You will need a powerful hook to get any reader's attention. The lead is the doorway through which a writer welcomes and orients readers to their idea. Try using at least two of the following strategies as more effective leads. Then, through your revision process, you can choose the "better" opening.


Possible Leads:
Question: “When was the last time you went without a meal?”

Quotation: (from someone famous or from someone significant in your life)  “Be careful were the last words my father said to me each time I left the house.

”Strong statement (that your essay will either support or dispute)  “If you eat enough cabbage, you’ll never get cancer.”

Metaphor: “The starlings in my back garden are the small boys in the playground, impressing each other with their new-found swear words. The crows all belong to the same biker gang. You need to know their secret sign to join their club.”

Description (of a person or setting): “Michael once mowed the lawns around Municipal Hall wearing a frilly apron, high heels and nylons, with a pillow stuffed under sweater so he looked pregnant. And it wasn’t even Halloween.”

Active Beginning:  Begin with an action.
Example:  One rainy day I went to the mall. (boring)
Revision:  I splashed across the parking lot, yanked open the tall glass door, and, dripping wet, stepped into the mall.

