Writing Portfolio:

An Autobiography Assignment
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“Whether I shall turn out to be the hero of my own life,

or whether that station will be held by anybody else,

these pages must show.”

— David Copperfield  by Charles Dickens

Writing Portfolio:  An Autobiography

You will write some assignments in class; others will be homework; you will turn some in for comment, and share others in peer groups.


You should revise ALL assignments before rewriting them in final form.  If you do not type your assignments, you may write them neatly in final draft form.  Most assignments will be approximately a page long.  You may complete an assignment by writing on the back of a page, but start every new assignment on a new page.

· Binding and Cover  -- When completed, your autobiography should be bound as a book for “publishing” day in class.  The book cover should include your selected title, your name, and an illus​tration appropriate to your book.  For illustrations, consider a word pattern, graphic de​sign, collage, original drawings, photographs, magazine pictures, quotations, etc.  Use rubber cement or a glue stick to mount items, and be sure that your cover design hides price tags and brand names.

One suggestion would be to purchase a clear-view binder where you can slip a printed cover in the clear front.  Other suggestions could be a decorated “scrapbook” type of  book, or a professionally bound book with strip or spiral binding.

· A Title Page--  Select a word or phrase particularly meaningful for you to serve as your title.  Browse through a thesaurus, listen to music you love, think of special people and places and interests, and then submit several possible titles.  “A Book about Me” or “My Autobiography” are poor titles because they are vague and impersonal.  

· A Table of Contents--  List the assignment number and title of all assignments in your autobiography.  Title each contents page.

· Prologue/An Introduction--  Explain the significance of your title, making clear why it is relevant to your life in particular.  Also include a brief description of this writing project and its purposes -- in your own words.

· Any 14 written selections as described in the attached pages (your choice), and a letter to the reader (required).

DONENESS counts!  But your writing should also demonstrate appropriate word usage, sentence structure, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

Every assignment should be:



a thoughtful response to the assigned topic



revised as necessary



neatly and legibly written or typed (no specific font size or type)



in order according to this assignment booklet



in black ink



titled on the top line



numbered by assignment (not page) in the upper right corner



corrected using proofreading symbols or correction fluid

Writing Portfolio:  Specific Assignments
Prologue:  Explain the significance of your title, making clear why it is relevant to your life in particular. Introduce yourself gracefully to your reader and capture our attention. Include a brief description of this writing project and its purposes — in your own words.

1.
A Letter of Introduction:  Write a letter introducing yourself.  Tell readers what they should know about you as a student and a person.  Begin your letter, Dear Reader, . . . Be sure to set up your letter using the proper format.  Don’t worry about the address, but make sure all other parts are formatted correctly.  Consult your Holt Handbook for assistance.

2.
What’s in a Name?:  Names are an integral part of who we are. They shape our sense of who we are. Explore your feelings about “the unity between [your]self and [your] name.” Are these the names you would have chosen for yourself? Surname, middle name, Christian name? Is there a story behind your naming? Someone famous, a family member, weird initials? Does your name have symbolic meaning? Is it ethnic or historic or literary? Did your parents consider other names? In short, how do you live with your name?

3.
Personal Alphabet:  Browse through a dictionary, looking for adjectives to describe yourself. Know the meaning of the words you select and be able to explain how each word you’ve chosen fits you. Choose at least one adjective for each letter of the alphabet. Be sure you choose the adjective form of words. For example, “excite” is a verb and “excitable” is an adjective. “Exciting” is a participle so it can be used as an adjective…BUT “excitable” and “exciting” mean very different things.

4.
Likes / Dislikes List: Make two columns, one titled “Likes,” the other “Dislikes,” and list from ten to fifteen specific items in each column. Avoid naming specific classmates and teachers, instead name them by generalizing. For example, “that mean teacher who’s making me write an autobiography,” not my name!

5.
Sensory Experiences:   The five senses allow us to perceive whatever is tangible, or concrete. A sensory experience is something we can taste, touch, smell, see, or hear. For example, ice-cold water-melon, hot dogs sizzling over a charcoal fire, mosquito bites, fireworks, and the music of the ice-cream wagon are sensory experiences I associate with a Fourth of July picnic. Describe a specific time and place which recalls rich sensory experiences for you. Include at least two details that appeal to each of the five senses.

6.
Metaphorical Definitions:  This kind of definition helps make abstract words easier to under-stand by giving a specific concrete example. A famous metaphorical definition is “Happiness is a warm puppy.” For you, happiness may be something very different — a raise in your allowance, a banana split, a room of your own. Write metaphorical definitions of ten different abstract nouns. Your concrete example must be something specific that you can sense — taste, touch, smell, see, or hear. Your definitions should follow the format below:  
Metaphorical Definition   =   Abstract Noun   +   IS   +   Concrete Example

7.
As Time Goes Bye-Bye:  Carpe diem (or, Seize the day!). Before time passes you by, what things do you want to do? What one thing do you most want to do by the time you are thirty-five? Why? What have you already said good-bye to – people, places, ideas, stages in your life, hopes, dreams, sorrows? Reflect on those good-byes and/or grand plans. Make a list with short explanations, or concentrate on explaining one specific goal or farewell in depth.

8.
Personal Metaphors:  Make a list of metaphorical comparisons. Think, “If I were an animal, what kind of animal would I be?” For each item, write the general label and then your specific comparison. Be realistic, be somewhat honest, and be able to explain your choices. Don’t say you are a rose, if you’re really a daisy.


  1.
Animal
11.
Musical Instrument


  2.
Car

12.
Geometric Shape


  3.
Article of Clothing
13.
Piece of Furniture


  4.
Day of the Week
14.
Song


  5.
Food

15.
Season of the Year


  6.
Color
16.
Television Character


  7.
Movie
17.
Cartoon or Comic Character


  8.
Fragrance
18.
Appliance or Machinery


  9.
Type of Building
19.
Natural Phenomenon


10.
Plant

20.
Word

9.
Extended Metaphors:  Go back to your list of personal metaphors. Choose two that you can extend by explaining the comparison in detail. Write a paragraph for each personal metaphor by giving four or five specific points of comparison. If you are like an alley cat, discuss four characteristics of an alley cat and explain the ways in which you have the same characteristics.

10.
Personal Symbol:  Write about an object that has special symbolic meaning for you. It might be a gift from someone you love, an award of which you are proud, a souvenir from a place you miss, a childhood toy you still treasure, a family photograph, whatever. Describe the object, appealing to the senses as appropriate and giving specific details. Also explain what it symbolizes for you.

11.
Metamorphosis:  Make a list of objects, places, ideas that could stand for your younger self, symbols for the way you used to be. Then make a contrasting list that could stand for your current self, symbols that represent the way you are now. Sort of an “I used to be…but now I am…” kind of chart. Use these contrasting lists to write a free verse poem on your transformation.

12. 
The Perfect Present:  You are picking the perfect present. What will it be?  It’s something you’ve always wanted, something you’ve secretly yearned for.  It’s not a flashy sports car or designer jeans because there’s a catch -- the gift is intangible, or abstract.  This means that you cannot perceive it with the five senses.  For example, you might want patience, self-confidence, intuition. Tell me what the gift is, why it’s the perfect gift, why you need it, and how it will affect your life.

13.
Look Who I Look Up To: Think of three people of established reputation whom you admire. You may need to do some formal research on these people, so don't choose your Aunt Helen unless she's in the encyclopedia. You must be specific. If you admire Martin Luther King, Jr., saying he fought for civil rights isn't enough. Exactly what did he do? Devote one solid paragraph to each person, telling what each person has done to deserve your admiration. 

14.
Your Turn to Brag:  The brag is a form of exaggerated boasting, reaching back to the Anglo-Saxon epic Beowulf and flourishing in pioneer days.  Read the following brag from a legendary riverboat pilot:

“I’m half wild horse and half alligator and the rest of me is crooked snags and red-hot snappin’ turtle.  I can hit like lightning and whip my weight in wildcats.  I can outrun, outjump, outshoot, outbrag, outdrink, and outfight, rough-and-tumble, no holds barred, any man on both sides of the river from Pittsburgh to New Orleans and back again.  Come on, and see how tough I am!” -- Mike Fink

Write your own brag.  Although Mike Fink limits himself to how tough he is, your abilities will undoubtedly be more varied.  How intelligent, creative, talented, powerful, rich, important...are you?  Impress me!

15.
Advice to a new BRMS 6th grader:  Right now, based upon your experience, what practical information about life, learning, and surviving middle school could you give to a new BRMS 6th grader?  Remember that practical information are tips they can use daily. Think of practical information as a guidebook to success in middle school.

16.
Left Out and Lonely:  Think back over your life until you can remember a time when you felt left out and lonely.  Then write a one-page story about that day.  Recreate the experience by telling what happened, how you reacted, how you feel about it now.  Try to appeal to the five senses.

17. Rewarding Experiences:  List the ten most rewarding and beautiful experiences you’ve ever had.  Write a sentence explaining why each experience was special to you.  

18. Most Embarrassing Moment or the Dumbest Thing I’ve Ever Done:  Explain using lots of description and sensory details your experience.  Be sure to explain the situation you found yourself in  and the setting at the time.

19.
Valuable Lessons:  List the ten most valuable lessons you’ve ever learned. Write a sentence explaining why each lesson was valuable to you.  Consider such things as learning to multiply, but also think of the more abstract lessons concerned with wisdom and experience rather than skills.  

20.
Extraordinary Pet: Pets are an important part of many people's lives, offering unconditional love and loyalty. Describe a pet you have now or used to have. If you don't have a pet, describe one you'd like to have or one of your good friend's pets. What does your pet do that's unusual? How is he or she extraordinary? Describe appearance, personality, and odd or interesting behaviors. Does your pet look or act like you in any way? Include that too.

21.
Coping with Current Events: We are living in a difficult time. We have rising prices and an uncertain economy.  We are currently at war, with American men and women risking their lives every day. Write about the impact of these (or any) difficult events on your life.

22.
Family Expectations:  Make a list of things your parents should offer you -- things that are your rights.  Do not talk about gifts or material objects, but things like love, praise, privacy when needed, and so on.  Make a parallel list of things you think your parents have a right to expect from you.  You might ask your parents for more suggestions for each list. Or consider developing a list of expectations about friends, teachers, etc. Remember to consider both sides of the relationship.

23.
Family Influence:  Choose a member of your family and describe a specific moment you've shared with that family member and what you have learned from that experience. Perhaps you've gone fishing with your grandfather, or shopping with your sister, or on a walk around the block with your mother, for example. How has your relationship changed with this family member as you’ve grown older? What hopes do you have for your future relationship? Explore.

24.
Memorable Event: Include a ticket stub, program, or some other tangible evidence to represent an event you experienced this year that in some way was memorable. Describe the event, with whom you attended, what was special about it, if you would do it again, etc. For example, you might describe a concert of your favorite group, a special movie you anticipated, a family reunion, or a birthday party.

25.
Free Speech:  Lucky, lucky you!  You have three minutes of air  time on national television, all networks.  What would you say to your fellow Americans?  Write your speech, timing it carefully.  Remember, the eyes of America will be on you, so be careful about errors, and try to say something worth listening to.

26.
Are You Hungry?: In great detail, using lots of description, tell us about your favorite meal. Where is it served? When? Who cooks it? What dishes does it include? What's your favorite part of your favorite meal? This can be a home-cooked meal or a fancy dinner out or even your usual fast food...whatever makes you lick your lips.

27.
Who Am I?:  Everyone is a combination of many selves.  You play a variety of roles, such as student, brother or sister, friend, basketball player, music lover, worker, reader, and the like.  Make a list of five nouns (roles) that you would use to identify yourself.  What does the list suggest about your view of yourself as a person?  Explain each role, citing your experiences as illustrations.

28. Annual Report:  Write a kind of annual report on the state of yourself.  Compared to what you were a year ago, what are you now?  What do you hope to be a year from now?  What do you expect to be?  Do you expect to make “progress”?  If so, how has your last year proven your ability to progress?  Are you better off than you were a year ago?  Or worse off?

29. I Am poem:  Include a copy of the “I Am poem” written earlier this year.
30. Telling Tales:  Think back to memories you associate with family storytelling. You know, the ones you hear over and over every holiday. Maybe these tales are the legends that have given your family courage in hardship? Maybe they are religious stories or goofy songs or true family history? Maybe they all seem to be about what a bad kid you were? Embarrassing, hilarious, unbelievable? Retell a story you remember as part of your family’s heritage OR makeup one you wish had been told (and may tell in your own family circles later).

31. Flashback:  If you could relive one day or experience in your life, what would it be? You might choose to relive this time because it was so wonderful you want to experience it again, or you might choose a day you want to change in some way. Identify the day or experience, tell why it was so important to you, and explain what reliving it would accomplish.

32.Cheer Yourself Up!:  Got the blues? Down in the dumps? Make a list of crazy things you could do to distract yourself from your troubles. Some possibilities — Play Frisbee with your old, worn-out records, smile all the way through class and make your teacher wonder what’s going on, or cover your front teeth with foil to look like braces. Think of your own ideas, both sane and crazy. You might want to draw cartoons to go with some of your ideas.

 Title of Writing Portfolio ________________________________________________

Checklist and Grading Rubric

Everyone is a unique and special individual with different preferences.  As you review the topics presented to you, you will see a wide variety of topics for you to choose from to share in your autobiography.  The prologue (short introduction) must be included, as well as the letter of introduction.  These are NOT optional.  They are REQUIREMENTS.  However, of the 30 remaining topics, numbers 2 through 32, you may choose any 14.
DONENESS:  16 total – Prologue and # 1 (letter to readers) and any other 14 of your choice.  Also, make sure your book is in final copy form with all of the book parts completed.  Please check off the topics you have selected.  This contract must be turned in with your completed book.  A parent signature on the last page will earn you a 10 point bonus.  Since this is a project and doubled, you could earn up to 20 test bonus points!

Book Parts:  _______ Attractive Cover  _______ Title Page  _______ Table of Contents

____

Prologue

_____
1.
Letter of Introduction                                  

_____
2.
What’s in a Name?                     

_____
3.
Personal Alphabet                       

_____
4.
Likes/Dislikes List

_____
5.
Sensory Experiences

_____
6.
Metaphorical Definitions

_____
7.
As Time Goes Bye-Bye 

_____
8.
Personal Metaphors

_____
9.
Extended Metaphors
_____
10.   Personal Symbol

_____
11.
Metamorphosis

_____
12.
The Perfect Present

_____
13.
Look Who I Look Up To

_____
14.
Your Turn to Brag                                       _______ 30. Telling Tales

_____
15.
Advice to A New BRMS 6th Grader           ________31. Flashback

_____
16.
Left Out and Lonely                                    _______ 32. Cheer Yourself Up!

_____
17.
Rewarding Experiences

______18. Most Embarrassing Moment or the 

                         Dumbest Thing I’ve Ever Done

_____
19.
Valuable Lessons

_____
20.
Extraordinary Pet

_____
21.
Coping with Current Events

_____
22.
Family Expectations

_____
23.
Family Influence

_____
24.
Memorable Event

_____
25.
Free Speech Speech

_____
26.
Are You Hungry?

_____
27.
Who Am I?

_____
28.
Annual report

_____  29.  “I Am” Poem

______30. This assignment contract
NEATNESS



CORRECTNESS
__________
Cover Design



__________
Follows Directions

__________
Title Page



__________
Adequate Length

__________
Each Assignment Numbered
__________
Grammar Acceptable

__________
Each Assignment Titled

__________
Punctuation Acceptable

__________
Assignments in Order

__________
Spelling Acceptable

__________
Legible Handwriting or Typed         __________      Corrections Made Neatly

· Parent Signature __________________________________

I have reviewed my child’s completed autobiography project.

· A parent signature will result in a 10 point bonus, doubled, or 20 test bonus points!

