1974: Choose a work of literature written before 1900. Write an essay in which you present arguments for and against the work's relevance for a person in 1974. Your own position should emerge in the course of your essay. You may refer to works of literature written after 1900 for the purpose of contrast or comparison.

1975: Although literary critics have tended to praise the unique in literary characterization, many authors have employed the stereotyped character successfully.
Select one work of acknowledged literary merit and, in a well-written essay, show how the conventional or stereotyped character or characters function to achieve the author's purpose.

You may choose your example from the list of authors provided below, but you may use any work of comparable literary excellence.:..........Edward Albee..........Jane Austen..........Samuel Beckett..........E. M. Forster..........Joseph Heller Henrik Ibsen ..........George Bernard Shaw ..........John Steinbeck..........William Thackeray

1975, #2 Unlike the novelist, the writer of a play does not use his own voice and only rarely uses a narrator's voice to guide the audience's responses to character and action.
Select a play you have read and write an essay in which you explain the techniques the playwright uses to guide his audience's responses to the central characters and the action.
You might consider the effect on the audience of things like setting, the use of comparable and contrasting characters, and the characters' responses to each other. Support your argument with specific references to the play. Do not give a plot summary.


1976: The conflict created when the will of an individual opposes the will of the majority is the recurring theme of many novels, plays, and essays.
Select the work of an essayist who is in opposition to his or her society; or, from a work of recognized literary merit, select a fictional character who is in opposition to his or her society.
In a critical essay, analyze the conflict and discuss the moral and ethical implications for both the individual and the society. Do not summarize the plot or action of the work you choose.

The works below are listed as examples. Choose one from among them or select another appropriate work...........Jude the Obscure..........The Federalist..........Moll Flanders..........Heart of Darkness.........."An Enemy of the People".......... Absolom, Absolom! ..........Moby-Dick.......... The Crisis.......... Crime and Punishment..........Armies of the Night.........."Murder in the Cathedral" .......... Civil Disobedience ......... . Letters From and American Farmer.......... Invisible Man .......... A Room of One's Own.......... A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 

1977: A character's attempt to recapture the past is important in many plays, novels, and poems.
Choose a literary work in which a character views the past with such feelings as reverence, bitterness, or longing. Show with clear evidence from the work how the character's view of the past is used to develop a theme in the work.

You may base your essay on a work by one of the following authors, or you may choose a work of another author of comparable literary excellence:...........Alfred, Lord Tennyson James Baldwin..........Anton Chekov ..........Charles Dickens .......... T. S. Eliot ..........William Faulkner ..........Nathaniel Hawthorne .......... Henrik Ibsen..........James Joyce .......... George Orwell ......... .Harold Pinter ..........Sylvia Plath .......... Dylan Thomas .......... Tennessee Williams .......... Virginia Woolf .......... William Wordsworth ..........William Butler Yeats..........Miguel de Cervantes .......... Robert Frost .......... John Keats .......... Sophocles

1977, #2: In some novels and plays certain parallel or recurring events prove to be significant. In an essay, describe the major similarities and differences in a sequence of parallel or recurring events in a novel or play and discuss the significance of such events. Do not merely summarize the plot.
The works below are listed as examples. You may wish to choose from among them or provide your own appropriate examples:.........."King Lear"..........Sons and Lovers..........Moll Flanders..........A Passage to India.........."The Cherry Orchard.........."Wuthering Heights ..........Invisible Man..........Moby-Dick.........."Waiting for Godot"..........To the Lighthouse..........Lord Jim..........The Scarlet Letter..........A Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man.........."Oedipus Rex" 

1978: Choose an implausible or strikingly unrealistic incident or character in a work of fiction or drama of recognized literary merit. Write an essay that explains how the incident or character is related to the more realistic or plausible elements in the rest of the work. Avoid plot summary.
The works below are listed as examples. You may wish to choose from among them or provide your own appropriate examples :.......... "King Lear" .......... A Passage to India .......... Invisible Man ......... .Moby-Dick .......... Lord Jim The Scarlet Letter .......... Wuthering Heights 
"The Homecoming" .......... Jane Eyre .......... The Metamorphosis.........."The Tempest" .......... As I Lay Dying .......... "The Wild Duck" .......... David Copperfield

1979: Choose a complex and important character in a novel or play of recognized literary merit who might - on the basis of the character's actions alone - be considered evil or immoral. In a well-organized essay, explain both how and why the full presentation of the character in the work makes us react more sympathetically than we otherwise might. Avoid plot summary.
The works below are listed as examples. You may wish to choose from among them or provide your own appropriate examples :.......... Great Expectations .......... Wuthering Heights .........."Othello" .........."Richard III".......... "Hedda Gabler" .......... "Doctor Faustus ".......... The Stranger .......... "Major Barbara" .......... Jane Eyre.......... Brighton Rock..........Crime and Punishment .......... Moby-Dick .......... Light in August .......... Native Son.......... "Antigone" .......... Billy Budd



1980: A recurring theme in literature is "the classic war between a passion and responsibility." For instance, a personal wrong, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to address a wrong, or some other emotion or drive may conflict with moral duty.
Choose a literary work in which a character confronts the demands of private passion that conflicts with his or her responsibilities. In a well-written essay show clearly the nature of the conflict, its effects upon the character, and its significance to the work.
You may select a character from one of the following works or from another work of comparable quality: .......... The Iliad .......... Jude the Obscure .......... Ethan Frome.........."Candide".........."Murder in the Cathedral" .......... "Antigone.......... "An Enemy of the People" ......... .Great Expectations.......... Anna Karenina .......... Madame Bovary .......... "Antony and Cleopatra" .......... Jane Eyre ..........C rime and Punishment .......... Moby-Dick.........."Henry IV, Parts 1 & 2" .......... The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn .......... A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 

1982: In great literature, no scene of violence exists for its own sake. Choose a work of literary merit that confronts the reader or audience with a scene or scenes of violence. In a well-organized essay, explain how the scene or scenes contribute to the meaning of the complete work. Avoid plot summary.
The following titles are listed as suggestions. You may base your essay on one of them or choose another work of equivalent literary merit on which to write :.......... Light in August.........."King Lear" .......... An American Tragedy .......... Lord Jim ......... Invisible Man ..........Billy Budd ..........Wuthering Heights .......... Crime and Punishment .......... Wise Blood..........A Separate Peace ..........A Tale of Two Cities .......... Native Son ..........The Great Gatsby .......... Catch-22 .......... "Julius Caesar" .........."Medea" ......... .Tess of the D'Urbervilles ..........The Stranger .......... "The Zoo Story" ..........The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

1982 Bulletin #1: "The struggle to achieve dominance over others frequently appears in fiction." Choose a novel in which such a struggle for dominance occurs, and write an essay showing for what purposes the author uses the struggle.
Do not merely retell the story. Your selection may be a novel by one of the authors listed below or a novel by an author of comparable excellence: ........... Jane Austen .......... Charlotte Bronte Emily Bronte .......... Joseph Conrad .......... Charles Dickens ..........George Eliot ..........William Faulkner.......... Henry Fielding..........F. Scott Fitzgerald .......... Thomas Hardy .......... Nathaniel Hawthorne ......... Henry James .......... D. H. Lawrence ......... .Herman Melville .......... William Thackeray

1982 Bulletin #2: "In many plays a character has a misconception of himself or his world. Destroying or perpetuating this illusion contributes to a central theme of the play."
Choose a play with a major character to whom this statement applies, and write an essay in which you consider the following:
(1) What the character's illusion is and how it differs from reality as presented in the play.

(2) How the destruction or perpetuation of the illusion develops a theme of the play.
Do not merely retell the story. Your selection may be a play by one of the authors listed below or a play by an author of comparable excellence: ........... William Shakespeare .......... Oliver Goldsmith .......... Arthur Miller .......... John Osborn
.......... George Bernard Shaw .......... Tennessee Williams .......... Samuel Beckett .......... Edward Albee .......... Christopher Marlowe.......... Eugene O'Neill .......... Harold Pinter .......... Ben Johnson .......... Richard Brinsley Sheridan .......... William Congreve

1983: From a novel or play of literary merit, select an important character who is a villain. Then, in a well-organized essay,, analyze the nature of the character's villainy and show how it enhances meaning in the work. 
Do not merely summarize the plot. You may choose a work from the list below, or you may choose another work of comparable quality. Do not base your essay on a work you know from having seen a television or movie production of it ........... Billy Budd .......... Light in August .......... David Copperfield ......... .Pride and Prejudice..........The Great Gatsby .......... Invisible Man .......... "The Crucible" .......... Victory .......... Wuthering Heights .......... The Scarlet Letter .......... "Volpone" .......... "A Doll's House" .......... "Macbeth"

1983 Bulletin: The meaning of some literary works is often enhanced by sustained allusion to myths, the Bible, or other works of literature. Select a literary work that makes use of such a sustained reference. Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain the allusion that predominates in the work and analyze how it enhances the work's meaning.
You may choose a work from the list below, or you may choose another work of comparable quality. Do not base your essay on a work you know from having seen a television or movie production of it ........... The Grapes of Wrath .......... "Desire Under the Elms" Billy Budd .......... Song of Solomon, Toni Morrison .......... "Man and Superman" .......... "The Wasteland"
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man .......... The Centaur .......... The Fall, Camus ......... ."Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead" .......... Light in August .......... "J. B." .......... "The Rape of the Lock" 

1984: Select a line or so of poetry, or a moment or scene in a novel, epic poem, or play that you find especially memorable. Write an essay in which you identify the line or the passage, explain its relationship to the work in which it is found, and analyze the reasons for its effectiveness.
Do not base your essay on a work you know from having seen a television or movie production of it. Select a work of recognized literary merit.


1985: A critic has said that one important measure of a superior work of literature is its ability to produce in the reader a healthy confusion of pleasure and disquietude. 
Select a literary work that produces this "healthy confusion" Write an essay in which you explain the sources of the "pleasure and disquietude" experienced by the readers of the work. 
You may choose a work from the list below, or you may choose another work of comparable quality. Do not base your essay on a work you know from having seen a television or movie production of it. .......... Billy Budd .......... "Oedipus Rex" .......... The Grapes of Wrath .......... Native Son .......... The Sun Also Rises ......... ."The Little Foxes" .......... "Twelfth Night" ..........Jude the Obscure .......... "Paradise Lost"..........Catch-22..........Light in August .......... "Othello".......... "Mother Courage" .........."Ethan Frome.......... "My Last Duchess" .......... All My Sons......... .Invisible Man ..........Madame Bovar y.......... "Waiting for Godot" .........."The Caretaker" .......... Lord of the Flies.......... "The Merchant of Venice" .......... Cry, The Beloved Country .......... The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn ......... ."The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock"

1986: Some works of literature use the element of time in a distinct way. The chronological sequence of events may be altered, or time may be suspended or accelerated.Choose a novel, an epic, or a play of recognized literary merit and show how the author's manipulation of time contributes to the effectiveness of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot.
You may choose a work from the list below, or you may choose another work of comparable quality. Do not base your essay on a work you know from having seen a television or movie production of it. .......... Beckett, Waiting for Godot ......... .Miller, "Death of a Salesman" ......... .Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights .......... Milton, "Paradise Lost" .......... Camus, The Stranger .......... Richardson, Pamela .......... Conrad, Lord Jim .......... Sartre, "No Exit .......... Defoe, Moll Flanders .......... Shakespeare, "The Winter's Tale"..........Ellison, Invisible Man ..........Sterne, Tristam Shandy .......... Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury ..........Tolstoi, The Death of Ivan Ilyich ......... .Homer, "The Odyssey" ..........Voltaire, "Candide" ..........Wilder, "Our Town" .......... Woolf, To the Lighthouse .......... Marlowe, "Doctor Faustus" .......... Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

1987: Some novels and plays seem to advocate change in social or political attitudes or in traditions. Choose such a novel or play and note briefly the particular attitudes or traditions that the author apparently wishes to modify. Then analyze the techniques the author uses to influence the reader's or audience's views. Avoid plot summary.
You may choose one of the works below or another of comparable quality that is appropriate for the question. Do not write about a film or a television program ........... Nineteen Eighty-Four Hard Times "A Doll's House" .......... Main Street Watch on the Rhine .......... Native Son .......... Cry, The Beloved Country .......... The Awakening.......... Gulliver's Travels .......... "The Crucible" .......... "A Raisin in the Sun"..........Jude the Obscure .......... The Grapes of Wrath ..........nvisible Man.......... The Jungle .......... "An Enemy of the People" .......... Catch-22 .......... Sister Carrie.......... "Mrs. Warren's Profession" .......... "Candide".......... "Tartuffe" .......... "Mother Courage and Her Children" .......... Redburn

1988: Choose a distinguished novel or play in which some of the most significant events are mental or psychological; for example, awakenings, discoveries, changes in consciousness. In a well-organized essay, describe how the author manages to give these internal events the sense of excitement, suspense, and climax usually associated with external action. Do not merely summarize the plot.
You may choose one of the works below or another of comparable quality that is appropriate for the question. Do not write about a film or a television program ........... Baldwin, Go Tell It on the Mountain .......... Sophocles,"Oedipus Rex" .......... James, A Portrait of a Lad y .......... Chopin, The Awakening.......... Austen, Pride and Prejudic e..........Bronte, Jane Eyre.......... Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God .......... Forster, A Passage to India .......... Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter .......... Fitzgerald , The Great Gatsby .......... Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment .......... Dickens, Great Expectations.......... Miller "Death of a Salesman".......... Morrison, Song of Solomon .......... Shakespeare: "Hamlet," "Othello," "King Lear" .......... Ibsen,"A Doll's House".......... Albee, "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf" .......... Ellison, Invisible Man ..........Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man .......... Woolf, To the Lighthouse

1989: In questioning the value of literary realism, Flannery O'Connor has written, "I am interested in making a good case for distortion because I am coming to believe that it is the only way to make people see."
Write an essay in which you "make a good case for distortion," as distinct from literary realism. Base your essay on a work from the following list or choose another work of comparable merit that you know well. Analyze how important elements of the work you choose are "distorted" and explain how these distortions contribute to the effectiveness of the work. Avoid plot summary.
Wuthering Heights.......... "Wise Blood" .......... "The Hairy Ape".......... Notes From the Underground.......... "King Lear".......... Catch 22.......... Invisible Man.......... Great Expectations.......... "The Birthday Party".......... Moby-Dick Gulliver's Travels.......... Benito Cereno.......... Frankenstein The Trial.......... The Metamorphosis.......... "The Winter's Tale".......... The House of Seven Gables.......... The Loved One.......... One Hundred Years of Solitude.......... As I Lay Dying.......... Miss Lonelyhearts.......... "Waiting For Godot" .......... Wide Saragasso Sea.......... Brave New World


1990: Choose a novel or play that depicts a conflict between a parent (or a parental figure) and a son or daughter. Write an essay in which you analyze the sources of conflict and explain how the conflict contributes to the meaning of the work. 
Avoid plot summary. You may base your essay on one of the following works or choose another of comparable literary quality.
Fielding, Tom Jones.......... Austen, Persuasion
Baldwin, Go Tell It on the Mountain .......... Bronte, Wuthering Heights.......... Dickens, Hard Times, Our Mutual Friend.......... Miller, "All My Sons".......... Eliot, The Mill on the Floss.......... Faulkner, As I Lay Dying.......... Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God.......... Hansberry, "A Raisin in the Sun".......... Hellman, "The Little Foxes".......... Aeschylus, "The Oresteia".......... James , Washington Square.......... Lawrence, Sons and Lovers
Dostoevski The Brothers Karamazov Morrison Beloved.......... O'Neill, "Long Day's Journey into Night".......... Pinter , "The Homecoming".......... Shaw, "Mrs. Warren's Profession" .......... Sophocles, "Antigone".......... Spark, "The Prime of Miss Jane Brodie".......... Turgenev, Fathers and Sons.......... Shakespeare: "King Lear," "Henry IV," "Romeo and Juliet".......... Williams, "The Glass Menagerie"

1990 Additional, Recommended Writers:
Chinua Achebe.......... Margaret Atwood.......... Anne Bradstreet .......... August Wilson.......... Willa Cather.......... Kate Chopin.......... Louise Erdrich.......... Cynthia Ozick .......... Jean Rhys .......... Alice Walker 


1991: Many plays and novels use contrasting places (for example, two countries, two cities or towns, two houses, or the land and the sea) to represent opposed forces or ideas that are central to the meaning of the work.
Choose a novel or play that contrasts two such places. Write an essay explaining how the places differ, what each place represents, and how their contrast contributes to the meaning of the work.
You may base your essay on a work from the list below, or you may choose another work of recognized literary merit........... A Passage to India.......... Tess of the D'Urbervilles.......... Wuthering Heights .......... "A Midsummer Night's Dream".......... "Antony and Cleopatra" .......... "Candide".......... Heart of Darkness.......... Cry, the Beloved Country .......... A Tale of Two Cities .......... The Woman Warrior .......... Anna Karenina .......... Joseph Andrews.......... "The Merchant of Venice" .......... Things Fall Apart .......... Slaughterhouse Five .......... "A Streetcar Named Desire" .......... Invisible Man..........The Dollmaker .......... Jane Eyre .......... The Great Gatsby .......... The Color Purple.......... Mansfield Park.......... Huckleberry Finn .......... The Scarlet letter .......... The Sun Also Rises.......... A Farewell to Arms .......... The Awakening .......... Their Eyes Were Watching God.......... "A Raisin in the Sun" ..........Jude the Obscure


1992: In a novel or play, a "confidant" (male) or "confidante" (female) is a character, often a friend or relative of the hero or heroine, whose role is to be present when the hero or heroine needs a sympathetic listener to confide in. Frequently the result is, as Henry James remarked, that the "confidant" or "confidante" can be as much "the reader's friend as the protagonist's." However, the author sometimes uses this character for other purposes as well.
Choose a "confidant" or "confidante" from a novel or play of recognized literary merit and write an essay in which you discuss the various ways this character functions in the work. You may write your essay on one of the following novels or plays or on another of comparable quality. Do not write on a poem or short story.
"As You Like It" .......... The Awakening.......... The Color Purple
Don Quixote .......... "Equus" .......... Great Expectations .......... The Great Gatsby.......... "Hamlet".......... The Handmaid's Tale .......... "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn "Hedda Gabler .......... The Portrait of a Lady .......... Lord of the Flies .......... "Medea" The Mill on the Floss .......... "The Misanthrope" .......... "Othello" .......... A Passage to India .......... "A Raisin in the Sun" .......... "Phaedre" .......... Pride and Prejudice .......... Wide Sargasso Sea .......... "Pygmalion".......... "Romeo and Juliet" .......... "A Streetcar Named Desire" .......... Sula .......... The Turn of the Screw .......... The Watch That Ends the Night .......... Wuthering Heights

1993: "The true test of comedy is that it shall awaken thoughtful laughter."óGeorge Meredith
Choose a novel, play, or long poem in which a scene or character awakens "thoughtful laughter" in the reader. Write an essay in which you show why this laughter is "thoughtful" and how it contributes to the meaning of the work.
Choose a novel, play, or long poem by one of the following authors or another author of comparable merit.
Aristophanes .......... Henry Fielding .......... Vladimir Nabokov .......... Tom Stoppard .......... Margaret Atwood .......... Zora Neale Hurston .......... Gloria Naylor .......... Jonathan Swift .......... Jane Austen .......... Aldous Huxley .......... Walker Percy .......... Anthony Trollope .......... Samuel Beckett .......... Henry James .......... Harold Pinter ..........Mark Twain .......... Lord Byron.......... Ben Jonson .......... Alexander Pope .......... Voltaire .......... Geoffrey Chaucer .......... Franz Kafka .......... Barbara Pym.......... Evelyn Waugh .......... Charles Dickens .......... Margaret Laurence .......... Mordecai Richler .......... Oscar Wilde .......... T. S. Eliot .......... Bobbie Ann Mason .......... William Shakespeare .......... William Faulkner .......... Moliere .......... George Bernard Shaw 

1994: In some works of literature, a character who appears briefly, or does not appear at all, is a significant presence. Choose a novel or play of literary merit and write an essay in which you show how such a character functions in the work. You may wish to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the development of other characters. Avoid plot summary.
You may select a work from the list below, or you may choose another work of comparable literary merit suitable to the topic........... 1984 .......... Waiting For Godot .......... The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn .......... Antigone .......... Twelfth Night ..........The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz .......... As I Lay Dying .......... Hamlet .......... The Optimist's Daughter .......... Bleak house .......... Heart of Darkness .......... A Raisin in the Sun .......... The Bear.......... Invisible Man .......... Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead .......... Catch-22 .......... J.B. .......... The Turn of the Screw .......... Cat's Eye .......... Jane Eyre .......... Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? .......... Ceremony .......... Obasan .......... The Mayor of Casterbridge .......... The Color Purple Moby-Dick The Glass Menagerie .......... Death of a Salesman .......... Mrs. Dalloway

1995: Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who are alienated from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. 
Choose a play or novel in which such a character plays a significant role ands show how that character's alienation reveals the surrounding society's assumptions and moral values.
You may choose a work from the following list or another suitable play or novel. Do NOT write on a short story, poem, or film. .......... The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn .......... America is in the Heart .......... An American Tragedy .......... Another Country .......... The Awakening .......... The Bluest Eye .......... Cry, The Beloved Country .......... The Diviners .......... A Doll House .......... The Grapes of Wrath .......... Great Expectations .......... House Made of Dawn .......... Invisible Man .......... Jane Eyre .......... Jude the Obscure.......... Light in August .......... Love Medicine .......... M. Butterfly .......... Medea .......... The Merchant of Venice Middlemarch .......... Moll Flanders .......... Mrs. Warren's Profession .......... Murder in the Cathedral .......... Native Son .......... No-No Boy .......... Obasan .......... Othello .......... The Power and The Glory .......... Saint Joan .......... The Sun Also Rises .......... Winter in the Blood .......... Wise Blood .......... Zoot Suit

1996: The British novelist Fay Weldon offers this observation about happy endings: "The writers, I do believe, who get the best and most lasting response from readers are the writers who offer a happy ending through moral development. By a happy ending, I do not mean mere fortunate events - a marriage or a last-minute rescue from death - but some kind of spiritual reassessment or moral reconciliation, even with the self, even at death.:
Choose a novel or play that has the kind of ending Weldon describes. In a well-written essay, identify the "spiritual reassessment or moral reconciliation" evident in the ending and explain its significance in the work as a whole. You may select a work from the list below or another novel or play of literary merit.
All the Pretty Horses .......... Bless Me, Ultima .......... Candide .......... Ceremony .......... The Color Purple .......... Crime and Punishment .......... Cry, The Beloved Country .......... Emma .......... The Eumenides .......... Great Expectations .......... Heart of Darkness .......... Invisible Man .......... Jane Eyre .......... King Lear .......... Major Barbara .......... Moby-Dick .......... The Piano Lesson .......... The Portrait of a Lady .......... Praisesong for the Widow .......... A Raisin in the Sun .......... Song of Solomon .......... The Stone Angel .......... The Tempest .......... Their Eyes Were Watching God .......... Twelfth Night .......... The Warden .......... Wuthering Heights .......... The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn .......... A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

1997: In his essay "Walking," Henry David Thoreau offers the following assessment of literature:
In literature it is only the wild that attracts us. Dullness is but another name for tameness. It is the uncivilized free and wild thinking in Hamlet and The Iliad, in all scriptures and mythologies, not learned in schools, that delights us.
From the works you have studied in school, choose a novel, play, or epic poem that you may have thought was conventional and tame but you now value for its "uncilivized free and wild thinking." Write an essay in which you explain what constitutes its "uncivilized free and wild thinking" and how that thinking is central to the value of the work as a whole. Support your ideas with specific references to the work you choose. 

1998: Novels and plays often include scenes of weddings, funerals, parties, and other social occassions. Such scenes may reveal the values of the characters and the society in which they live. 
Select a novel or play that includes such a scene and, in a focused essay, discuss the contribution the scene makes to the meaning of the work as a whole. You may choose a work from the list below or another novel or play of literary merit.
The Age of Innocence .......... The Awakening .......... The Birthday Party .......... Bless Me, Ultima .......... Ceremony .......... The Color Purple .......... Daisy Miller .......... The Dead .......... Delta Wedding .......... Dinner at the Homesick Resteraunt .......... The Glass Menagerie .......... The Great Gatsby .......... Hamlet .......... Invisible Man .......... Jane Eyre .......... Julius Caesar .......... The Joy Luck Club .......... The Member of the Wedding .......... Mrs. Dalloway .......... Much Ado About Nothing .......... Our Town .......... Pnin .......... Pride and Prejudice .......... Romeo and Juliet .......... The Shipping News ......... The Sound and the Fury .......... Sula .......... Things Fall Apart .......... Wuthering Heights 

1999: The eighteenth-century British novelist Laurence Stern wrote, "No body, but he who has felt it, can conceive what a plaguing thing it is to have a man's mind torn asunder by two projects of equal strength, both obstinately pulling in a contrary direction at the same time."

From a novel or play choose a character (not necessarily the protagonist) whose mind is pulled in conflicting directions by two compelling desires, ambitions, obligations, or influences. Then, in a well-organized essay, identify each of the two conflicting forces and explain how this conflict within one character illuminates the meaning of a work as a whole. You may use one of the novels or plays listed below or another novel or play of similar literary quality.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn..........Anna Karenina..........Antigone..........The Awakening..........Beloved.........Billy Budd..........Ceremony..........Crime and Punishment..........Dr. Faustus.........An Enemy of the People.........Equus.........A Farewell to Arms..........The Glass Menagerie..........Hamlet..........Heart of Darkness..........Jane Eyre..........Jasmine..........Light in August..........A Lesson Before Dying..........Macbeth..........The Mayor of Casterbridge..........Native Speaker..........The Piano Lesson..........A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man..........A Raisin in the Sun..........The Scarlet Letter..........Wuthering Heights

