Name ______________________________________   Hour _________     Date _______________

WESTERN CIVILIZATION

Rank the Rulers (1500-1800)
The end of feudalism led to the rise of powerful monarchs in 16th century Europe.

Many rulers emerged with significant power over their nations.  As a result, many

of the decisions of these absolute monarchs greatly affected their nation’s history.  This gives us the opportunity to compare their accomplishments and failures.  (Use Chapter 18 – Monarchies of Europe)
Instructions
#1 Research:  Evaluate the reign of each ruler.  Consider each ruler’s doings and decide if they had positive or negative effects on the nation.   Fill in the chart accordingly with notes and details.    

#2 Timeline:  Create a well organized, easy to understand timeline for each of the following nations.  On the timeline, color and label the reign of each ruler mentioned in Step #1 Research.  Then, label the events from the list below, include dates.  

#3 Analysis:  In the chart, compare and contrast each ruler.  Fill in a plus (+), if you see the ruler in each row as better than the ruler he/she is being compared.  Fill in a minus (-), if you see the ruler in each row as worse than the ruler he/she is being compared.  Fill in a equal (=), if you see the ruler in each row about equal to the ruler he/she is being compared.   You should consider strength of the nation in Europe during their reign, stability of the empire, likeability of the ruler, and personal attributes.   Tally the results to determine the top rulers and the poor rulers.   Use this information to complete the evaluation.

#4 Evaluation:  Rank the rulers from 1-16 (with #1 being greatest) in the ranking chart.   You should consider strength of the nation in Europe during their reign, stability of the empire, likeability of the ruler, and personal attributes.   

#5 Reflection:  Answer the reflection questions in a paragraph each to explain the reasoning for your rankings.  
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#1 Research
Evaluate the reign of each ruler.  Consider each ruler’s doings and decide if they had positive or negative effects on the nation.   Fill in the chart accordingly with notes and details.    
	European Ruler
	Positives
	Negatives 

	1. Charles V, Spain
(1516-1556)

	
	

	2. Phillip II, Spain
(1556-1598)

	
	

	3. Henry IV, France
(1593-1610)

	
	

	4. Louis XIII & Cardinal Richelieu, France
(1610-1642)

	
	

	5. Louis XIV,
France

(1643-1715)

	
	

	6. Elizabeth I, England
(1558-1603)

	
	

	7. Charles I, England
(1625-1646)


	
	

	8. Charles II, England

(1660-1685)


	
	

	9. Czar Ivan IV,

Russia

(1546-1584)

	
	

	10. Peter I, 

Russia

(1682-1725)

	
	

	11. Catherine II, 

Russia

(1761-1796)

	
	

	12. Maria Theresa, Austria

(1740-1780)


	
	

	13. Frederick II,  

Prussia
(1740-1786)


	
	


#2 Timeline

Create a well organized, easy to understand timeline for each of the following nations.  
1. Color and label the reign of each ruler mentioned in Step #1 Research.  
2. Label the events from the list below, include dates.  
Spain
Charles V became Holy Roman Emperor

Martin Luther declared an outlaw

Peace of Augsburg

Spanish Armada defeated

France
St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

Edict of Nantes

Thirty Years’ War

Versailles - 1682
War of the Spanish Succession

English
Spanish Armada

Petition of Right

English Civil War

Public Execution of Charles I

Restoration Began
Habeas Corpus Act

Russia
Seizure of noble land

Death of Ivan IV’s son

End of the Time of Troubles

Journey to Western Europe

Creation of St. Petersburg

Russia’s War with Poland

Central Europe
Pragmatic Sanction

War of Austrian Succession

Seven Years’ War

Spain


1500



      1600



      1700



 1800
France

1500



      1600



      1700



 1800

England


1500



      1600



      1700



 1800

Russia


1500



      1600



      1700



 1800

Central Europe

1500



      1600



      1700



 1800

#3 Analysis
In the chart, compare and contrast each ruler.  Fill in a plus (+), if you see the ruler in each row as better than the ruler he/she is being compared.  Fill in a minus (-), if you see the ruler in each row as worse than the ruler he/she is being compared.  Fill in a equal (=), if you see the ruler in each row about equal to the ruler he/she is being compared.   Tally the results to determine the top rulers and the poor rulers.   Use this information to complete the evaluation.
	European Ruler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total

+
	Total

-
	Total

=

	 1.  Charles V
	X
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	 2.  Philip II
	1
	X
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	 3.  Henry IV
	1
	2
	X
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	 4. Louis XIII 
	1
	2
	3
	X
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	 5. Louis XIV
	1
	2
	3
	4
	X
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	 6. Elizabeth I
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	X
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	 7. Charles I
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	X
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	 8. Charles II
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	X
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	9. Ivan IV
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	X
	7
	8
	X
	10
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	10. Peter I 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	X
	11
	12
	13
	
	
	

	11. Catherine I
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	X
	12
	13
	
	
	

	12. Maria Theresa
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	X
	13
	
	
	

	13. Frederick II 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	X
	
	
	


#4 Evaluation
Rank the rulers from 1-16 (with #1 being greatest) in the ranking chart.  List the country of each ruler and provide a brief description of the ruler.  Be sure to consider the strength of their nation during their reign, the stability of the empire, the likeability of the ruler, and each ruler’s personal attributes.   
	Rank
	European Ruler
	Ruler’s Country
	Brief Description of the Ruler

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	


#5 Reflection
Answer the reflection questions in a paragraph each to explain the reasoning for your rankings.

1. Why do you consider your #1 ranked ruler the best ruler?

2. Why do you consider your #16 ranked ruler the worst ruler?

3. What positive traits do your top ranked rulers (#1-4) have in common?  What makes them good rulers?

4. What negative traits do your bottom ranked rulers (#13-16) have in common?  What makes them bad rulers?







