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AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 




Writing

You will write much more than you have probably ever written before –even more than last semester. The College Board has several objectives for this course that include:

· to introduce the student to a writing process that includes invention, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing

· to use logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis

· to use rhetoric effectively, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure

Reading

The only way to be a truly effective writer is to read and discuss work by effective authors. As we read in this course, the College Board has several objectives we will work toward:

· to furnish the student ideas for discussion and writing through analytical reading

· to increase the student’s reading ability for comprehension, interpretation, and evaluation

· to make the student a better reader of his native language through the analysis of how that language is used in a variety of forms

· to analyze image as text

***Reading selections have been chosen to help students understand rhetorical analysis. Be prepared to read the majority of assignments outside of class. On rare occasions, we may read some works IN class while you are simultaneously reading something OUTSIDE of class. You may also read two works simultaneously.

As AP students, you are expected to completely read any text assigned. This means NO USE of Cliff’s Notes, Sparknotes, etc., in order to replace or substitute your reading. Expect pop quizzes all the time. They can happen at random. You should be prepared every day with reader responses in your daybook.

For each reading assignment, you are expected and required to complete a Reader Response. These will be completed in your daybook and should show depth and breadth of knowledge, reflection, and questioning. Daybook Defenses will be your formal assessment of your reading, although pop quizzes are always a possibility. Individual Reader Responses can be requested at any time for a grade. I will provide specifications for Reader Responses.

Language

This course focuses on language – especially rhetoric and its characteristics in literature or other nonfiction. The College Board objectives include:

· to introduce the student to the techniques of the rhetorical analysis of non-fiction prose style

· to develop an understanding of a writer’s style with emphasis on diction, syntax, tone, voice, and details

· to use rhetorical techniques effectively, including, but not limited to, parallelism, antithesis, juxtaposition, and repetition

· to learn the major rhetorical terms and their appropriate use

· to enhance the student’s ability to use grammatical conventions appropriately and with sophistication

The AP Examination

In May, you have the opportunity to take the AP Exam and therefore the possibility to gain credit for your freshman composition college course. The objectives in this course include:

· to prepare for the AP Examination by familiarizing the student with the test’s format

· to improve the student’s test-taking skills through timed drills of multiple choice and essay questions

· to instill confidence in the student which will ensure the student’s achieving AP credit or advanced standing

Course Grading

Because this course is to be considered a college course, we will use the college level grading scale.

90-100 A

80-89   B

70-79   C

60-69   D

Below 60 F

NO ITEMS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR FULL CREDIT IF THEY ARE LATE. EACH DAY LATE IS 25 POINTS.

PROJECTS/FINAL DRAFTS LISTED ON SYLLABUS WITH DUE DATES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DUE DATE. 

NO EXCEPTIONS.

ALL FINAL DRAFTS ARE TO BE TURNED IN TYPED, USING MLA FORMATTING, AND FREE OF ERRORS.

Grades:

Microthemes/Timed Writings 35%

Final Drafts/Projects/Tests 25%

Participation/Summer Assignment/Quizzes 40% (This includes reader’s journal/log, Socratic seminars, pop quizzes, peer revision, freewriting)

Your final exam in this course will be a portfolio. This will count as 25% of your grade. More details will follow as the time approaches. Because of the reflective nature of the portfolio, no one may exempt this assignment.

Our AP exam is MAY 12 at 8 AM.

Required Texts (first 3 provided by school system, secure a personal copy of those with * if you wish to annotate)

Trimmer, Joseph and Hairston, Maxine. The Riverside Reader, 8th Edition.. Houghton Mifflin: Boston. 2005.

Roskelly, Hephzibah and Jolliffe, David A. Everyday Use. Pearson: New York. 2005.

Trimmer, Joseph. The New Writing with a Purpose. Houghton Mifflin: Boston. 2004.

Tyson, Timothy. Blood Done Sign My Name. Three Rivers Press: New York. 2004.*

O’Brien, Tim. The Things they Carried. Broadway Books: New York. 1998.*

Preston, Richard. The Hot Zone. Anchor Books: New York. 1989.
Others may be added as the semester continues.

Materials Needed

On a daily basis, you should have and bring the following to class:

Daybook (sewn composition notebook)

Loose-leaf notebook paper

Blue or black ink pens

Pencils

Highlighters 

4x6 index cards

Suggested Materials

It is highly suggested that you have the following available:

Post-it notes

Glue stick

Flash drive

Thoughts

If you find yourself struggling in this course, do not wait to ask for help. I am available “by appointment” to sit with you before or after school and work through writing or other course issues. I also check my email regularly and can be contacted that way. However, do not wait until the last minute to email me for help.

Be resourceful. There will be no excuses for a computer breaking down or a printer dying. Figure out how to get final drafts and other assignments to school on the day they’re due. You should have planned ahead enough for all assignments to be complete and ready to turn in when they are due. Do not walk into this room and ask to print your paper. It should be ready to hand to me when you walk in the door. If it’s not, it’s late and therefore will not be accepted.

The following is an outline of the course. Topics and dates are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion. Pages/readings/assignments with specific dates are DUE ON THOSE DATES. Other assignments may be given during class. Minimal reading will occur in class. There are no excuses for not knowing what is due or expected. Additional homework assignments may be given.

**Projects are not included at this time. Those are TBA. HW/Assignments can be added/deleted/reworked at instructor’s discretion.

	January 25

Class intro, syllabus, writing sample
HW: Excerpt close reading; “I am…”
	January 26

Rhetoric: What is it?

HW: Excerpt close reading
	January 27

Rhetoric 

HW: Excerpt close reading
	January 28

Rhetoric and Reading

HW: practice Reader Response
	January 29

Effective Writing/Thesis statements

HW: Read intro to Narration/Description

	February 1

Vocab #1 Lesson

Narration and Description

HW: Read “The Mullet Girls”
	February 2

Discuss “The Mullet Girls”

Writing Session: 1st draft N/D

HW. 2nd Draft N/D due 2/4
	February 3

Timed Writing #1

Hiroshima debrief

HW: 2nd draft N/D due 2/4
	February 4

2nd draft N/D due

Hiroshima debrief

Writing Group

HW: Final Draft N/D 2/9
	February 5

Vocab #1 quiz

Schemes and Tropes

Discuss Timed Writing

HW: Final draft N/D 2/9

	February 8

Vocab #2 lesson

Schemes and Tropes

PB & J

HW: Read intro to Process Analysis

PB&J due 2/11; Final N/D 2/9
	February 9
Final Narration & Description due

Microtheme #1: due 2/12

Process Analysis discussion

HW: Read “Campus Racism 101”

PB & J due 2/11
	February 10

Intro to The Things they Carried: read by 2/24

Discuss “Campus Racism 101”

Writing Session: 1st draft P/A

HW: 2nd draft P/A due 2/12; PB&J 2/11
	February 11
Grammar and other such fun

HW: 2nd draft P/A 2/12
	February 12

Vocab #2 quiz

Micro #1 due

Writing Group

HW: Final draft P/A 2/16

	February 15
NO SCHOOL – PRESIDENT’S DAY
	February 16

Vocab #3 lesson

Final draft P/A due 

MC Practice
	February 17

Timed Writing #2

HW: Read intro to Comparison Contrast
	February 18

Comparison Contrast

HW: Read “Shop Like A Man”
	February 19
Discuss Timed Writing #2

Discuss “Shop Like a Man”

Writing Session: 1st draft C/C

HW: 2nd draft C/C due 2/23

	February 22

Vocab #4 lesson

MC Practice

HW: 2nd C/C due 2/23
	February 23

Writing Group

Micro #2: due 2/26

HW: Final C/C due 2/25
	February 24

The Things they Carried due

HW: Micro #2 due 2/26

Final C/C due 2/25
	February 25

C/C Final due

Writing Reminders

HW: Micro #2 2/26; Read intro Division Classification
	February 26

Vocab #4 quiz

Micro #2 due

Division Classification

HW: Read “Four Kinds of Chance”

	March 1

Discuss “Four Kinds of Chance”

Writing Session: 1st draft Div/Class

HW: 2nd draft Div/Class ¾
	March 2
Guest Speaker: The Things They Carried
	March 3

Timed Writing #3

Intro Blood Done Sign my Name
HW: Blood Done due 3/23
	March 4

Writing Group

Final draft due 3/8
	March 5

TBA

	March 8

Vocab #5 lesson

Discuss Timed Writing #3

Final Div/Class due

HW: Read intro to Definition
	March 9

Definition

Micro #3 due 3/12

HW: Read “The Hoax” and “Pain”
	March 10

Discuss “The Hoax” and “Pain”

Writing Session: 1st draft Def

HW: 2nd draft 3/12
	March 11

Writing and Grammar and other such fun

HW: 2nd draft Def 3/12; Micro #3 3/12
	March 12

Micro #3 due

Writing Group

HW: Final Def due 3/16

	March 15

Vocab #6 lesson

MC practice

HW: Read intro to Cause and Effect

Final def due 3/16
	March 16

Cause and Effect

Final Definition due

Timed Writing #4

HW: Read “Why McDonald’s Fries Taste So Good”
	March 17
EARLY RELEASE DAY

Discuss “Why McD’s Fries…”
	March 18

Discuss Timed Writing #4

Writing Session: 1st draft C/E

HW: 2nd C/E due 3/22


	March 19
Vocab #6 Quiz

Fun stuff

HW: 2nd draft C/E 3/22

	March 22

Vocab #7 lesson

Writing Group

HW: Final C/E due 3/24
	March 23

Micro #4 due 3/26

Blood Done Sign My Name
	March 24

Blood Done Sign My Name

Final draft C/E due

HW: Read intro to Persuasion
	March 25

Discuss Persuasion

HW: Read “Family Values” pieces
	March 26

Vocab #7 quiz

Micro #4 due

Discuss “Family Values”

Writing Session: 1st draft Persuasion 1

HW: 2nd draft Pers 1 due 3/29

	March 29
Writing Group

Research: Debate

HW: Final Pers #1 4/13
	March 30

Research: Debate

Building your case

Introduction: The Awakening
HW: Awakening due 4/12
	March 31

DEBATE

HW: Final Pers#1 4/13
	April 1

EARLY RELEASE

Debrief Debate
	April 2

TEACHER WORKDAY

	April 12

Vocab #8 lesson

Discuss The Awakening

HW: Read “Human Nature” pieces

Final Pers #1 due 4/13
	April 13

Discuss “Human Nature”

The Awakening

Final Pers #1 due
	April 14

Timed Writing #5

Research Debate #2
	April 15

Writing Session: 1st draft Pers #2

Research Debate #2

HW: 2nd draft Pers #2 due 4/19
	April 16

Vocab #8 quiz

Discuss TW #5

Research/Build your case

	April 19

Vocab #9 Lesson

Writing Group

HW: Final Pers #2 due 4/21
	April 20

DEBATE

Micro #5 due 4/23
	April 21

Final Pers #2 due

Debrief Debate
	April 22

Speech
	April 23

Vocab #9 quiz

Micro #5 due

Speeches

	April 26

Speeches
	April 27

Speeches
	April 28

Timed Writing #6
	April 29

Speech presentations
	April 30

Big Fat Vocab Quiz

Discuss TW #6

Speech presentations

	May 3

Speech presentation finals

Micro #7 due 5/6
	May 4

TEACHER WORKDAY
	May 5

Study/Final Practice for AP Exam

CALCULUS EXAM 8 AM


	May 6

Study/Final Practice for AP Exam

Micro #7 due
	May 7

Study/Final Practice for AP Exam

US HISTORY EXAM 8 AM

	May 10
Study/Final Practice for AP Exam

BIOLOGY EXAM 8 AM
	May 11

Study/Final Practice for AP Exam

APES EXAM 8 AM
	May 12

OUR EXAM

8 AM 
	May 13

Debrief and Celebration
	May 14

TBA

	May 17

Documentaries
	May 18

Documentaries
	May 19

Documentaries
	May 20

Documentaries
	May 21

Portfolio due

	May 24

Documentaries
	May 25 

Documentaries
	May 26

Documentaries
	May 27

Documentaries
	May 28

Documentaries



	May 31

NO SCHOOL: HOLIDAY
	June 1

Finalize Documentary
	June 2

Film Festival
	June 3

Exams
	June 4

Exams

2nd period pick up portfolio

	June 7

Exams
	June 8

Exams

4th period pick up portfolio
	June 9

Remediation
	June 10

Retesting
	June 11

Retesting
	June 12

Graduation


· This course is an elective. If you find it is too demanding or difficult and you are thoroughly unhappy, do not feel like a bad person. Go to Guidance and remove yourself. You only live once.

· Just because you are taking this course plus two or three other AP courses does not mean that this course should be put on the back burner. Again, taking this course was something you elected to do. Therefore, there should be no comments concerning the amount of work you have in other classes.

· Because this is considered comparable to a college course, it will run as a college course.

· During Writing Workshop, freewrites, and other types of in-class individual work, there will be no outside conversations, working on other homework, “goofing off,” or anything of the sort. Doing so will result in a referral to the office for disturbing the class.

· Failing to turn in work, read assignments, participate in class, or remain otherwise engaged in this course will be cause for WR to consider changing your schedule to move you into another elective.

· Basic school rules apply. Turn your cell phone completely off and put it in your bag or purse. Do not bring your breakfast or lunch to class. No open containers are allowed (you may, however, bring in a bottle with a cap or a reusable drink container that can close).

· Tardies are unacceptable. You are expected to come into class, sit down immediately, look at the board for your warm up, and get started. Do not be tardy. Do not waste your time or mine chatting at the beginning of class. We have too much work to complete in order to waste time.

· Leaving the room to use the restroom is a privilege. You are expected to take care of this need between classes. However, if it cannot be helped, restroom “breaks” will only be allowed during individual work time. Do not ask in the middle of a class discussion, teacher directed activity, or group activity.

· Do not ask for permission to run personal errands. The answer will be, “NO.” If a teacher needs you early or keeps you late, ask for a note.

· Tell your friends, siblings, enemies that if they wanted to visit you during this class, they should have registered for the course.

