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WESTERN CIVILIZATION

The French Revolution: Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite

On July 4, 1789, a mob of angry Parisians stormed the Bastille and seized the King’s military stores.  A decade of idealism, war, murder, and carnage followed, bringing about the end of feudalism and the rise of equality and a new world order.  (History Channel)

Answer the following questions while viewing the documentary of the French Revolution.  
Background
Explain the 3 Causes for the Revolution

A. Inequalities in Society -  
B. Enlightened Ideas – 
C. Financial Crisis – 
Video
1.  Why was the seat of government moved from Paris to Versailles?
2. How old was Louis and Marie Antoinette when they got married?

3.  Describe life under the rule of King Louis XV? 
4.  Why did Louis XVI help America in their revolution?  What were the results?

5.  Explain Marie Antoinette’s nickname “Madame Deficit”?

6.  Who did Louis XVI tax to help the economy of France?

7.  Why did riots occur in France?

8. What was the Estates General?

9. Who was part of each of the following social groups?  Which was the largest?

a. First Estate –

b. Second Estate – 
c. Third Estate – 
10. Who did Maximillien Robespierre represent?  What did he want?

11. What was the Tennis Court Oath?

12. What was the National Assembly?

13. Why did the people of Paris storm the Bastille?

14. What was the Declaration of the Rights of Man?

15. Why did the people of Paris march to Versailles?

16. Describe the guillotine (a.k.a. “The National Razor”)?

17. Who were the sans-culottes?

18. Describe the September massacre (Great Fear).

19. Why do you think that King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette were executed?

20. What influence did Jean Paul Marat have on the French Revolution?

21. Why did Charlotte Corday kill Marat?  What was her punishment?

22. What was happening to the nation of France as a country during the French Revolution?

23. Describe the Reign of “Terror”. Who was the leader?

24. What was the basis for Robespierre’s loss of power?

25. In your opinion, was the French Revolution a just uprising by the people or a chaotic massacre?  Explain.

