SUMMER READING and WRITING ASSIGNMENTS
RISING 8TH GRADERS (Class of 2012)
Read LOTS of books this summer! Strong reading skills help you in all subjects, and reading is the single most important preparation for the High School Placement Test. Reading can help you learn about any subject in the world and inspire your imagination. The assignments described below should be completed over the summer and turned in on the first day of school (Monday, August 29, 2011). Please put all three items into a single stapled booklet with a cover page that includes your name and a picture or drawing inspired by something you read over the summer. This assignment and the Diocesan reading list can also be found on the BSS website. Have a great summer!!
Part 1 – Required – Read the Merchant of Venice, by William Shakespeare (distributed 6/9/11)
This is a great book to begin our study of Shakespeare.  Please read the whole book and complete the following activities.  You may either do all of this on computer (Word and Excel) or use loose leaf paper. You are being given a numbered book from school, and you will need to bring that back to school with you and return it this fall.
· Keep a “vocabulary log” of all of the words you do not recognize or understand.  Your log should be long since the spoken language during Shakespeare’s time was different and he used rather sophisticated vocabulary.  Please write the definitions for at least 25 of the words in your log (you may do more for extra credit).
· Write a 1-page essay summarizing the plot and key themes.  The essay should also include your analysis of how the setting(s) supported the plot.

· Write a 2-page essay about your two favorite characters.  Be sure your essay answers the following questions:  (1) what did you like about each and why (use descriptive language and examples to support your statements); (2) how were they similar and different (compare and contrast); and (3) do these three characters remind you of anyone today, and in what ways?

Part 2 – Required – The Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit
As you prepare for Confirmation, you’ll learn and think more about the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and the Fruits of the Holy Spirit.  Choose two from the Gifts list and two from the Fruits list.
· Gifts of the Holy Spirit:  wisdom, knowledge, understanding, counsel, fortitude, piety, and fear of the Lord

· Fruits of the Holy Spirit:  charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, trustfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity

· Which two Fruits and which two Gifts did you choose?

· Write 1-2 paragraphs for each of the four (two Gifts, two Fruits) you chose, addressing the following things in your paragraphs:  explain what it is, and why it is important; describe what kinds of actions on your part would reflect that Fruit or Gift and the Holy Spirit’s presence; and include a specific example from your life in which you or someone you know demonstrated the Gifts and/or Fruits you chose.
Part 3 – Required – Reading Log

On the back of the sheet is a reading log.  Please use the table to write down all books you read over the summer, starting on June 13.  Include the title, author, main subject, what you liked most about the book, and whether you recommend it to others.  This document is on the Blessed Sacrament School website.

8th Grade – Optional Summer Work

OPTIONAL EXTRA CREDIT – Reading and Writing about Real People

A biography is a book someone writes about another person, and an autobiography is a book someone writes about his or her own life.  Read two biographies or autobiographies about people who lived sometime between 1850 and the present, but who are no longer alive, and then complete an essay that compares and contrasts those two people.  Consider choosing books about scientists or inventors; artists, composers, or writers; leaders; or people known for their service to others. You must include the following:

· Introductory paragraph introducing the two people you read about, when and where they lived, and why these two people are significant (why are there books about them). 

· Two paragraphs about each person that summarize highlights from their lives.

· Three to five paragraphs that compare and contrast the two people (similarities and differences).

· One to two paragraphs about how their lives were similar to and different from your own.

· A closing paragraph that tells what you found most interesting about each person.

· Bibliography of the two books you read that includes the title, author, publisher, and publishing date of each book. 

· Also list these two books on your reading log (see log form).

Students who complete this assignment at a level of quality that is average will receive 50 bonus points; if the level of quality is high, you may receive up to 100 bonus points at the start of your 8th grade year.  If any of the people studied are scientists, some extra credit will be given in Science too.

OPTIONAL EXTRA CREDIT – Science in the Summer

Summer is the perfect season for Science.  As additional optional extra credit, visit a science museum (such as the Smithsonian’s Natural History Museum, Arts and Industries, or Air and Space Museum here in DC, the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia, the New York Hall of Science in New York, or the Exploratorium in San Francisco) and/or conduct some science experiments.   For each one of these activities you undertake, do a one-half to one-page write up explaining what you did, where, what was most interesting to you and why, and what you learned from the experience.  Each of these will be worth up to 20 bonus points, depending on the quality.

OPTIONAL EXTRA CREDIT – Social Studies

Mrs. McBride will hand out additional optional / extra credit options for Social Studies.

SUMMER READING LOG


Name _________________________________

	Name of Book
	Author
	Main subject
	What did you like most?
	Do you recommend this book?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


