8th Grade Literature – Short Story #1
For this writing assignment, you will transform your rough draft into a final version of your short story. The requirements, deadline, grading criteria, and additional guidance appear below.

Requirements
· Your short story must be typed, double-spaced.  Please choose a font that is easy to read and do not use a font size less than 10 or larger than 14. The short story must be at least two sides, double-spaced, at a 12-point font size.  It can be any length beyond that minimum requirement.
· You must staple your rough draft to the back of your final version so it can be reviewed with your final.

· Cover – Your short story must include a title, and you must create an artistic cover that includes the title and your name. Covers may be done by hand, or may be computer generated, but should be more creative than simply typing the required information.

· The deadline for submission of your final version is Friday, October 10, during Literature class.  You may turn your story in early if you wish.

Grading Criteria

· Literary Content – strong plot, characters, and descriptive information about setting; compelling action, drama, suspense, mystery, humor, and/or dialogue (depending on your subject); effective flow of the content, including strong sentence structure and dialogue; and sufficient content so it is a complete short story.  (Worth 50 points)
· Grammar and Spelling – strong vocabulary and word choice (used correctly), correct spelling and punctuation, correct subject-verb agreement and use of verb tenses, etc.  Worth 25 points)
· Creativity – in the overall content, subject, character development, etc. (Worth 10 points)

· Meeting all Requirements – 10 points

· Neatness – 5 points

Guidance 

· Focus on proper spacing and punctuation for dialogue.  Many of you included interesting dialogue, and now you must simply put that into the proper form.

· Consider ways of strengthening your plot, character development, or information about the setting that will enhance your story.  This does not mean you have to make your story a great deal longer, but consider descriptions that will enliven your story.

· Try to eliminate repetition, such as beginning most sentences in the same way or having most of your sentences with the same structure and cadence.

· Consider your word choice, and try to use words that convey the emotion, suspense, and descriptions that bring your story and its characters to life.

· PROOFREAD your stories carefully, and read them aloud to others as you are working to finalize them.

