[image: image1.png]Another far-reaching result of the Reformation
and Counter-Reformation was a new interest. in
education. Many new universities had appeared in
the 1400s and 1500s because of the humanists’
concern for learning. After the mid-1500s enroll-
ments increased dramatically, and the religious
reformers supported this trend. <

Protestants believed that people could find
their way to Christian faith by studying the Bible.
As a result, reading became increasingly impor-
tant. In their schools the Jesuits and other new reli-
gious orders worked to strengthen the faith of the
Catholics. Education did not mean tolerance of
new ideas, however. Luther, Calvin, and their fol-
lowers felt obliged to set up standards of faith and
religious practice. Neither the Protestant nor the
Catholic authorities permitted views that differed
from their own.

The Reformation led to an' increase in the
power of national governments and to a decrease in
the power of the pope. In Protestant regions each
government took responsibility for the leadership of
the official church. In Catholic areas rulers often
obtained considerable control over their churches
in return for remaining loyal to the pope.

SECTION 3 REVIE

Popular Culture
Took New Forms and
Influenced Daily Life

The ideas that shaped the Renaissance, the Refor-
mation, and the Counter-Reformation involved rel-
atively few people. Ordinary people had their own
views about themselves and the world around them.

Magic and Witchcraft

Most Europeans lived in small villages and spent

* their entire lives raising food and combating nature

to survive. People close to the land could never pre-
dict what life would bring. They never knew when a
cow might suddenly fall ill, when lightning might
burn down a cottage, or when milk would fail to
turn into butter.

The world of spirits. Since people considered
God to-be a distant, unknowable force, they
thought spirits populated the world. Although good
spirits abounded, dethons, or devils, made life diffi-

cult. Because people believed in spirits, nothing

was considered an accident. If lightning struck a
house, a demon had caused it. If the butter would
not form, a demon had prevented it. If a pitcher of

' milk spilled or a woman could not have a baby, the

cause stemmed from the evil work of a demon.
Many “supetstitions,” such as the belief that walk-
ing under a ladder might bring bad luck, began dur-
ing this period.

Village priests usually tolerated these beliefs or
at least pretended to ignore them. To the ordinary
villager, the priest could offer no better explana-
tions of how the world worked. The priest was
likely to say that misfortune was God’s will or God’s
punishment for sin. However, villagers often found
certain of the priest’s actions helpful. For example,
every spring in a special ceremony, the priest would
go out to the fields to bless the earth and pray for
good crops. .His blessing of a husband and wife at a
wedding supposedly gave the couple a good start in
life, and baptism was thought to safeguard a new-
born child.

The priest, however, was not the only person to
whom the villagers turned in times of trouble. They
also looked to a so-called “wise” or “cunning” man
or woman. This person, usually fairly old, was
thought to have a special understanding of the way
the world operated. Ordinary people would explain
their problem—a lost ring, a cruel husband, a sick
pig, or even an ominous sign—to these “wise” folk.
Since people believed nothing happened by acci-
dent, anything unusual, such as a frog jumping into
a fishing boat, was taken as a warning. The wise
man or woman would explain what the warning
meant and would sometimes recommend a remedy
to ward off evil. The remedy might include a good-
luck charm to wear, a strange spell to chant, or a
potion to drink.

341




[image: image2.jpg]The belief in witchcraft. Wise people were
often called “good witches.” However, if their rela-
tionships with their neighbors turned sour, wise
people might be accused of being “bad witches.” In
many cases the person accused of witchcraft would
be an elderly widow. Perhaps too weak to work,
with no husband or family to support her, she
would be the most defenseless person in the com-
munity and an easy target for attack.

Stories about witches became more sensational
as they spread throughout the countryside. Outra-
geous accusations were made; a person might be
accused of flying on a broomstick, sticking pins
into dolls, or dancing with the devil in the woods at
night. When the majority of people believed an
accusation, a wise person would be unable to con-
vince a mob that the accusation was untrue. In
some cases the priest might be asked to hold a cere-
mony to exorcise, or drive out, a demon that was
thought to have taken over the witch’s body. In
other cases, the accused person might be dragged to
a bonfire, tied to a stake, and burned, perhaps with
the approval of the local lord.

“Witch hunting” signaled that the normal har-
mony and cooperation of village life had broken
down. Witch hunting showed a dark side of the
ordinary person’s view of how the world worked.

An enormous outburst of witch hunting
occurred in Europe in the mid-1500s and lasted for
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Learning from Pictures
Although peasants led
difficult lives, they
celebrated many holidays,
including wedding feasts.
This Brueghel painting shows

one such wedding feast.

more than 100 years. Religious leaders were ready
to attack witches, whom they regarded as rivals for
their own position as advisers in times of trouble.
Political authorities were eager to use law courts to
prosecute witches. But as witch hunting began to
lead to hysteria, religious and political authorities
made a deliberate effort to slow down the prosecu-
tion of witches. After 1700 only a handful of cases
came to trial, and very few of these trials resulted in
the execution of the accused person.

Forms of Recreation

For most people, daylight meant work and night
meant sleep. Because they had only crude farming
methods, people needed all their daylight hours for
raising food. Villagers limited evening activities be-
cause they were exhausted from working all day and
because they could not afford the candles needed
for light. Still, they did find time for relaxation.
Every village had a gathering place, such as the
village green, where people came together to drink,
sew, do simple chores, and tell stories. Some people
played games such as skitles (a form of bowling)
and dice. Occasionally traveling companies of
actors passed through a village and put on a simple
show. Holidays occurred frequently. The church
decreed some holidays. Others honored a local
saint or a local tradition. During the holidays, the




[image: image3.png]villagers sometimes dressed up and would often put
“on their own ceremonies.

A favorite ceremony poked fun at the familiar
sights and scenes of village life. In different parts
of Europe, this ceremony had different names—

“rough music,” “charivari,” “abbeys of misrule.”
The basic ceremony was always much the same.
‘The young men of the village formed a procession
and marched along, ridiculing the accepted cus-
toms or the foolish people of the village. For exam-

ple, two young men would impersonate a couple -

known to everyone because the wife beat the hus-
band. The impersonators would be pulled along in

‘a cart and, as they passed by, the other villagers .

would jeer and hoot at them. Thé same sort of
ridicule might be directed at an old man who had a
young wife.

Sometimes the marchers had  more serious

“targets; often they wanted to show how things -

~would look if the poor or the weak had power. They
would dress a fool like a bishop, or they would put
the pootest man on a throne. At this point,- the

jokes lost their: lightheartedness and symbolized

the resentment the villagers felt ‘about the ‘hatd
lives they led and about the pr1v1leges of those who
ruled them. LT

| Viofehce, and Protest in the Village

could turn angrily on neighbors or on cutsiders who

seemed to upset their traditions or their-sense of -

-praper behavior. At times of hardship or famine,
these neighbors or outsiders became the targets of
more.than jokes.

Sometimes - people would: bum an - official’s
‘house and beat or kill the official. The women of
the village often led these attacks. Since women
‘were responsible for feeding their families, they felt
strongly the impact of taxes or food shortages.
Women dealt firsthand with bakers and other sup-.
pliers of food. If the women suspected that a baker
hoarded bread or sent it elsewhere for higher profits,
they might ransack the baker’s shop.

- The authorities sometimes tried to break up
public gatherings because they feared the gather-
ings would result in violence. If the king sent troops
to. quiet a disturbance, the women would stand in
the front line, because people knew that soldiers
would be more reluctant to shoot at women than
at men.
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Printing and the Spread of Knowledge

In the 1500s the world beyond the village began to
affect village life. Printed works and, in some areas,
traveling preachers, inspired the changes.

" Few ordinary villagers could read. Often even
the village priest could not read. Nevertheless,
soon after the invention of printing, publishers
started selling popular works. Single printed sheets

~known as broadsides began to appear. A broadside

usually had a picture and some verses that made fun
of a favorite object of humor, such as monks. Books
and broadsides arrived in the village in the packs of
peddlers who brought goods from the outside
world. When the villagers gathered around a fire in
the evening, they enjoyed listening to someone
read the latest book or a new broadside.

While romances and epics of the classical age

appealed to the nobility, publishers quickly found

subjects that appealed to country folk and pro-
duced cheap books for this new market. The most
common books ‘were almanacs, the ancestors of

* The: Farmer’s Almanac of today. Arranged like a
-’calendar, an almanac made predictions about the

weather and the prospects for growing crops.

- +Almanacs -also contained traditional superstitious
-advice-about daily living, such as the warning that
“+if you:put on your left shoe before your right shoe
- in‘:the:'morning, you would have bad luck all
Villagers ‘lived * in - ¢lose-knit - communities. “They

week: :Almanacs became best-sellers because they

sreflected the beliefs about nature and life that made
-~up the ordinary petson’s view of the world.

Soonafter Luther’s break with the church, new
religious ideas. reached the villages. Sometimes
preachers came to visit. More often, different kinds
of books came out of the peddlers’ packs. Some of
Erasmus’s writings took the form of simple stories
that attacked the church. Perhaps people heard the
stories read in the evening at village get-togethers.
Certainly the messages of Luther and Calvin trav-

eled in this way, as did translations of the Bible.

As Protestants and Catholics battled for the
loyalties of ordinary people, leaders of both sides
encouraged the founding of primary schools in the
villages and towns. Both Protestant and Catholic
leaders believed that knowledge would lead a per-
son to support the faith; but the leaders did not-
hesitate to encourage their followers to use force
against their enemies, including religious oppo-
nents. It was better, many said, to kill a heretic
than to allow a soul that was damned to live. In the
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By the end of the 14005,
Germany had become the
center of printing in
Europe. More than 60
German towns had
printing presses.

long run, however, education assisted by the print-
ing press helped people to understand that those of
differing faiths could live together in peace and
worship as they chose.

Changes in Daily Life

In addition to religious and political changes,
economic changes resulted in a higher standard of
living. The measure of the quality of life of a people
or a country is called the standard of living. The
standard of living is not strictly limited to income
or economic output; it also includes working condi-
tions, home life, the environment, health, and
leisure.

Population and inflation. After the Black
Death of the 1300s cut Europe’s population by per-
haps one-third, to about 50 million, the peasants
prospered. Their goods and labor were in demand,
and they enjoyed a relatively high standard of
ivitig;

By 1550, when the wars of religion had begun
to ravage Europe, conditions changed. The popula-
tion had grown tremendously, surpassing its pre-
Black Death high of about 74 million in 1300 to
reach about 78 million by 1550.

With the growth of the population came
inflation, a rise in prices for goods. After 1550
wages could not keep up with the rise in prices,
especially of farm products.

Diet. By 1700 half the population ate cereals
rather than bread. White bread made from wheat
was a rarity, Meat was scarce and expensive, but
fish was not. Salt, needed to preserve fish and
meats, had long been an important item of trade in
Europe. Cheese and eggs, cheap sources of protein,
were an important part of the diet everywhere.
Western Europeans drank a lot of milk, but they
complained that merchants sold watered-down
milk. Butter, limited to northern Europe, was not
widely used until the 1700s.

The spices that had earlier come to Europe
from the East had been largely luxury items. By the
1500s the spice trade increased; Luther said Ger-
many had more spices than grain. However, the
spice trade declined by the late 1600s as traders
introduced Europeans not only to new vegetables—
asparagus, spinach, lettuce, green beans, toma-
toes, and melons—but also to the new luxuries of
coffee, tea, and chocolate.

Not everyone enjoyed the new and varied diets.
Wealthy people in the cities could live better than
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one of the few diversions for the common people.

most of the peasants and the urban poor, who ate
largely the same simple meals they had eaten for
centuries.

The table settings and customs that we know
today were not common in the 1300s and 1400s.
People ate mostly with their fingers, picking what
they wanted from one large dish which everyone
shared. In some areas people ate from wooden
plates. Guests brought their own knives; individual
forks and spoons did not come into use until the
1500s. People drank beverages from a common cup
passed around the table.

Housing. The growing cities of Europe began
to use brick and stone in construction after the
1500s. In the countryside, however, peasants con-
tinued to live in thatched-roof cottages as they had
in the Middle Ages.
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This Brueghel painting captures a moment from a country dance—

Most rural houses were small. Because glass was
expensive and sometimes not available even for the
wealthy, most houses had shutters rather than glass
windows.

Most peasants endured harsh living conditions.
Their houses reflected the overwhelming poverty of
rural life and contained few possessions—a large
cooking pot, a table, a bench, and a few tools.
Those who were fortunate had a bed; others slept
on sacks filled with straw. Enmeshed in poverty,
with little hope of escaping their fate, many peas-
ants sought refuge in the cities.

The Decline of Traditional Culture

The migration from countryside to city further
altered traditional popular culture. In the city,




[image: image6.png]food came from a shop rather than from the fields.
Local governments often helped out when disaster
loomed. If famine struck, local government author-
ities distributed bread. If plagues broke out, the
government set up hospitals and quarantines.

Gradually, more sophisticated attitudes began
to take hold among the residents of towns and cit-
ies. In particular, people’s understanding of how
things happened in the world began to change.
Demons and spirits no longer dominated views of
daily life. People sought rational explanations for
day-to-day events, and there now seemed less need
for magic and “wise” folk. This development has
been called the “disenchantment” of the world—
the removal of “enchantment,” or magic, from
nature. One of the most important influences on
the growth of this new attitude was the creation of
modern science.

SECTION 4 R

The Scientific Revolution
Swept Europe

Unlikely though it may seem, belief in magic
helped create the revolution in thinking that led to
modern science. In the 1500s it was not only ordi-
nary people who thought hidden forces controlled
the world; the early scientists also hoped to dis-
cover what they called the secrets of nature.
Alchemists were early scientists who used spells and
magic formulas to try to change one substance into
another—for example, lead into gold. Astrologers
believed that the position of the stars in the sky
affected human life.

What made the early scientists more than just
alchemists or astrologers was that they had very
general interests. They wanted to find out why
stones fall, why the stars seem to move, or what

function the heart serves. They attempted to
uncover the invisible structure of the universe by
performing experiments and using mathematics—
two methods that proved more effective than
chants or spells.

The success of these early investigators in solv-
ing anhcient problems in astronomy, physics, and
anatomy created a new way of thinking that no-
longer relied on magic. This new way of pursuing
knowledge is today called science. Before the 1600s
the word science meant “knowledge.” After the
1600s the meaning of the word evolved into the
narrower, specialized meaning it has today.

Experiments and Mathematics

The Europeans’ ideas about the universe had come
to them from the ancient Greeks and Romans. Peo-
ple considered Aristotle and Galen to be absolute
authorities who knew the truth. However, as the
humanists unearthed more classical manuscripts,
they found that even the respected writers of the
ancient period did not all agree with each other. As
people began to examine the world around them—
for example, the movement of stars in the sky—
they made observations that did not correspond to
ancient beliefs. o

As a result, people in the 1500s began to ques-
tion traditional opinions. They began to observe
and experiment for themselves. Most importantly,
they described nature without any reference to pre-
vious beliefs. The foundation of this approach was
the principle of doubt; nothing was to be believed
unless it could be proved by experiment or mathe-
matics. This approach became the new way of
studying the world. The transformation in thinking
that occurred during the 1500s and 1600s as a
result of this new system of investigation is known
as the Scientific Revolution.

The new approach relied heavily on the scien-
tists’ ability to conduct scientific experiments. Sci-
entists did not have great research laboratories like
those of today, where they could test and measure
their experiments in a controlled environment.
However, they did have newly invented instru-
ments, such as the barometer, the microscope, and
the thermometer, which improved their ability to
observe and measure. At the same time, improved
mathematical calculations became essential to
investigations of nature. The method of inquiry
that includes carefully conducted experiments and
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