AP English Literature & Composition Syllabus
2010-2011 School Year
General Course Information

Grade level offered: 12 (weighted) 
2 credits (1 per semester)
Prerequisites: 1) Successful completion of summer reading assignment; 2) Accelerated English III; 3) A teacher recommendation for the course; 4) A grade of C or higher in Accelerated English III
AP English Literature & Composition Course Description
Our goal in AP English Literature and Composition is to analyze various literary genres, synthesize literary themes and concerns, explore the changing nature of language and thought, express ideas in a clean, convincing, fluid prose, understand the interaction of content and rhetoric, and develop personal values through responses to literature.

Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition students will study multiple examples of literature that represent sundry genres, periods, cultures and themes typically encountered in college-level literature and composition courses.  AP students must be well versed and efficient in secondary composition. Mastery of most components of grammar and usage is a must in AP as grammar will not be part of the primary plans for instruction—such instruction will only occur in the context of writing instruction. It is a given that the pace of instruction and study of materials will be more challenging in this course. The course will use a college text that is thematic in its approach to teaching rhetorical elements in literature.  A number of major works in fiction, nonfiction, drama and poetry will be studied. Each of the major works has been chosen for its classical literary merit, for the style represented by the piece and for the work’s numerous appearances on AP exams. Students must exhibit maturity and tact when studying the literature present in this course. Students must also understand that the reading in the course is very difficult and will require extensive study. 

Course Objectives

In this course, students will…

· continue to build upon their writing portfolios by studying and writing AP essay writings, reader-response writings, weekly poetry responses, explication essays, compare-contrast essays, character analysis essays, cultural context essays, literary argument essays and research papers 
· revise and rewrite formal, extended essays outside of class 
· revise and rewrite in-class essay responses to various prompts

· peer edit numerous examples of peer writing in and outside of class

· add to their preexisting knowledge of rhetorical jargon through study of an extensive list of rhetorical terms in the context of literature
· read for a variety of purposes from a variety of cultures and styles of literature

· improve close reading skills through study of various styles of composition and usage in literature of sundry rhetorical elements
· continue to master grammar and usage skills as needed—comma usage, semicolons, colons, proper usage of conjunctions, phrases and clauses, parallel structure, proper verb tense and agreement
· work on AP English Literature & Composition test taking skills by completing numerous multiple choice tests from past AP exams

· read selected novels independently, complete projects associated with said novels, and present projects to their peers

· read and respond to poetry independently, noting such things as purpose, tone, diction, imagery, sound devices and other rhetorical elements

· continue working on and adding materials to AP/Honors English vertical structure notebooks started at the freshman level
Note About Vertical Structure of AP and Honors English Courses

Ottawa Township High School has adopted a vertical structure in Honors & AP English courses to ensure that certain skills are mastered each school year in composition and the study of rhetorical terminology. Students begin keeping a notebook at the 9th grade level and continue to add pertinent information and materials that serve as the basis for developing AP skills. The vertical structure elements are supplemental to already adopted core curriculum in AP and Honors English courses and have been implemented to target key skills associated with success on the AP English Literature & Composition exam and in college courses.

An brief outline of the skills covered by the supplemental vertical structure from 9th-12th grade follows:

Freshmen:

Begin AP/Honors Notebook

Tone

Paragraph Writing

Tone Writing

Sophomores:

Continue Notebook

Detail

Diction

Figurative Language Unit 1

Imagery

Juniors:

Continue Notebook

Syntax

Essay Writing, Weaving

Standard Introductions and Conclusions

Structure

Characterization

Argumentation

Seniors:

Continue Notebook

Advanced Introductions and Conclusions

Figurative Language Unit #2

Symbols, Motifs and Archetypes

Textbooks/Resources
Primary Texts
Kirszner & Mandel, Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing 7th ed.

Angel C. Greiner & Skip Nicholson, Fast Track to a 5: Preparing for the AP English Literature & Composition Examination
Diana Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual, 5th ed.

AP English eXcellence, AP from A to Z Part One: An Analysis Study Guide for Advanced Placement English, Combined Language/Literature Edition

AP English eXcellence, AP from A to Z Part Two:: An Analysis Study Guide for Advanced Placement English, Combined Language/Literature Edition
Secondary Texts
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (summer reading)
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver (summer reading)
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley (summer reading)

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
No Exit by Jean Paul Sartre
Inferno excerpts & other excerpts of The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri

Hamlet by Shakespeare (plays may vary from year to year)

Oedipus Rex by Sophocles

Republic by Plato

The Defense of Poesy by Sir Philip Sidney

Essay on Criticism by Alexander Pope 
Lyrical Ballads by William Wordsworth

Origin of Species by Charles Darwin 
The Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and the Beautiful by Edmund Burke

Materials Needed for AP English
1)  Black or blue ink pens
2)  Paper (College ruled only!!)

3)  Flash Drive/Jump Drive

4) The novel Frankenstein  by Mary Shelley (summer assignment)

5)  The novel Brave New World  by Aldous Huxley (summer assignment)

6)  The novel The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver (summer assignment)

7)  Novels required for completion of IR assignments (will vary according to student choice)

Classroom Guidelines
During our course of study, certain classroom guidelines must be adhered to in order to provide a classroom environment most conducive to learning. 

For each item below, the first infraction results in a warning, the second infraction results in a detention and a call home and the third infraction will result in a referral to the office.    

1)
No sleeping! 

2)
Do not talk while I am teaching or while another individual in the class is speaking.  No disruptive behavior of any kind will be tolerated. 
3)
Do not get up out of your seat without my permission! 
4)
Be on time and make sure that you have all materials needed for class.  You are tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell rings. 
5)
No gum, candy, drinks, or food of any kind in my room! 
6)
I accept no late work!  If absent, Ottawa High School policy states that you have the amount of days that you were absent to make up work--if you are absent for two days, you have two days to make it up once you return to school.

7)
Please remain in your seat until I dismiss you from class--the bell does not dismiss you.

8)
Come to school!!
9)
Do not make fun of and/or disrespect any other student, teacher, etc. in my classroom!

10)
All school rules will be enforced!  Check your student handbook for school policies!

Quizzes, Test and Exams  

There will be a total of @ 2000 points per six week period! The breakdown is as follows.

1)
Homework/Quizzes/Assignments (20%)  


2)
5 Poetry Responses (25%) 




3)
6 Essays (30%) 





4)
Independent Reading Assignment (20%) 


5)
Participation (5%) 





The grading scale for this course is as follows:

A
90-100

B
80-89

C
70-79
D
60-89
F
0-59
*As this is a weighted class, your grade at the end of each six weeks will automatically bump to the next letter grade.
*Homework, quizzes and assignments will consist of but are not limited to reading quizzes, reader-response assignments, in-class assignments related to reading and composition, group collaborations, graded inner/outer circle discussions and individual presentations. 
*Students will choose one novel, play, or extensive work of literary merit to complete an independent reading assignment each six weeks. Students will explore rhetorical elements, historical context, plot elements and the quality and artistry of the works they choose and present their findings to the class via presentations employing various types of media and/or audio/visual aides.
*Participation in class discussion is a must in AP English Literature & Composition. Students will receive points daily for their participation in discussions related to subject matter. Such discussions may be used as verbal quizzes that receive quiz scores. 
AP English Curriculum:
Novels/Plays/Long Poems—1st Semester
Summer Reading:
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
3 Independent Reading Assignments

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
No Exit by Jean Paul Sartre
Inferno excerpts & other excerpts of The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri
Novels/Plays/Long Poems—2nd Semester

3 Independent Reading Assignments
Hamlet by Shakespeare

Oedipus Rex by Sophocles
Study of the major works will involve looking into the following concepts in rhetoric: archetypes, characterization, the framed narrative, setting, Romanticism, motif, allusion, tone, detail, diction, syntax, symbols, metaphor, imagery, dialogue, irony, theme, point of view, structure, figurative language, reliability, stereotype, historical context, the gothic novel, epic poetry, allegory, plot, existentialism, dramatic irony, exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution.
Students will complete in-class essays, AP free response questions, AP multiple choice questions, individual projects, group projects and inner-outer circle discussions as means of assessment during novel, play or epic poetry units.
Short Stories—1st Semester
“Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway

“Dean Man’s Path” by Chinua Achebe

“Araby” by James Joyce

“Buffalo Soldiers” by ZZ Packer

“Oliver’s Evolution” by John Updike

“Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne

“A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

“A Hunger Artist” by Franz Kafka

“The Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka

“The Chrysanthemums” by John Steinbeck

Short Stories—2nd Semester

“Miss Brill” by Katherine Mansfield

“Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison (chapter 1 from The Invisible Man)
“The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

“Cathedral” by Raymond Carver

“The Rocking-Horse Winner” by D.H. Lawrence

“Happy Endings” by Margaret Atwood

“Everything that Rises Must Converge” by Flannery O’Connor

“Teenage Wasteland” by Anne Tyler
As part of the initial short story unit in this course, students will read about understanding fiction from the Literature: Reading, Reacting and Writing text. As we study short stories throughout the course, we will cover rhetorical elements such as plot, character, setting, point of view, style, tone, language, symbol, allegory, myth and theme. 
Students will complete essay responses to aspects of the short stories, sample AP multiple choice tests related to short stories, in-class AP free-response style questions, classroom discussion and individual and group projects as assessments of their understanding of how to read and analyze short fiction. 

Poetry—1st Semester
“Rime of the Ancient Mariner” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge

“The Waste Land” by T.S. Eliot

Selections from William Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Experience 
“Daddy” by Silvia Plath

“Morning Song” by Silvia Plath

“Mirror” by Silvia Plath

“Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley

 “Nothing Gold Can Stay” Robert Frost

“Dulce et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen

Poetry—2nd Semester

“That time of year thou mayst in me behold” by William Shakespeare

“Imagine” by John Lennon

“I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry” by Hank Williams

“Digging” by Seamus Heaney

“I’m nobody! Who are you! By Emily Dickinson

“The White City” by Claude McKay

“Negro” by Langston Hughes

“To the Virgins to Make Much of Time” by Robert Herrick

“To His Coy Mistress” by Andrew Marvell

Selection of poems by the Romantics Byron, Shelley and Keats

“To A Mouse” by Robert Burns

As part of the initial poetry unit in AP English, students will read about understanding poetry from the Literature: Reading, Reacting and Writing text. As we study poetry during the course, we will cover rhetorical elements such as voice, diction, word order, imagery, figures of speech, sound, form, symbol, metaphor, simile, allegory, allusion iambic pentameter, poetic meter, rhyme, alliteration, consonance, syntax, connotation, tone, and theme. 

Students will complete essay responses to the poetry, sample AP multiple choice tests related to poetry, in-class AP free-response style questions, weekly poetry responses, poetry writing exercises, classroom discussion and individual and group projects as assessments of their understanding of how to examine poetry. 

Nonfiction/Literary Criticism—1st Semester
Literary Criticism—excerpts from text about the following:

-Formalism and New Criticism

-Reader-Response Criticism

-Feminist Criticism

-Marxist Criticism

Excerpts from Republic by Plato

Excerpts from The Defense of Poesy by Sir Philip Sidney

Excerpts from Origin of Species by Charles Darwin 
Excerpts from The Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and the Beautiful by Edmund Burke

Nonfiction/Literary Criticism—2nd Semester

Literary Criticism: examine with excerpts from text


-psychoanalytic criticism


-structuralism


-deconstruction


-cultural studies


-new historicism 


-postcolonial studies


-African multiculturalism 

Excerpts from Essay on Criticism by Alexander Pope 
The preface to Lyrical Ballads by William Wordsworth

Excerpts from Origin of Species by Charles Darwin 
Student will read nonfiction that is, for the most part, in the form of literary criticism. As students become more aware of various schools of literary thought, they begin to see new ways to think and to write about literature. After exposure to various important literary critics and criticism, students will be expected to refer to such schools of thought in their discussions and in their writings in class. 

Writing—1st  and 2nd Semester
AP Prep—In-Class Essay Writing

· Students will complete in-class essays at least once a week as part of their preparation for the AP Exam. These in-class essays will be graded using the 9-Point AP English Rubric for writing about literature. After each in-class writing, graded essays will be given back to students so that they may meet with two of their peers for peer editing and evaluation. During peer editing sessions, students will pay particular attention to the way their peers approached the prompt given, the effectiveness of the thesis statements employed by peers, how their peers approach the text analytically and how their peers use evidence to support their thesis statements. After peer and teacher editing, students will be given the opportunity to rewrite their essays to improve upon areas of weakness that have been identified by me and their peers through the implementation of the nine point rubric. Students may turn in revised or rewritten essays as many times as they wish before a given six week grading period ends.

The rubric that will be used to grade in-class essays is as follows.

A 9-Point  AP English Rubric for writing about literature.

An 8-9 essay responds to the prompt clearly, directly, and fully. This paper approaches the text analytically, supports a coherent thesis with evidence from the text, and explains how the evidence illustrates and reinforces its thesis. The essay employs subtlety in its use of the text and the writer’s style is fluent and flexible. It is also free of mechanical and grammatical errors.

A 6-7 essay responds to the assignment clearly and directly but with less development than an 8-9 paper. It demonstrates a good understanding of the text and supports its thesis with appropriate textual evidence. While its approach is analytical, the analysis is less precise than in the 8-9 essay, and its use of the text is competent but not subtle. The writing in this paper is forceful and clear with few if any grammatical and mechanical errors.

A 5 essay addresses the assigned topic intelligently but does not answer it fully and specifically. It is characterized by a good but general grasp of the text using the text to frame an apt response to the prompt. It may employ textual evidence sparingly or offer evidence without attaching it to the thesis. The essay is clear and organized but may be somewhat mechanical. The paper may also be marred by grammatical and mechanical errors.

A 3-4 essay fails in some important way to fulfill the demands of the prompt. It may not address part of the assignment, fail to provide minimal textual support for its thesis, or base its analysis on a misreading of some part of the text. This essay may present one or more incisive insights among others of less value. The writing may be similarly uneven in development with lapses in organization, clarity, grammar, and mechanics.

A 1-2 essay commonly combines two or more serious failures. It may not address the actual assignment; it may indicate a serious misreading of the text; it may not offer textual evidence or may use it in a way that suggests a failure to understand the text; it may be unclear, badly written, or unacceptably brief. The style of this paper is usually marked by egregious errors. Occasionally a paper in this range is smoothly written but devoid of content.

Grade conversion

9 = A+
(98-99%)

8 = A (95-98%

7 = A- (90-94%)

6 = B + (86-89%)

5 = B (84-85%)

4 = B- (80-83%)

3 = C (70-79%)

2 = D (60-69%)

1 = F (0-59%)

Reader-response writing

· Student will be given ample opportunity to react freely to literature via journals, bell ringers and other informal writings in class and outside of class.
Weekly Poetry Responses

· Students will use a “Representative Authors” list to choose poets and read their poems. Outside of class, students will respond freely to the poems they read each week by noting personal thoughts, citing literary elements that help to find meaning in the poetry or by summarizing or paraphrasing a poem. Students will share their poetry responses aloud in class at least once a week. 
Explication Essay
· For the Explication Essay, students will work outside of class to do a close reading of a work or a portion of a work and carefully analyze one or more of its elements. For example, students might decide to analyze a story’s characters, symbols or setting; a poem’s language, rhyme scheme, meter or form; or a play’s dialogue or staging. Grading criteria for this assignment will assess the literary richness of the work chosen, incorporation of topic sentences in each paragraph, usage of quotations within the essay to illustrate points, the effective implementation of a thesis idea that the explication supports and the following of MLA format and documentation guidelines. Students will peer edit these essays. Students may turn in revised or rewritten essays as many times as they wish before a given six week grading period ends. Students are required to turn in at least two revised or rewritten essays each six weeks.
Compare-Contrast Essay
· In the Compare-Contrast Essay, students will compare two stories, poems or plays. Students may also cross genres by comparing a story with a poem or a play. Students will look for significant similarities or contrasts between the two subjects chosen. Once students have identified key similarities or contrasts, they will consider, through their writing, what these similarities and/or contrasts reveal about the works they have chosen. The criteria for grading these essays will assess the choice of two subjects that have significant similarities or contrasts, the implementation of a thesis statement that identifies the two subjects being compared and why they are similar or contrasting, the paper’s structure, the usage of topic sentences in paragraphs, the inclusion of transitional words or phrases and the following of MLA format and documentation guidelines. Students will peer edit these essays. Students may turn in revised or rewritten essays as many times as they wish before a given six week grading period ends. Students are required to turn in at least two revised or rewritten essays each six weeks.
Character Analysis Essay 
· In the Character Analysis Essay, students will focus on a major or minor character in a given piece of literature examining the character’s language, behavior, background, interaction with other characters and reaction to his or her environment. Grading criteria will assess the choice of a character interesting enough to be the focal point of the essay, the consideration of the character’s words, actions, appearance and interactions with others in the essay, attention to the changes, or lack thereof, in a the character, consideration of whether things may be different for the character if he or she had made different decisions, what the work would be like without the character, discussion of the motivation of the character, and the following of MLA format and documentation guidelines. Students will peer edit these essays. Students may turn in revised or rewritten essays as many times as they wish before a given six week grading period ends. Students are required to turn in at least two revised or rewritten essays each six weeks.
Social/Cultural/Historical Context Essays #1 & #2
· In the Social/Historical/Cultural Context essays (there will be one each semester) students will consider factors such as the characters’ social class and cultural or racial background, as well as specific events that occurred at the time when the story was written or set and how this influences the characters’ actions within a given piece of literature. The criteria for grading this essay will assess the students’ choice of a particular event or character that is an important influence on a given work, discussion of the cultural, historical or social movements that are important in the work, the discussion of the relationship between cultural, social or historical background and the literary work, the usage of quotations from the text to support thesis ideas and the following of MLA format and documentation guidelines. Students will peer edit these essays. Students may turn in revised or rewritten essays as many times as they wish before a given six week grading period ends. Students are required to turn in at least two revised or rewritten essays each six weeks.
Literary Argument/Argumentative/Research Essays #1 & #2
· For the Literary Argument essays (one essay each semester), students will choose a topic and formulate an argumentative thesis—one that takes a strong stand and forms judgments based upon a work’s artistry and quality. An argumentative thesis may be debatable—that means that it must have at least two sides. In an effort to make sure students are, in fact, taking a stand, students will be asked to formulate an antithesis for each of the argumentative essays that they write. Criteria for grading these essays will assess formulating an antithesis, the implementation of a thesis that clearly states what position is being taken, the usage of topic sentences, the employment of transitional words or phrases, the usage of textual and researched support for the thesis and the following of MLA format and documentation guidelines. Students will peer edit these essays. Students may turn in revised or rewritten essays as many times as they wish before a given six week grading period ends. Students are required to turn in at least two revised or rewritten essays each six weeks.
Vocabulary—1st Semester & 2nd Semester
*AP List of rhetorical terms

*Rhetorical elements to be studied in the context of the literature

*Vertical Structure 


- symbols
-various forms of figurative language


-motif


-archetype 

Vocabulary will be studied throughout the course. Rhetorical terms and vocabulary from each piece of literature will be studied. Vocabulary quizzes will be given frequently. Students will also be expected to effectively discuss rhetorical terminology within the context of class discussion and various writing assessments.  
Grammar—1st Semester & 2nd Semester
*Review various concepts when needed based upon study of student writing throughout the course of the year. 

*Items that are consistently found to need review:

-comma usage


-semicolons


-proper usage of conjunctions


-phrases and clauses


-parallel structure


-proper verb tense


-agreement

Coverage of grammar will be during peer editing and revision periods in class. Students will be expected to have mastered most elements of grammar, but that does not mean that studies of grammar will not occur. The above concepts have been identified as consistent weaknesses in student writing at Ottawa High and will be covered if/when necessary. 
