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	Literary Movement
	Time Period
	Characteristics of the Movement
	Representative Authors and Their Works

	Colonial Period

(Puritanism)

Deism

Rationalism
	1620-1800
	
	William Bradford 

Anne Bradstreet 

Jonathan Edwards 

Benjamin Franklin

Edward Taylor

	Romanticism and Transcendentalism
	1800-1865
	
	Washington Irving

Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Herman Melville

Walt Whitman 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Henry David Thoreau



	Realism

Regionalism

Naturalism


	1865-1910
	
	Ambrose Bierce

Stephen Crane

Jack London

Mark Twain

Kate Chopin

Emily Dickinson

Willa Cather

Emily Dickinson



	Modern Period

Modernism

Post Modernism
	1910-Present
	
	T. S. Eliot 


William Faulkner

Flannery O’Connor

F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Ernest Hemingway 
Tennessee Williams


Langston Hughes

Lorraine Hansberry

Arthur Miller

Zora Neal Hurston 


Questions for this standard will measure your knowledge of common literary terms.  Be sure you understand the definitions and be able to identify examples of them.  You might be given a work, phrase or sentence from the text and asked to apply the correct literary term to it.  You might be given the literary term and asked to choose which phrase or sentence is an example of it.  Use your textbook to find definitions and examples.

	Literary Term
	Definition
	Example

	Alliteration
	
	

	Flashback
	
	

	Foreshadowing
	
	

	Blank Verse
	
	

	Hyperbole
	
	

	Irony
	
	

	Metaphor
	
	

	Onomatopoeia
	
	

	Personification
	
	

	Pun
	
	

	Refrain
	
	

	Repetition
	
	

	Rhyme
	
	

	Simile
	
	

	Symbol
	
	

	Plot:

Exposition

Conflict

Rising Action

Climax

Falling Action

Resolution
	Define each aspect of the plot diagram
	

	Conflict


	What types of conflict are there?

· person vs. person

· person vs. nature

· person vs. self

· person vs. society


	Literature examples from this year:

	Character:

Protagonist:

Antagonist:

Static:

Flat:
	
	

	Mood
	
	

	Rhetorical / Persuasive Devices
	
	

	Tone
	
	

	Point of View


	What are the three main types of point of view?  Define them.
	


Colonial Period (Puritanism), 1620-1800. During this period, the newly arrived colonists were settling in, creating villages and towns and establishing new governments, while protesting the regime of the old one ruled by the British. Literature of this period reflects the religious influence of the Puritans as well as the independent spirit of a new America.  Famous writers include William Bradford, who writes about the establishment of the new colony; Anne Bradstreet, whose poetry focuses on daily life and family relationships; and Jonathan Edwards, a Puritan minister whose writing reflects the moral attitudes of the time. Political writings by Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson also belong to this time period.

Romanticism and Transcendentalism, 1800-1855. With the revolution behind them, Americans found time to ponder what it really meant to be American. Romanticism was a philosophical attitude that developed in reaction to previous decades in which reason and rational thought dominated. Writers celebrated individualism, nature, imagination and creativity, and emotions. As Americans expanded westward, the rebellious spirit of romanticism guided them, and as eastern cities such as Boston and New York became centers of intellectual thought and culture, the romantic ideal inspired them to ask questions and pursue lively philosophical debates. The philosophy of transcendentalism, exemplified by Ralph Waldo Emerson, eventually evolved; it stressed respect for the individual and the intuitive pursuit of a greater truth. Writers from this period include Washington Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, Emerson, and Henry David Thoreau.

Realism, 1850-1900. This period, which includes the Civil War, significant industrial invention, and extensive westward expansion, is one of the most turbulent and creative in American history. Hinting at the modern movement yet to come, writers turned to realism in an effort to articulate the tensions and complex events of the time. Authors made it their mission to convey the reality of life, harsh as it might seem. Characters reflected real people, determined yet flawed, struggling to overcome the difficulties of war, family, natural disasters, and human weaknesses. Some authors, such as Mark Twain, focused on a particular region of the country, seeking to accurately represent the culture and beliefs by presenting its local color. The literature emphasized accurate portrayals of the physical landscape as well as the habits and the speech of the area’s people. Other writers of this period include Ambrose Bierce, Stephen Crane, Willa Cather, and poet Emily Dickinson.

Modern Period, 1900-Today. Twentieth century in America was marked by wars, economic prosperity along with depression, commercialism, and increased population. The independent, individualistic spirit that was distinctively American seemed threatened. Writers such as Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and T. S. Eliot explored themes of alienation and change and confronted people’s fears and disillusionments. During this time, African-American literature flourished, inspired by writers such as Langston Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston of the Harlem Renaissance. Characteristics of modern literature include extensive use of symbolism, irony, and understatement. Writers experimented with new techniques, such as stream of consciousness, in which the random, seemingly  unconnected thoughts of a character are revealed. Readers must often use a good deal of inference to understand character and theme, as meaning is suggested more than directly stated.

Content Domain V: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Spotlight on the Standards

Write Standard American English Correctly
Content Domain V focuses on your ability to use Standard American English correctly.

Questions for this content domain will cover grammar, usage, mechanics, word choice, and manuscript form. The list below identifies some of the topics you can expect to see on the EOCT.

Subject-verb agreement

Verbs (correct tense, use of irregular verbs)

Punctuation marks (end punctuation, commas, colons, semicolons, quotation marks, and apostrophes)

Capitalization

Plural forms of words

Correct word choice

Spelling

Homonyms

Double negatives/comparisons

Pronouns

Commonly confused words/misused words

Some Important Historical Events and Movements

Colonization (1607 – 1770)

The Revolutionary (1770-1780s)

The Civil War (1860-65)  

The Great Depression (1929-late 1930s)

World War I (1914-1918)

World War II (1939-1945)

The Civil Rights Movement (late 1950s-1960s)

The Women’s Movement (significant events throughout the 19th and 20th centuries)

 Understand Major Influences on Literature 
Historical events not only affect people’s daily lives, but literature as well. And as literature responds to these events, it can become a voice for social change and action.

This standard asks you to analyze the impact of major events on American literature.

The Great Depression, for example, was the motivation for John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath, which described the hardships and poor living conditions of migrant workers during the depths of the Depression.

Similarly, Stephen Crane told of the horror of the Civil War in The Red Badge of Courage, and Tillie Olsen focused on the challenges of being a woman in Tell Me a Riddle, a collection of short stories published in 1961.

Anne Moody’s book, Coming of Age in Mississippi, is a classic narrative of her involvement in the Civil Rights Movement.

Good writers can evoke sympathy for the human condition and call attention to problems by involving readers in the lives of characters living through these important events.

Questions may ask you to identify the time period during which a work was written or to identify characteristics that illustrate why a work belongs to a particular time period.

