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Steven Spielberg’s

Schindler’s List

A Viewing Guide for the Academy Award-Winning Film
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Oskar Schindler with Jewish Holocaust survivors
Name: _______________________________________________
Hour: _______________
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Introduction and Requirements
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Oskar Schindler was a drinker, womanizer, gambler, 






profiteer, and Nazi.  Yet, he was also a hero in the






Holocaust.  He saved more than 1,200 Jews during the 

war.
These survivors have more than 6,000 descendants who are alive today because of  him. His story is a remarkable one.

Steven Spielberg, one of the most accomplished film

directors of our time, told Oskar Schindler’s story in the 1993 film Schindler’s List.  It won seven Academy Awards, including “Best Picture.” Since its release, is has been promoted as an exceptional educational tool.

We will view this film in class and use it as the main
resource in our study of the Holocaust.  The following is an overview of the contents of this packet and the assignments that correspond to Schindler’s List.
Overview of this Packet:

· There are five sections that match up with a particular day (or portion of the film). Each section includes a space to write about the day’s events and some questions to be answered. These sections should be completed as homework. The previous day’s section will be checked at the beginning of each period.
This film has had such a profound impact on its viewers that some states have even considered making it a mandatory school requirement.
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My 1st Entry
Identify and explain a striking image, idea, or quote that was significant to you from today’s portion of the film.

What is your impression of Oskar Schindler at this point in the film? Include details about his personality and what seems to be important to him.

As the Jews were being forced into the ghetto, they could take only what they could carry. In some cases, they were given as little as 15 minutes to gather their belongings. If given the same time constraints, what would you bring with you? Make a list of 15 items that you would take with you. Be specific and remember that they must fit in two suitcases!
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My 2nd Entry
Identify and explain a striking image, idea, or quote that was significant to you from today’s portion of the film.

Schindler stated, “[this] makes all the difference in the world between success and failure…war” in reference to his business triumphs. What did he mean by this? Why was World War II so important to Schindler’s business? Could he have been successful without the war?

This is a modern movie. So, why do you think it was filmed in black and white? Why did Spielberg choose to add color to the little girl with the red coat during the ghetto evacuation scene?
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My 3rd Entry
Identify and explain a striking image, idea, or quote that was significant to you from today’s portion of the film.

What is your impression of Nazi Commandant Amon Goeth?
The film is edited very well, particularly in the parallel scenes of Schindler’s birthday party and Goeth’s confrontation of his Jewish maid. Schindler kisses a Jewish woman at the party while Goeth refuses to kiss Helen. What does this tell you about each man’s feelings towards Jews?
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My 4th Entry
Identify and explain a striking image, idea, or quote that was significant to you from today’s portion of the film.

Amon Goeth is informed that a new shipment of Hungarians is going to arrive at the camp and that he needs to reduce the camp’s population through a selection process. What do the Jews do to make themselves appear healthy? How are they treated during this process? Explain in detail!

The little girl in the red coat appears again in the film. Where does she appear and what has happened to her?
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My 5th Entry
Identify and explain a striking image, idea, or quote that was significant to you from today’s portion of the film.

Oskar Schindler changed dramatically from the beginning to the end of the film. Describe these changes using examples from the film. What may have caused these changes? Was he a good or a bad man?  

“Whoever saves one life saves the world entire.” This is a quote from the Talmud, a Jewish holy book.  How does this apply to Schindler’s List.  Explain.  
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