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Course Description:

Middle grades reading classes are designed to develop and enhance five main areas developmentally appropriate and necessary to adolescent readers: word study, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension and organizational skills. Readings will include informational and literary texts. The focus is on promoting word-appreciation and a genuine love of reading while sharpening the critical skills students will need to reach both short-term and long-term academic goals.

Primary Texts:

Macmillan/McGraw–Hill series, class sets of novels and short stories, FCAT practice books and independently chosen selections.

Materials:

· Composition book for journal

· Duo-tang folder for fluency charts and reading logs

· Three ring binder section for notes and handouts

Course Requirements:

Read both in and outside of class.

Create artifacts and records of reading experiences including reading journals, reading logs, A/R quizzes and projects.


Work independently and cooperatively.


Use a variety of research materials.


Utilize technology for skills practice, research and communication.


Set learning goals and maintain records of progress.


Focus on achieving the following goals:

· Reading actively and learning to use and select appropriate reading strategies and organizational tools for a given text.

· Determining main idea, relevant facts and details.

· Identifying genre, text structure and author’s purpose.

· Summarizing and taking notes effectively.

· Promote daily reading and writing experiences.

· Determining meanings of words by analyzing structure and etymology.

· Recognizing and appreciating literary elements and techniques.

· 30 A/R points per quarter

Homework:

Homework will usually consist of reading, journal writing and word study. Each student must write his/her assignments in the student planner. Homework is due when the class begins. Penalties for late work (homework and projects) are twenty percent for tardiness of one class period and fifty percent after that. Students have one block per every block of absence to make up missed class assignments and homework.

Grading:

Grades are recorded in percentages and weighted in the following manner: Class Work 50%, Homework 20%, Tests and Projects 30%, A/R points are counted as two project grades per quarter
Themes/Units/Novels

Some of the major units of study in reading class this year will be:
· Mythology from ancient Greece and other world cultures

· Unit themes: Macmillan/McGraw-Hill series
· Bridge to Teribithia by Katherine Paterson

· Poetry

·  Stranded by Ben Mikaelson

· The City of Ember by Jeanne Du Prau
