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· A disease that can be spread and cause harm

Pathogens- Microscopic (need to use a microscope to see) that cause infectious diseases

Four Types of Microscopic Pathogens ( Also called Microorganisms)

· Bacteria

· Fungi

· Protist

· Virus

· There are other multi-cellular organisms that carry the microscopic pathogens in or on them. When they bite you they spread the disease causing microorganism. Examples: worms, ticks, flies, fleas, mites.

HOW PATHOGENS ARE SPREAD

· Pathogens can be spread through direct contact or indirect contact.

· There are many types of direct contact such as by touching an infected person, soil, eating contaminated food, water or touching a contaminated object or by physical contact with an infected animal.

· Indirect contact can be sneezing, which shoots the pathogens through the air, then another person breathes it in.

· Infected people can spread cold and flu viruses easily through indirect contact.

· Bacteria that cause Botulism live in soil and contaminate food causing food poisoning.

· Protists can be found in water as well as bacteria causing severe stomach upset. Cholera is a bacteria spread through food or water. Dysentery is caused by a protist that is found in food and water as well.

· Some pathogens can last for a long time on objects such as table tops and silverware.

· Tetanus is a bacterium that can live for a long time on a contaminated object.

· Infected animals include ticks that spread the bacteria causing Lyme disease. Rabies virus is also passed on from the bite of an animal.
