

3. Describe the fight between Gatsby and Tom. What do these men think of each other? How are they similar and how are they different? 

Chapter 8 

1. How does Fitzgerald achieve a melancholic mood in the beginning of this chapter? 

2. How are seasons used in constructing this novel? 

3. Who is Dan Cody and what is his significance in Gatsby's life? 

4. How does Nick's statement "You're worth the whole bunch put together" show a change in Nick from the beginning of the novel? 

5. How does T. J. Eckleberg affect Mr. Wilson?

Chapter 9 

1. Why did Nick take care of Gatsby's funeral? 

2. Who attended Gatsby's funeral? How and why is this significant? 

3. Why does Nick call Tom and Daisy "careless people"?

In questions 1-5 below, explain (a)  who or what is being described and (b) it’s importance.
  

1.  "...they conducted themselves according to the rules of behavior associated with amusement parks" 

  

2.  "It excited him too that many men had already loved Daisy- it increased her value in his eyes."
  

3.  He borrowed somebody's best suit to get married in. 

  

4.  "So he invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby that a seventeen year old boy would be likely to invent, and to this conception he was faithful to the end."
  

5.  ”Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that’s no matter—tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther. . . . And then one fine morning—
So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.”
Make the correct choice in each of the following (6-7): 

  

6. Nick gives as his interest in Gatsby that- 

  
a) he represented everything I scorn. 

b) there was something gorgeous about him. 

c) he was exempt from my reaction to the East. 

d) all of the above 
7. Who is described as "seeking, a little wistfully, for the dramatic turbulence of some irrecoverable ...game"? 

  
a) Nick 

b) Jordan 

c) Gatsby 

d) Tom 
For each of the following themes, discuss the character and how it manifests: 

  

8.  Illusion vs. Reality
  

9.  Money has the power to corrupt
  

10. Disillusionment with the American Dream
