Impressionist painter Vincent van Gogh, is admired by millions today, BUT only sold one painting during his lifetime.
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Artist Edgar Degas was so fascinated with ballet dancers that he became obsessed with representing them in his art? It is estimated Degas made approximately 1500 paintings, pastels, prints and drawings of dancers. [image: image2.jpg]
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In 1962 Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa was valued at $100 million? Who knows what it would be worth today!
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The first pigments used in painting were ground from earth, minerals and organic matter? Pigment is finely-ground colored powder which, when suspended in a medium such as oil, egg or water, forms paint. Yes EGG!!!
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Chuck Close uses tilted easels to reach all edges of his large canvases from his wheelchair.

[image: image4.png]



[image: image12.jpg]



Art has surpassed the stock market in appreciation over the past twenty years. 
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Leonardo da Vinci spent 12 years painting the Mona Lisa's lips.
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On 3rd December 1961 Henri Matisse's painting Le Bateau was put the right way up after hanging upside-down for 46 days without anyone noticing at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, America.

Roman statues were made with detachable heads, so that one head could be removed and replaced by another. [image: image5.jpg]
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When Auguste Rodin exhibited his first important work, The Bronze Period, in 1878 it was so realistic that people thought he had sacrificed a live model inside the cast. 
The first pencil was invented in England in 1565.
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 Picasso had a really, really long name. It was Pablo Diego Josè Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno Marià de los Remedios Cipriano de la Santisima Trinidad Ruiz Picasso. Whew! When he was a baby he was called "Pablito." Later he shortened his name to "Pablo Picasso," then just "Picasso."

Henri Matisse would play the violin for two hours to warm up his fingers before painting or making a collage.
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 Paul Gauguin helped build the Panama Canal. 

Alexander Calder made wooden toys before inventing the mobile and becoming a famous sculptor.
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Albert Bierstadt's (1850-1902) landscape paintings helped the American people to realize the importance of protecting the wilderness and inspired the American Congress to create the National Park System.
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The Balinese have no word in their languge for art or artist. 
