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INTRODUCTION

They were ordinary people like you and me.  They were fathers and mothers, sons and daughters, brothers and sisters.  Living in America, a fairly new country, all trying to carve out lives for themselves. The Civil War was more than a series of battles and casualties.  It was, and still remains, the greatest threat to this unique democracy.  America was founded on the principles that all men are created equal and free and the rights to equality and freedom are given to all not by other men; but by the Almighty. Yet, many Americans were denied these rights.  Thousands of men, women and children were treated as property.  The issue of slavery had divided this country from the time of the writing of our Constitution, but now, this issue threatened to end a fledgling country.   We begin our study of the Civil War with a look at the thousands of people that were affected by this tragedy.  We will for the duration of this project place ourselves in the shoes of the people who lived the reality of this war.  At least 600,000 Americans would lose their lives fighting for constitutional principles, sectional differences, economic self-interest and moral righteousness. The Civil War was a defining moment in this nation’s short history.  The tales of every day people make it so fascinating; and their tales reach across time to touch our lives today.  

TASK
Your task is to wear the boots of an American citizen between 1861 and 1865.  We can find their stories in textbooks, encyclopedias, diaries, documentaries, and on the Internet.  You will become that person for a living history museum.  We will present our museum to the lower grade students.

Roles

· African American Slave
· African American Freeman

· Conductor on the Underground Railroad

· Army Doctor

· Army Nurse

· Abraham Lincoln

· Jefferson Davis

· Confederate General

· Confederate Infantry Soldier

· Confederate Naval Soldier

· Confederate Blockade Runner

· Prisoner of War

· Union General 
· Union Infantry Soldier

· Union Naval Officer

· War correspondent/photographer

· Woman on Home front

· Drummer Boy

· Woman on the Front lines

PROCESS
1. Roles will be assigned in class.  
2. After the assignment of your role, research for the following information:

· What is your name and family background
· How old are you?  What is your educational background?

· What state are you from?  Are you from the North or the South?  Do you live in a city or are you from a rural area?

· What is your occupation?  What are your duties at home?

· What is your contribution to the War?  

· What are some of the reasons that you support the war effort for your side?

· Find photographs depicting the lifestyles of this period:  clothing, weapons, housing.

3. Write a 7 day journal of your life and how it is affected by this war.  Write it as diary entries.  Tell about the struggles you face and how you feel about what you are doing.  Add illustrations to depict your innermost feelings.  Each journal entry should be the side of one page of loose leaf.  

4. Prepare three questions to be sent to the lower grades.  These questions should lead the younger students to a better understanding of your person and the challenges he faced.  Write the questions on index cards that I will provide for you.

5. Prepare a two minute presentation about yourself in the role that you have chosen.  A costume is a must.  A video of our presentation will be made.  So practice your presentation since no note cards may be used.  

RESOURCES

I have viewed these internet sites and they can be helpful to you.  Don’t stop with the Internet, however, do some of your research using encyclopedias, text books, books, and novels.  

Civil War                               
 

http://www.civilwar.com/
The Civil War Homepage          

http://sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war/
Selected Civil War Photos

 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html
The History Place
http://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/
The Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System

http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/
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EVALUATION

	Finished

 Product
	15
	25
	34

	Journal
	· Incomplete fewer than 7 days
· Evidence of plagiarism 

· Less than three resources used. Incomplete citation.
	· 7 days of diary entries
· No signs of plagiarism- all in your own words.

· 3 resources used but factual information indicates minimal research.
	· 7 days of diary entries
· No signs of plagiarism- all in your own words.

· 3+ resources used with evidence of comprehensive research about your material

	Presentation
	· Less than 2 minutes
· Very little information on your character

· No effort in creating a costume/props
	· 2 minutes long
· Character information is adequate.

· Adequate effort in creating costumes and props
	· 2 minutes long
· Character information is clear and complete

· Creative use of costumes and props

	Questions
	· Questions are not appropriate for younger students and did focus on critical Civil War information
	· Questions are appropriate for younger students; but focused on trivial information
	· Questions are appropriate for younger students and directed the students to learn important information about the Civil War

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Credits:  This webquest was prepared by Angela Romano with  information found at a webquest written by Janet Scott and Lisa Englehart.

