Climates Around the World…

6th Grade Science Project

EVERY LOCATION on Earth has a climate.  Climate is the pattern of weather in an area over time.  Several things influence climate, including rainfall, temperatures, proximity to water, longitude and latitude, altitude. Climate, in turn, affects the types of plants and animals that can survive in a given location and, thus, climate influences the Earth’s ecosystems (the community of organisms and their environment). The purpose of this project is to learn about climates around the world and gain some insights into the interaction of plants, animals, and people in these places as these are affected by the climate. The requirements for this project appear below.  

You will be allowed to work alone or to work in a small group of up to three people.  You will do the project based on selecting a city in the world (in our selection process) and developing your climate project based on the climate of that city.  

Requirements – Please turn in this sheet with your project
You must create products that provide information about the climate in the city (and its general area) you selected.  The products must include all of the information requested and presented in a way that has visual appeal. Possible choices include:  a poster, brochure, booklet, magazine or newspaper article, travelogue, model, diorama, drawings or paintings, a Powerpoint or ActivBoard presentation, or a website (that I can access).  Feel free to discuss other ideas with me.  Be creative, and take pride in your work!!! 

In your product, you must include:

· Your name!!! Please put your name (names if you are working in a group) on your project. (You’d be amazed how many students forget to do this!)
· The city and country, the climate, terrain, and topography of the general area.  You must include average annual rainfall/precipitation, average temperatures, any “seasonality” in climatic patterns, longitude and latitude, and other climate-influencing factors (e.g., winds, proximity to large sources of water, etc.)
· Description(s) of the kinds of animals and plants that are native to and thrive in the area and how they are adapted to that particular climate.
· Description(s) of the types of things people have to consider and do because of the climate conditions. For example, how does climate affect the foods people eat, the clothing they wear, the homes/buildings they have, etc.
· If you are working alone, your product should be presented from a single perspective – choose a person/representative that would be the ambassador of your climate in your project.  If you are working with other people in a group of 2-3, there must be the same number of different perspectives presented as there are people in the group.  For example, if there are two in your group, you would have two different perspectives to present information from (one might be a school-aged student who lives outside the city in a rural area, and the other might be a government official living in the city.  Use your imagination and creativity.
· You must include a bibliography with your project.
· Projects must be turned in no later than Thursday, March 31. The projects will be included in your third quarter grade. 

We will have a few brief oral presentations (2-3 minutes) each class during the following weeks, and the oral presentation will be included as a fourth quarter grade.
Each student must turn in his/her sheet.

Grading Rubric 



Name






My city and country are: ________________________________________________________
I worked with ______________________________________________ on this project.

	What criteria will I consider in your grade?
	Possible points
	Grade

	Quality of the information included in your presentation
	40
	

	Creativity of your project and level of effort
	40
	

	Meeting all requirements (including deadline)
	10
	

	Neatness and correct spelling (especially your city, country, climate, flora, and fauna!!)
	10
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	100
	


Comments:
