                                                Name ___________________date_______


North Carolina History: Ms. Andrews
What will you study in History? Eighth grade students examine the roles of people, events, and issues in North Carolina history that have contributed to the unique character of the state today. Although the value and methods of historical study as a way of learning about people are stressed, key concepts of geography, civics, and economics are incorporated throughout the course for a fuller understanding of the significance of the people, events, and issues. Inherent to the study of North Carolina history is a continuing examination of local, state, and national government structures. 
Our Essential Outcomes for the year are: 

1. Explain how North Carolina has progressed from colonization to present time.

2. Explain how North Carolina’s diversity influences the development of its culture, and political and economic systems.

3. Explain North Carolina’s Role in a Global Society.

4. Explain how North Carolina has influenced the development of American society.

5. Explain how individuals make a difference.

6. Explain how geography influences history.

7. Explain how the cultural identity of North Carolina has changed over time. 

Grading Policy: 
Classwork: 25%

Homework: 10%

Major Assessments (Tests, Projects, Writing Exercises): 40%

Minor Assessments (Entrance and Exit Cards, Quizzes): 25%

I strongly encourage all materials to be turned in on time. Turning in assignments on the correct due date is great preparation for high school, and for life in the real world. However, students will have five days from the original due date to turn in assignments for credit. Point deductions are possible. On assignments that fall into the “point deduction” category, students will be made aware both in class and through blackboard and Schoolnotes. 
Extra Credit will be available throughout the school year. 

Ms. Andrews Class Policies: 

· Every student should have a 3-ring notebook and pencil in class each day. Students will also need a composition notebook for the focus journal.  I will have the following materials available at the student work stations. 

· Pencils

· White Paper

· Glue Sticks

· Scissors

· Markers

· 3x5 notecards  for vocabulary
· In emergency situations, students may leave the classroom. Upon leaving the room, students will sign out and carry a hall pass. If students have excessive trips out of the classroom, parents will be notified. 

· Tardiness is not acceptable. When you are tardy, you must sign in. Each student will receive one warning; the following tardies will result in Lunch Detention to be served with Ms. Andrews.

· We will have homework on a regular basis. It is important for you to seriously complete the short assignments so you can be prepared for class each day. You can check www.schoolnotes.com each day or weekly as well as checking the Homework section of the front board.
· I will be using both schoolnotes and blackboard as methods of communication with parents and students. If students  lose their assignments, a copy may be printed from Blackboard. There will be a limited number of copies in the classroom.

· When homework is assigned I will check to see if you have it. Homework counts as 10 percent of your final grade, so make sure to DO IT! No homework assignment  should take more than thirty minutes per night. Also, feel free to work ahead on homework assignments!

· Please TYPE all compositions, essays, projects, . . . (double spaced with 1  margins) If you write the rough draft at the computer, then you will have less work to do on the final copy. There are computers in the classroom if you do not have access to a computer. You will need to set up a time to use the classroom computer for these assignments.  If you can’t type the assignment, make sure you use black ink and write neatly. 

· PLEASE write your name and the date on every paper you receive- unfortunately, I am not a handwriting expert! 
· Major tests will be announced at least two days in advance. 

· Quizzes may or may not be announced. They will be a review of recent class information or homework. 

· At the beginning of each month, I will hand out a calendar of events for the month. This calendar is not set in stone, and changes will be announced in class. 

· All make up work is located in the notebook in the front of class, it is the students’ responsibility to get any make up work from the notebook or from blackboard. 
· Wake County’s policy for absences (two days for make up work per day missed). When you complete the assignment, please put in the box. If you missed a quiz or a test, check with me about when you can make it up. It may need to be before or after school. 
· If you need additional help with anything, my room is open on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings. I am also available on Tuesdays and Fridays during lunch. 
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Please have this signed and in your notebook by Friday, it will be checked for a homework grade! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Signature ________________________________________

Parent Signature __________________________________________

Please return to Ms. Andrews by Friday for your first homework grade! 

        Character Education: FISH Philosophy and Deadliest Catch Competition
Fish Philosophy
I am implementing a new policy to help students with character education, and to encourage individual responsibility. Please understand that this is a new process for me, there will probably be some aspects of this that work wonderfully, and some that don’t!  

The Fish Philosophy became famous in the early 2000s as a method to encourage those in the workplace. The philosophy is modeled after the Pike Place Fish Market in Seattle, WA. If you would like to see more about the book, please feel free to check out www.fishphilosophy.com.  The major aspects of this philosophy are:

Choose Your Attitude!


Play! 



Make Their Day!



Be Present!

During the first few days of class, students will brainstorm (in teams) how to display the Fish philosophy (don’t worry, this will only take a few moments). Additionally, I will work on a way to teach using this philosophy! If you have a chance to discuss this as a family, I’d love to hear about any ideas you have in order to make this year in Social Studies a huge success. 

Deadliest Catch Competition

One of my favorite summer television shows is “The Deadliest Catch” on Animal Planet (maybe because Alaska looked so much more refreshing than Raleigh this summer).  Conveniently, the Deadliest Catch is a great piggy-back to the Fish Philosophy!  
On the first day of class, each student will have an assigned seat. Each of the desks has a fish on it (the orange spotted sunfish, the purple pinfish, the yellow fin dolphin, and the green grouper). For the remainder of the quarter, the students will work with the members of their color group.  There are some things to keep in mind about the competition:

1. There will be no grades associated with the group work- I grade everything on an individual basis. 

2. Each group will have a work station, students can stock these work stations with anything they might need in class. I have provided colored pencils, markers, glue sticks, pencils, white paper, hand sanitizer, tape and notecards. Students may also leave their journals in the crates at the work stations if they choose. 

3. Each Group will also be assigned to one of the computers in the back of the class (hopefully this will alleviate some of the waiting for computers). 

How students will catch their “Fish”

There will be a number of ways that students will have an opportunity to catch fish. After each team catches twenty fish, there will be a class wide incentive (not grade related). The team with the most fish at the end of the quarter will receive another incentive.  There is a chart located at the back of the room, which will show the number of fish caught by each team. I will never remove fish from a team- this is meant to be an incentive, not a punishment. 

Ways to Catch Fish (I reserve the right to add or subtract from this list)

1. All members of your team turn in their homework on time.

2. All members of your team are prepared for class. 

3. All members of your team score at least a 77% on Quizzes and Tests.

4. All members of your team due the BLUE! During Social Studies.

5. All members of your team complete their vocabulary cards.
Please let me know if you have any questions about this or any other Social Studies policies. 
