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2010-2011 LATIN CLASSROOM POLICIES
WHAT IS LATIN CLASS ABOUT?

1. The Language of the Ancient Romans, Latin
· Learning to read Latin, not necessarily to speak it. Latin is no longer a spoken language, but you will be expected to read it aloud with proper pronunciation.

· Learning to comprehend  Latin sentences, stories, speeches, plays, and poems, using the grammar of Latin as a guide to meaning.

· Learning Latin vocabulary and how it has affected the English language through derivatives (English words that come from Latin).

2. The History and Culture of the Ancient Romans

· Learning Roman history so that you can understand the stories, speeches, plays and poems you read in their context.
· Learning Roman culture, including: architecture, art, mythology, religion, customs, and more, so that you can imagine what it was like to be Roman and understand the ways in which Roman culture continues to influence the Western world.
General EXPECTATIONS:
You have chosen to take Latin, and thus you will be expected to make a positive effort, try to enjoy it, and seek help quickly if you are confused or falling behind. I am available almost every day after school unless I have a meeting. My email is awhite@ellingtonschools.net, and I also have a SchoolNotes page that you will be expected to check on a regular basis. You can get to it from the EHS home page http://www.ellingtonpublicschools.org/HighSchool/home.htm then going to “Faculty Pages” and finding my name. 

Daily Classroom EXPECTATIONS:
1. Respect is crucial in this classroom.

· All people will be respectful of the classroom and all people in it.
2. Behavior and participation impact class time and the education of others.

· Everyone will act in a responsible and mature manner. 

· Intelligent responses, educated guesses and appropriate questions are key factors in positive class participation.

· No person will do anything to hinder the learning of others.

· Everyone will be attentive and focused on the lesson at hand.
3. Proper preparation prevents poor performance.

· You earn your grade in this class; it is not “given” to you.

· Everyone will be on time, prepared to begin class when the bell rings.

· Everyone will have with them the necessary materials and all assignments due.

REQUIRED AND NECESSARY MATERIALS: Bring your own materials to class each day. You may not leave them in the room, and there will not be any available for your use. 
· Covered textbook.

· Folder or binder to keep handouts, tests, quizzes, and other loose papers.
· Notebook or section of binder with paper on which to take organized notes. 
· Writing implements.
GRADING POLICY:

Your quarter grade will be calculated on a point scale (the number of points you earn divided by the number of possible points). The grade will consist of but not necessarily be limited to the following assessments:

· Daily expectations (above) including class participation, preparation and conduct,

· Homework (accepted until 2:30 pm on date due only),

· Quizzes and Tests,

· Readings/Translations,

· Long-Term Assignments (writing assignments, projects, etc.).
Please refer to your Student Handbook (located online) for other important policies that will be strictly followed in this classroom, in particular those regarding grades, absence/tardiness/make-up work, academic integrity, dress code and use of personal electronics (which will NOT be tolerated in this classroom or elsewhere in the building). I look forward to sharing an excellent and enjoyable learning experience and hope you do as well.
