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WESTERN CIVILIZATION

“9 Theses”

Martin Luther wanted to be a good Christian, not a religious revolutionary.  Yet, knowledge that the Church was selling indulgences (removal of punishment for sins) troubled Luther and led him to write 95 Theses.  He posted these statements to the local church door for all to see and discuss.  Luther’s words quickly spread throughout Germany and all of Europe.  Many people supported his opinions and thoughts about the Church.  By posting his ideas, Luther became a leader in the Reformation, which led to the creation of new Protestant religions.  
Here are some of Luther’s statements:

13.  The dying are freed by death from all penalties, are already dead as far as the canon laws are concerned, and have a right to be released from them.  
21. Thus those indulgence preachers are in error who say that a man is absolved from every penalty and saved by papal indulgences.

23. If remission of all penalties whatsoever could be granted to anyone at all, certainly it would be granted only to the most perfect, that is, to very few.

24. For this reason most people are necessarily deceived by that indiscriminate and high-sounding promise of release from penalty.

43. Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to the needy does a better deed than he who buys indulgences.

44. Because love grows by works of love, man thereby becomes better.  Man does not, however, become better by means of indulgences but is merely freed from penalties.

46. Christians are to be taught that, unless they have more than they need, they must reserve enough for their family needs and by no means squander it on indulgences.

What do you notice about how Luther wrote his statements?
Who are some famous revolutionaries?
What characteristics are needed to become a revolutionary?

TASK
1. Choose one specific topic that you believe needs improvement.  (Examples: closed campus lunch policy, curfew,  
2. Write ”9 Theses” about this specific topic in the same style as Luther – positive, not accusative 

or argumentative, provide solutions, and reasons why it would be better another way.
(How should it be?  Why?  What would be the end results?) 
